Fairchild 91 P

Letoun Fairchild %1 byl novrf en joko adpovéd na pof oduvek lefecké spolecnosti Pon Americon Airlines no wjvoj oboif ivalného dopraviiho letounu pro osm cestujicich,
ktery by byl vikonngisi nef Sikorsky S — 38 o ktery by mohl operovat na wnitrostitnich Jhoomerickych linkdch. Projek! letounu Fairchild 91, zndmy toké pod
anotenim Model &942, byl vecen Séfprojektontem A. Gossnerem o vznikl ve spoluprdci s techniky letecké spoletnosti Pan American. Fairchild 91 byl celokovowy
obotivelny horaploznik s jednim moto-tem, Ridici lachy, wnéféi plochy kiide! za zodnim nosnikem, smétowka o wikevka 2a piednim nosnikem o motorovd gondola
byly potaf eny pldtnem. Podvozsk byl piné zatahovatelny o plovaky no koncich kfidel se u prototypy toké zotahovoly, Pryni vzlet se patmé uskuteénil potdtkem roku
1935, Celkem pok bylo vyrobeno sedm kusd letaunu Fairchild 1. Spoleénost Pan Am prevzaln dva straje o ihned je predola deefinné Brozilske spolecnosti Panir do
Brasil pro nasezeni na Amazonskych linkdch, To vedlo ke veniku prezdivky "Jungle Clipper”, kierd byl nékdy pro lefouny Foirchild 91 pouf vdna. Stioj s registrod
PP-PAP byl pozdé]i poskozen o rozebirdn na ndhsadni dily pro letoun PP-PAT. Spolecnost Panair letouny provezovala do kence roku 1945, kdy bylo demontovdng wjstioj
o letouny byly pozdéf sesrotovdny. liny stroj urceny pro poufitfv tropech byl zukoupen Dr. Richardem Archboldem pro American Museum of Natural History o mél byt
pauf it pro védeckow wyprovw no Novou Guineu. r, Archbold byl posedly "5f ostnym istem 7" o tok oZkoliv jeho letoun byl druhym pastavenym strejem, pof adoval
oznoeni pod vyrobnim Gislem 9407 o registratnim kddem NR 777. Bohuf el ani tota nepomahlo a tak letoun s prezdivkou "Kono" (knchna v papudnském jozyce) byl
poskozen po piitetu no Novou Guineu velkou boufi o pfi pokusy o jeho zdchranu byl zcelo znicen. Ostatni €1y obojf ivelné letouny Fairchild 91 mély velmi dobrodruf ny
osud. Prototyp byl pazdéf wybaven standardnimi kitdelnimi plovdky o byl pok zakoupen prostiednictvim fojné operace pro Spanélské republikdnske letectvo. Na cesté
do Spanélske byla lod MAR CANTABRICO, vezouci dolif nezdkonn dovaf end letodln vieiné stroje Fairchild 91, zuchycena Nacionalisty, ktet letouny zobowil o sami
operainé nasadill, Letoun %1 nazvani "Virgen de Chomorro™ prodel fadou zmén v oznoeni béhem své ponskud heklické kariéry ve slufbdch Spanélskéha
nacianafistického letectvo. Dalsidva strofe F#1 byly zakoupeny pro Jopanske cisafské ndmafictvo pres zprostiedkovatele v New Yorku o byly testovdny jaka ndmofni
expedmentalni oboif welny transpartni letoun LXF Novy Type £ Prvni dodany siro] byl poskazen téméf ihned po doddni o ndhrodni dily, joko kiidélko o édsti podvozku,
byly objednany o také dodany samatnou firmou Fairchild! Druhy dodany siroj posléze sloutil u Japonského cisarského ndmoiniho letectva v roce 1939 v Nokingu.
Pasledni hus 71 byl zokoupen omerickym jochiaskym miliondfem Gor Woodsem potom co jej firma Fairchild urditou dobu pouf fvala joko prodejnivzorek.

Gor Wood upravil inteniér letouny fok, fe instalovel dvé lehdtka s honosnym kovanim a luxusnim polétdfovanim. Pozdéji, joko soucdst British American Ambulonce
Corps, Woad tetoun pojmenoval "Wings of Merey™ (Kiidla milostdensivi) o prestikal ho kamufldf nimi barvami RAF. Stroj vénoval spolu s letounem Grumman Goose
Britskému krdlovskému letectvu RAF, kieré stroj postalo do Heliopolisis v Egypté, kde sloufil joke obiojfivelny zdrovoini zdchranny letoun se sériowym Eislem HKB3Z,
Lefoun byl aperacng nosozen of do poloviny roku 1943, kely pil pojif déni norazil na ponoreny abiekt o byl tak definitivné ztrocen.

The Fairchild 91 was designed in response to o Pon American Airlines requirement for an exght-passenger amphibin lorger and mare copable than the Sikorsky S-38 to
operate on internal South Americon routes. The Fairchild 91, nlso known os the Model A-942, wos designed in lurge part by A. &, Gassnes, working closely with Pan
American Airvioys engineers. The Fairchild 91wos an ollmetal, high-wing, manoplane amphibian with o single troctor engine. Control surfaces, wing outer panets aft of
the rear spar, fin ond stobilizers oft of the front spar, ond nocelle rear fairing were oll fobriccovered. The landing gear was fully retractable and the wingtip floats of the
prototype refracted also. First flight was probably in early 1935, Pan Am took delivery of their two mochines and immediately turned them over 1o their Brozilion
subsidiary, Panair do Brosil, for use on Amozon River rautes. This led ta the nickname of "Jungle Clipper” sometimes applied to the Fairchild 91. After the PP-PAP was
damagec it wos connibalised for ports for PP-PAT. Panair's Fairchild 91 kept cperating unfil late 1945 when they were stripped of useful equipment and scrapped.
Anather jungle-bound 91 was purchosed through Or Richard Archbold on beholf of the Americon Museum of Notural History to be used on an expedition to New Guinea.
Dr Archbold wos obsessed with "Lucky 7" although his aircraft was the second huilt he requested the ¢/n 9407 and the registration NR 777. It didn't help; "Kono”
(= Duck in Popuan) was damaged in o storm soon ofter its arrival in New Guineo, and the subsequent salvage attempt wrecked it The other four Fairchild amphibions
hod decidedly clook-ond-dogger careers, often leading to confusion s fo their frue identities. The protatype was fitted with standord tip floats and purchased by
u clondestine operative to be shioped to the Spanish Republicans. The Nationalists intercapted the ship, the MAR CANTABRICO, carrying the Fairchild and o number of
ather contraband ircroft and ook them over for themselves. Virgen de Chamoreo" underwent o numbsr of morkings changes throughout her rather hectic coreer with
the Spanish Nationalist forces. Two F 915 were purchased for the Imperial Jopanese Novy fhrough a New York intermediary and tested os the Novy Experimentol LXF1
Type F Transport Amphibian. The first wos domuoged almost immediotely upon delivery, and o replocement oiferon and landing geor parts were ordered ond delivered
directiy from Fairchild! The second eventually served with the LINAF in Nanking in 1939 The last 91was purchosed by American millionaire yatchsman Gor Wood affer
Fairchild hod used it as a soles demenstrator. Wood hod the inferiar modified to incorporate two couchettes with swank fittings and plushy seats. Loter, as part of the
British Americon Ambulance Corps, Wood hod the Fairchild named *Wings of Mercy" and painted in RAF colors. He donated it ond a Grumman Goase to the RAF, who
sent it o Heliopolis in Egypt to serve os on ASR amphibian with the seriol HKB32. It served until mid-1943, in various comouflnge schemes, when it hit o submerged
object while taxiing and wos lost.

Spedificafions

Length 46" 8" (14,22 m) Cruising speed 155 mph (249 km/h) ot seq level, 151 mph at 8000 ft
Span56°0" (17 06m) {243km/hat 2439 m)

Height (on wheels) 16"3" (4,94 m) (limb1o 10000f (3048m)- 13 mins,

Max.speed 173 mph ot 500 (278 km/hat 762 m} Ronge 730 miles (1175km)

History references courtesy by Bill Devins, IPMS USA SIG ond Paul E. Fontenoy, Curator of Maritime Research, North Caroling Maritime Museum, USA
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~ Fairchild 91, Japanese Imperial Navy. —
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~——— Fairchild 91, Spanish Nationalist forces in February 1938.
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