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The kit includes one set of unfolded wings and one set of folded wings
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In February 1938 the U.S. Navy Bureau of Aeronautics published requests calling for high-performance carrier-based fighters. The Vought of United States Aircraft established a special
team on developing the fighters for the call with a designation called V-166.

The prototype XF4U-1 (factory designation V-166) firstly tested on May 1 1940 with an average speed reached 651.8km/h. The US Navy was very satisfied with the results and placed the
first order of 584 fighters. In the following 11 years, there were totally 12500 FAU variants produced. The first production model was designated F4U-1.

F4U-1A was an upgraded variant of F4U-1. The most notable distinctions of it from F4U-1 includes lifting the pilot’ s seat by 18cm, replacing the —1' s "birdcage" framed canopy with a
semi—bubble canopy, retaining only two frames on either side and a distinctive metal hood over the pilot' s head. Thus the pilot” s overall visibility was greatly increased. These were
important steps to modify FAU—1 to a qualified carrier—borne fighter.

Furthermore, based on actual performing experience of F4U-1, F4AU-1A was also removed top cowl flaps of cowling and replaced the open window in the floor of the cockpit with a mental
plate. Since the pilot seat was lifted and the front windshield frame was modified, the reflector of Mk.8 gunsight was changed to be fixed on the bulletproof glass inside the front windshield
with bolts.

The long nose of Corsair limited pilot’ s visibility forward, especially when the nose was raised for takeoff and landing. In order to improve this defect, starting from the production of
F4U-1A (BuNo.50080), the tail wheel strut was extended by 16.5cm to raise the tail, thereby improving the pilot' s forward view during takeoff and landing.

The F4U-1A went aboard the USS Bunker Hill firstly in November 1943 and more were deployed to several Navy and Marine Corps squadrons till end of 1944.

US Navy started to develop a night—fighter Corsair at the end of 1941. However the standard airborne radar was too heavy and complex to be equipped on a single—engine and single—seat
fighter. Although a small AIA radar had limited functions and could only carry out intercepts and cover tasks at night to certain extent, it was the only ideal option for F4U-2 at the time.

The development of a night—fighter Corsair was finished on Dec. 7 1941, the date of Japanese surprise attack on Pearl Harbor. The first prototype, designated XF4U-2, was modified
based on a F4U-1 of mass production and took its test flies later.

After the outbreak of the Pacific War, the production requirements of US fighters became very urgent, but Vought was not able to establish an assembly line for night fighters alone. So
Vought negotiated with the Naval Aircraft Factory at Philadelphia to accomplish the modification of the F4U-2. A total of 34 FAU-1 were converted to F4U-2, of which 32 were converted
by the Naval Aircraft Factory, and the rest 2 were converted locally by the Marine Night Fighter Squadron 532 (VMF (N)-532) of the Marine Corps deployed on Rio de Janeiro Island,
Kwaijalein Atoll. These two were also the only F4U-2 converted from F4AU-1A.

The small AlA radar system equipped with the FAU-2 was developed by the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and could search for enemy aircraft within a range of 6 kilometers.
The AIA antenna was located at the front edge of the starboard wing, near the wing tip. In order to balance the weight of the port and starboard wings, the machine gun and ammunition
on the outer side of the starboard wing were removed. The outermost machine gun and ammo were removed from that wing to help balance the additional weight. A flame hider was
mounted on exhaust pipe of the nose. There was a small scope on instrument panel of the cockpit, which generated two blips, one giving direction and distance to the target and the
other giving the height. Moreover FAU-2 was also equipped with a radio altimeter, a radar beacon transponder and an autopilot, improved lighting system and replaced standard HF
radio with very high frequency radio.

The F4U-2 equipped VMF (N)-532, VF(N)-75 and VF (N)-101. The first kill score went to Lt HughD O’ Neill, Jr. of VF(N)-75 who was credited with shooting down a Japanese Navy
Mitsubishi GAM attacker over southeast of the Shortland Islands at the night of Nov.1 1943.
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Caution

- This model kit is for user aged 15 or above. User under 15 should be accompanied by parents when building this kit.

- Don’ t swallow any items in the package, including but not limited to parts, stickers, manual and vinyl bags.

- Please throw the vinyl bags away once you uppacked parts. Don' t put the bags onto mouth, nose or over the head to avoid suffocation.
- Keep this product away from fire or high temperature source.
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Color Reference

AK Mr.Color TAMIYA
@ 4t interior Green RC-262 c-27 XF-3:2+XF-5:1
G £E55 rlot Awminum RC—020 MC-218 XF-16
G it Bt RC-041 C-45 XF-57
@ <=5k Chrome Silver — MC-211 X-11
@ E%: Clear Green RC-505 Cc-138 X-25
G i3 Gun Metal RC-015 MC-214 X-10
@ iR Titanium Silver — — X-32
@GR <=2 cold leaf — MC-217 X-12 e )
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» Cockpit parts assembly & attachment 1
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» Cockpit parts assembly & attachment 3
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» Fuselage interior parts attachment
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Fuselage exterior parts assembly & attachment

il HEREH—

Drillhole  Choose one

~
*HRBHREA WS MR
*Note part assembly direction & position

™ ~N

-
F4U-2 %3
Choose when assembling F4U-2
|
=

[ ' 0.5mm
|
H

F4U-2 %3
Choose when assembling F4U-2




1 L ARRAS

» Engine parts assembly & attachment
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Make unfolded wings
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The kit includes one set of unfolded wings
and one set of folded wings.




1 22 MBRFRSHI

Unfolded wings assembly 1
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» Port wing weapons assembly & attachment
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Starboard wing weapons assembly & attachment
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Upper wing parts attachment
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» Weapon bay doors assembly & attachment

Closed mode
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Flaps assembly & attachment 1
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» Flaps assembly & attachment 3
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Unfolded wings attachment
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Make folded wings
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» Folded wing assembly 1
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» Folded wing assembly 3
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» Folded wings assembly 5
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Wing folding mechanism attachment
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Main landing gear assembly
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Starboard landing gear assembly
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Main landing gear attachment
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= Main landing gear bay doors attachment

3

-
3 EEERREANAE

= Rear landing gear & tailhook assembly
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When making folded wings, return to step 28 to continue
the build after finish step 34
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» Horizontal stabilizers, rudder assembly & attachment
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» Belly stores assembly & attachment
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» F4U-1A exhaust pipes attachment
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» F4U-2 exhaust pipes, radar assembly & attachment
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Propeller assembly & attachment
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Masking tapes application
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FAU-1A Painting scheme A
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LASER “HR" X - FESH - NERIEEZE LR (Ira Cassius “lke” Kepford ) 8589 “BE29” SHl, 4=F5555995
F4U-1A, "White 29" (BuNo. 55995)flown by Lt. Ira Cassius"lke" Kepford, the top ace
\ (total 16 kills ) of VF 17 "Jolly Rogers", U.S. Navy, Bougainville, East New Guinea, Feb.—Mar. 1944 /
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FAU-1A Painting scheme B

t J -l 1944FTASBBTEEHRE "SEWAHE" SIPHAME (USS Kwajalein CVE-98) LB FEEEASE321 “HbIR

KfE” BSNPBA (VMF-321" Hells Angels” ) 893 EEM/R ERI(J.J.0" connel) 283 B 42541, /51550042
\ FAU-1A, "White 42" (BuNo.50042) flown by Lt. J.J. O' Connel, VMFA-321 “Hell’ s Angels” , USMC, USS Kwajalein (CVE-98), July 1944 )
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FAU-2 Painting scheme C

BEEEPAES32R PN B E 212541 (751502624 ) , |BER “FRSRE" ( “Midnite Cocktail” )
ZHRARRERDREN, 19445548148 5R, BEE - (AR E LRBWZHEDESI SARNEET, %7 —RCAIM—ARBR
F4U "White 212" (BuNo.02624), nick name "Midnite Cocktail", originally assigned to Lt. Caniff, but flown by Capt.
Howard - W - Bollman, VMF(N)-532, USMC, shot down a Japanese Navy Mitsubishi G4M attacker with the cooperation
K of ground navigator over Kagman Field, Saipan, early morning of April 14, 1944 )
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FAU-2 Painting scheme D

BE10TDPBI0SHEE “Blb” SHREAR
K F4U-2, No.10, U.S. Navy VF(N)-101, USS Enterprise Carrier )
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