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de Havilland Sea Vixen FAW.Z/D.3 xK 72003
05/2008
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de Havilland $ea Vixen FAW.21D.3

X{12 scale xK 72003
HISTOFIY

The de Havilland Sea Vixen was a development of the DH I l0 which was originally designed in response to
Specilrcations N.40146 atdE.44l46. The twinboomlayout was a much larger in size development of de Havilland's
earlier Venom and lrhmpire designs utrich had served with both the I{AF and FA,A. but this time the RAF adopted
the Gloster Javelin wtile the Nary went for the DH 1 10.
The DII 110 started life disastrously when the prototype WG236 crashed at the FarnboroughAir Show in 1952
killirrgthe crew ofJohnDer-v andTony Richards and 29 spectators.
Irollo*'ing investigalion into the crash flying resumedwr'th a modiflcd second prototype WG240 in 1953 and was
successfully demonst(ated at the 1954 Famborough Air Shorv and later went on to perform the first carrier rolling
landing on I{MSAlbion. Still more modifications were caried out until it lookedvery similm to the first Sea Vixen
whichmade it'smaidenflighton20 June 1955 andconductedf,ill seatrials fromHMSArkRoyal in 1956.
The frst production orderwas for 78 aircraft designated DII 110 FAW 20 which in service became the FAW 1 and a

lirlher 40 were orderedin 1959 and another 15 in 1961. Only asmall nurnber ofthis lastbatchhadbeen completed
wheu the upgradeJ FAW 2 model was developed with 29 being built in this configuration and 67 hAW ls were
converted to FAW 2 speci fication.
There were a considerable number of differences between the two marks but the main visual one is the large
extensions forwmdtothe boomsbeyondthe leadingedge ofthe,w,ingto accommodate additional fuel..
The SeaVixen flew with eight squadrons of the PleetAirArm as well as various other units before being'replaced
byPhantomsin 1972.
XP924 included on the decals in this kit is the last Sea Vixen in flying condition. It was converted to a D 3 Drone
version and flown fromLlanbedr in the bright red antlyellor.r, scheme during 1989. It was linally grounded in 1991

but saved liom the breakers ymd and restored to flying condition. In 2003 it was sponsored by Red Bull and
repainted in their spectaculm bright scheme and seen at numerous Air Shows but sponsorship was t'ithdrau,n in
2007 andthe aircraftlovinglyrepaintedirthe colours it carriedwhenit flewwith 899 Sqn.
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Sea Vixen intake

Subject: Sea Vixen intake
From : "Chris Hughes" {cjm.hughes@btintenret.com}
Date: Sun, 14 Sep ?S08 22',2I:I8 +0I00
To : <eric@shadbolt.net>

Eric,

Good to see you again this afternoonl

Please find afrached a photo of the inkke of the Duxford Sea VixeR FAW.2"

I hope it serves the purpose!

I have quite a few other close-up shots should your pal need to see theml

Kind regards,

Chris
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