in

12078 Vickers Wellesley Mk.
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Struéna historie

.

Letoun Vickers Wellesley byl vyvijen de facto jako soukromy
project Séfkonstruktéra sira Barnese Wallise. V roce 1931
vypsalo ministerstvo letectvi Velké Britanie specifikaci G4/31na
novy viceGéelovy, bombardovaci a torpédovy letoun. Firma
Vickers pfedioZila tfi ndvrhy z nichZ byl vybran v roce 1932 ten
treti dvojplosny projekt Vickers 253 a hned byla objednana 150
kusova série

Paraleiné viak firma vyvijela jednoplodny letoun se
zatahovacim podvozkem a unikadtni geodetickou konstrukci
trupu a kiidel s celoplaténym potahem. Pohonou jednotkou byl
devitivalcovy motor Bristol Pegasus. Prototyp vziétl 19.6 1935
a jeho vykony z prvnich zkoudek jasné ukézaly pfevahu nad
puvodné vybranym typem Vickers 253. Proto ministerstvo
letectvi v zafi 1935 zruSilo objedndvku na 150 stroji Vickers
253 a objednalo pod specifikaci G.22/35 96 ks novych Vickers
287, ktery pozdéji dostal bojové jménc Wellesley.

Posadka byla dvouélenna - pilot a stfelec/navigator. Vyzbroj
letounu byla tvofena dvéma kulomety. Jednim kulometem
Browning 7,7 mm v pravé poloviné kfidia a pohyblivym
kulometem Vickers K v zadni kabiné. Vzhledem Kk
problematiénosti naru$eni pevnosti geodetické konstrukce v
pfipadé zabudovani pumownice v trupu byly instalovany dva
podkiidelni kontejnery pro pumy o celkové vaze 907 Kg.

Prvni sériovy stroj vziétl 30.1.1937 a nasledné zacaly
dodévky k operaénim Gtvarim z nichZz prwnim byla 76
bombardovaci perut. Hlavnim operaénim teritoriem po
vypuknuti valky byl Stfedni vychod zejména Egypt a Stdan.
Wellesley totiz v té dobé jiz nebyl vhodny pro evropskeé bojisté
vzhledem k silné stihaci obrané nepfitele.

V lednu 1938 byla utvofena jednotka Long Range
Development Unit (LRDU), kterd méla pfpravit rekordni
dalkovy let. Pét stroju bylo vybaveno motory Bristol Pegasus
XXII o vy$sim kompresnim poméru s mensi spotfebou,
thilistymi automaticky stavitelnymi vriulemi a upravenou pfidi s
krytem motoru NACA. Letouny byly bez vyzbroje, ale s vySsi
kapacitou palivovych nadrzi. 5.11.1938 odstartovaly 3 stroje z
egyptské Ismailie. 7.11 1938 potom dva stroje Uspésné pistaly
v Darwinu v Australii pfiéemz2 pfekonaly vzdalenost 11520 km
bez mezipfistani s primémou rychisti 288, 7 km/hod.

Letount Vickers Wellesley bylo celkem vyrobeno 177 kusu
a v bojové sluZbé byly posledni zbytky ponechany aZ do
zadatku r. 1943, kdy vykondvaly zejména dlouhé namoini
hlidkové a prizkumné lety.

Technicka data:

Rozpéti (m): 22,74
Délka (m): 11,96
Vyska (m): 467
Max rychost (km/hod) 369
Dostup (m): 7775
Dolet (km): 1965

VALOM

Zlesicka 1808/10 144 00 Praha 4 - Chodov
Czech Republic

LOM

The Vickers Wellesley aircraft was actually developed by chief
constructor Sir Barnes Wallis as his own, private project. British
Air Ministry Specification G4/31 was announced for a new,
general purpose bomber and torpedo bomber in 1931. Vickers
submitted three designs and the third, biplane project, the
Vickers 253, was chosen and 150 ordered right away

Alongside this, however, the company developed a
monoplane with retractable undercarriage and a unique geodetic
structure for both the fuselage and wings with full fabric cover. It
was powered by a Bristol Pegasus nine-cylinder engine. The
prototype took off on 19.6.1935 and its performances in the first
tests clearly showed it to be superior to the Vickers 253 originally
chosen. This led the Air Ministry in 1935 to cancel its order for
150 Vickers 253 aircraft, instead ordering 96 new Vickers 287,
later given the battle name of the Wellesley, under Specification
G.22/35

The crew consisted of two members — a pilot and a
gunner/navigator. The aircraft was armed with two machine
guns: one Browning 7.7 mm machine gun on the right-hand half
of the wing and a Vickers K moving machine gun in the rear
cockpit. Given the problematic disruption of the
structure when building a bomb bay into the fuselage, the bomb
load was carried in two streamlined panniers under the wings
weighing a total of 907 kg.

The first batch-produced aircraft took off on 30.1.1937 and
deliveries subsequently began to operating units, the first of
which was the No. 76 Squadron. The principal area of operation
after the War broke out was the Middie East, mainly Egypt and
Sudan. The fact was that by that tme the Wellesley was no
longer suitable for European battie given the powerful fighter
defence of the enemy.

A Long Range Development Unit (LRDU) was created in
January 1938 to prepare a record-breaking long-distance flight.
Five aircraft were fitted with Bristol Pegasus XXII engines with
higher compression ratio and lower consumption, automatically-
adjustable three-blade propellers and a modified nose with
NACA cowling. The aircraft were not armed, instead having
higher-capacity fuel tanks. Three planes took off from Ismailia in
Egypt on 7.11.1938 and two successfully landed in Darwin,
Australia, on 7.11.1938 after having covered a distance between
landings of 11,520 km at an average speed of 299.7 km per hour

Atotal of 177 Vickers Wellesley aircraft were made, the last
being left in battle service until the beginning of 1943, when they
mostly camed out long-distance maritime reconnaissance

Abrief history

Technical date:

Wingspan (ft): 74 31
Lenght (ft): 39,08
Height (ft): 15,61
Max speed (mph): 230
Ceiling (ft) 25408
Range (mls) 1221
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No.223 Squadron RAF
Fg Off Josk Shepard

Sudan, Senner,
November 1940
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No. 47 Squadron RAF
Ethiopia, Leagia,
February 1941
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