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C/11m′ηan FθF θearca`
La,lo「 the line oi piston e■ 91oeの`re,Oo,o019hier,,,hloh G,o●

、、an te9a,
wth the FF ofl,31 :he G`omman F8F Bearoatヽ ,as Oes,9ned t0 0apable o{
。perat。 ,from al,orat ear,er・ of a41s,zes and io seive as an l■ lolceotol
19hte`
By the ast hal ofthe Seco●

`ヽ

0ヽ■ 0'ルbl mostnew US 19hter des9,s were
much heavler and more complex than earllei f19 01ers ,Vhe l plannin9 8

,ep acementforther successrJ F6F He,cat car`le,19ヽter hoNv● vO' G「omman
chose to bolt as 119hi″e19hi a des19n as poss,ble aioond the tmost,ol,ble lo,9●
,adial en9,oe The,es● 1、″asihe F8F Boo`● at ″ヽhlo,was olen“ ‖ed a hol
,o0 0y ts, ots fo,(s,antast c accel=`aton and c● ●b ,9 8b ly

Using the woll proven Pratt&Whiney R 2000 e■ 9,ne the Fr,1 3eolcol
,`OtOtype lew。 l Au9us1 2, 1 944 Ffterttino,mod,ical o,s i● ol。 01,9t卜●
additon oFa do,salFin eary prodoct oo F8F ls be9o● o`mamentleゞ s and
001,Or o● ●lf Oat on tr als ln ea,y1945 3,May oF1945 the 8ea`cat,″ os
c eated●

`opera〔
o,s wth veryた w restid on,o■ ls f1 91l operatons ovei t,

wide speed ian9e A lolal oF664 F6F Is were Oe vered al ilted wl,the 2 1o0
ho R 2800 04ヽV enOlne
The Seo`eat was ihe l`st US Na● y ighter toた ,ture a ltll bて ,ble cano,y

91Ving excellent el aroo nd● slon tヽ″as also(ll‐d w th co caled Saret,VVI●9
T,ps the o● le,40 inches oFヽ″hlch w● ,e de,iO● ed i。 0`ook o「 oloaOly,o∝ ,o●千
the wio9 bei■ 9 0Ve`哄

`● 'sed in a OI●
●o,othe,maneu● ●, Aner 、everal ′)●idents

wher● oo● o,00t卜 Wi● g i pstore oi th s l● ature was elm nated i`om later
producton Bearcats Tvvo NuadЮ ns VF 18 and VF 19 wero● quipped lヽ Fh
F8F Is and tratn,■ 9 waso,boaid the ca,le,USS taneloy o,`o● le ac`oss th0
Pacic whe,the wa,endeO o● Au9o● 16 1,45
The l● al p`。 0し 01o,Beo,∞ tヽ″as he F8F 2 1th alnore pov erol R 2300 30,V
engine o'2 250 and an atiomatc va● 8ble speed supe,o卜 ,ァger The extra lloヽ″ei
requlЮ d an ext`a looi be added io the ve■ lcalio anO F3F 2s ca,,eO o heo● lo,

,,●●ament ofわ o`20mm oo● ●●OS The F8F 2P was a pl。 lore∞ ona s,a nce
ve`sio, `tteoヽ ″■O uptothree camemsinthe Fuselage Sy 1956 thelast Bearcats
″ヽere taken out ol seivice andゞ oЮ do「 ,o「apped hav(o9boo■ ,● pl。∝O by lhe
new age o「 ,et,
3ソ the time ploO● dlon ended Bea`o●ts were,`vin9 wiヽ sOme 24U S Navy
Sq●adlons Some oFthe・ e wtha modfedrし elsystem were suppled 10 1卜 e
F`ench Armee de l A,「

`o,se,vl∝
 (n lndochina● nde,the des,9■ ,loo F8F 10

0● o hond′ed s mlolF8F ID,。 ●029F8FlBs■ ●,o ll、 o suppled io the Thal
A,Force

rechnloal,pecil,cat ons(F6F2)
Vヽ,ng spa,356 11030,ヽ
Length 27 6 13 36 n,,
llax ,peed 4,5 1nph at 26000■ 17301● 1ヽ1o16,12● ,I Se`Vlo● ●●|lo9 40800 11
(12400 ml
No(mo Rang。 865 mle,(1387k,η l

Maxl● un,,,■9e1436● le,2300k口 |
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Sword F8F‐ l B Bearcat
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