USMC PHANTOMS IN S.E. ASIA
PART 2

VMFA-334 Falcons

Callgign Lovelug | LTCOL Jim Sherman and CAPFT Len Catanzar 24725 Nowembeay
Left purboand fused fank ghosied (o sfow ovdnance load

VMFA-232 Red Devils

Callsign Motion 2 MAJ Jake Albright and ILT Jake Jacobsen 22 July 1872

Callgign Shamrock 201  MAJ Lee Lassefer and CAPT John Cunwnings 10 Seplember 1872

The F—4. Phantom [l was infroduced into combal by the US Marine Corps in Viel Nam in 1968 with VMFA-334
and ended is combal days with VIMFA-232 after the January 19732 ceasa-fire, The subjects of this decal cover
that entira span of evenls and include combal markings for F—4Js flown by three Marine fighter atlack
squadrons. A product of considarable research including inputs from squadron mambaers, this decal may differ
from what has been published elsewhere. Most USMC air activity in Southeast Asla was In direct support of
ground operations a&nd, prior to the Linebacker operations of 1872, few opporunities wera afforded for Maring
pilots to engage enemy MiGs. The subjects of this decal mainly flew typical “mud moving™ close air suppod and
interdiction missions. The only air-to—air victory of the war by a Comps aircrafl and crew came on 10 Seplember
1972 when Major Lee Lassater and Caplain John Cummings downed a

MIG-21 over North Viet Nam while flying with VIMFA-333 off the carmer USS ™

America (CVA=GE). Fo
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Lovebug 6 VMFA-334 24/25 November 1968

Missben Summary: On the night of 24/25 November 1968, LtCel Jim Sherman, commander of YMFA=334 based at Da Nang, and his RIO, Cagt Len Catangarn, flow two
trsck imlprdichon miksions along this Ha Chi Minh Trail in Laos in Bubo 155735 WUS. The tiight arfved in the target anea a1 9pm and Lovabug £, Iying wang in the twa: ship
formahbion, was io suppress enemy AAA while his laad aircraft struck a truck convay transdting the target area. When the laad Phantom rolled i, two T AAR cpenad
fire. LEGol Sherman respondesd by kawnching pairs of 57 Zunis a1 the guns which smmedately ceased fring. Al the sama fima, two Z3U-23s cpened fre on the lead as he
raleasnd his bombs and began jinking o axit the tangel Again, with L1Gel Sherman finng Zunis at the Z5Us, they quit shoaling and began diggng lor cover. Tha lead
mecenlt destroyad all sight enemy trucks and LiCol Sheman dumped his Focheyas on e nearby gun positions pricr 10 exiting the area. The Phanioms relumed to Da
Mang o refuel, ream and go out again Arriving again in the target anea around medreght. they found this NVA hiad moved in road repalr equpment. Rapaaling their tactics
thery silenced the A% while destroyng a road grader and repair crews Afer Jim Shearman's tour was completed on 13 February 1969, LiCol Sam IYAngelo became
shippar of VMFA=I34, which had moved down the coast to Cha Lai. He and his RI0, Capt Ken Strayhodn, flew Lovebug 1, F=4J BuNo. 155541

Abrcraht Configuration: Lovebug § camed sic Mk, 20 Rockeye || cluster bombs on the centarling MER, three LAL-10 Zuni Rockat pods, each with lour S=-inch Zurs, on
each wing inboard pylonTER, and o J70-galion fuel tank on each outboard pylon for each of the missicns of 24/25 Novembaer 1658, YMFA=-334 Phamoms shways camed
b AIM=T Sparrowd in the ionvard messsa walls

Lovebug 1 VMFA-334 Spring 1969

Markings Moles: VMFA-334 panbed a diving red lalcon on sides of their Phantoms below the squadron number. A red lghining bolt
wiks applied just behind the fin leading edge. Note tha thin letharing styse of "MARINES™ on the luseiage sides, “Rescus” in Japanese
chasacters undar the Rescue Armow marengs. Waight placard slencils wen camed on the air conddioning inlels on the nose, Mo
patcrew names weare carmad on the squadron ascralt except lor Sam D Angela's Lovebiug 1, which camied his nama, TWA - Top Wop
Axlines. and a Fireben drong symbol marked “Bula Bula ™ The lsadng edges of all fying surfaces and el ntakes of YMFA-334s
Phantoms wistg finished in Coroguard, which was dull atuminum in color, WMFA=334 usually painted the noses of thair 370-galion wing
tanks nipd, the Squadnon color

Motion 2 VMFA-232 22 July 1972

Mission Summary: The Red Devils' Executive Officer, Major Jake Albight and his RED, Lt Jake Jacobaen in Mobon 2, Bew BARCAP as part of a Linebacker mission Bown
from Nam Phong, Thailand, on 22 July 1972, After a two—-hour weathor dalay, Albeight lod a fight of four Phantoms norh and east of HanoiHaiphong hoping to drw Milis
away from a USAF precision-weapons striks. The #ight plan inciuded a segment roanng down the Red River at 550 knots and 300 feed bolow 1he ndgs line (100 feet
ahove the ground), overliying fwo MG bases and upsetling Several SAmpans with the shock waves created on the waler's surface. The fight then popped up 1o 20,000
Ieat hoping bo lure the MGs into the air while a second Marine llight remained at low level to surprise the enemy. Mo MIGs were sighbed bul the mission was memonabie
bocause the Manines wene linally challenging the MiGs bo come out and fight plus the fun of the legal Rathatting with sampans overiuming and their crews leaping into tha
o, Mo hils ware received and all the crews retumed salaly 1o Nam Phaong after an infight rofualing

Alrcraft Configuration: Moton 2 camod four AIM-TEZ Sparrows in me fuselage wells. four AIM=-8G Sewnders on the intoand pylons, two 370-gallon fued tanks
outhaard on 1he wings, and o B00-gallon centerbng fued tank on the 22 July 1872 mission

Markings Notes: During thair 167273 cormbad deployment to Thailand, VIMFA-232 painted thesr Red Davil emblom on the gray verical tails of thair Phantoms. A red and
white devil's haad was apphod 1o 1he inle? ramp, the white hal! forward. Note the wide letter A7 in "MARINES” on the fuselage sides, “Rescue” in Japanese characiens
under the Rascun Arrow, and tho black piat's kick step markings. Wesght placard stencds ware camed on the air condibonng inlats on the nose. No alrcrew namis wene
camead on B Squsdion sincralt The leading edges ol all fiying surfaces and j@1 mtakes of VMFA-232 Phantoms were finished in Conoguard, which was dull aluminum in
coloe, Motion 2 camed & unique red and on its nose OB 48-008



Shamrock 201 VMFA-333 10 September 1972

Mission Summary: Shamrock 201 was lying MIGCAP on 10 September 1972 when its crew acquined a MIG-21 over Phuc Yen aifield, Nosh Viel Nam. Pilol MAJ Les
“Boar" Lassaler and A0 CAPT "Ll John™ Cumnmings lired lour Sparrows withoul & hit and then two Sidewinders which also missed. Because the M3 pdat and his ground
controller believed Shamrock 207 was camying six ae—io—-air missdes (the usual UISN load, but VMFA-X33 camied esght: four of sach typae), the MG went wings—level o
land. Baar immadialely look him oul with an All-8 for the only all-Marine kill of the Viet Nam air war. While egressing. the NVN air delense sysiem energized 1o shoal
them down and Bear fined his last Sidowinder at a MiG on the way homa. obsening the hil but not the kil Once feel wel. Shamrock 201 was hil in the tail by a “Black
SAM (ihare wars no RHAW indcabons). The ciew sgected wndor & of § negative ‘g’ and was quickly picked up by a SAR halicopter. Back aboard Amenca, thay wend
unafficaally credited wih 1.5 kills. Lasseter became the VMFA-I33 slopper later in the same cruise and was also designated “Marine Aviator of the Yaear™ lor 1972

Alrcralt Configuration: Shamvock 201 camed four AIM-TE2 Sparrows in tha fuselage wells, four AIM-9G Sidewinders on the inboard pylons, and a centaring fuel tank
on the 10 Seplember mission. There were no slones o fuel canmied outboard but we boliews the outboand pylons wens retaned. aEhowgh this has not boen confirmed

Shamrock 201 VMFA-333 December 1972

TAIL ECM
ANTENNAS

Markings Moles: BuNo. 155526, Shamrock 201, was the sguatvon commanded's Phanom and carmed the names of LTCOL John Cochiran and MAJ Hank Car on the
canopy rads and of the plane captain, LCPL Baull, on both intake ramps. We bebeve the green and while aircrew nameplates wane on both sides. Nobe the narrow lefher
SAT in “MARINES” on the fusolage sides. We saw no forward Ejection Seat Waming Triangle of Rescue Arow on the bR luselage ol BuNo 155526 . Black “Gross Wi°
panels wene camed on Tha A conditioning inksls. A trangular MAD Chedry Poinl decal was camied on the nght rear tuselage just fcrwand of the small BuMo presentation
Walkways wela outlined in black. Nobe thal the leading edges of (he angine air inlets ware painted red. The cantering tank was white, bul tanks decomied with Shamimcks,
@ green lip. "VMFAZ3Y", and & modex number (not necessarily the same number as the airframe) weng frequently camied. After Bear Lasseter becama squadron
commander n December 1972, BuNo. 155852, the new skipper's Shamvock 207, carmed Lassster's name and thal of CAPT “Lil John™ Cummings on the canopy rails
along with two wiciory lags on tha left inkel ramp reprasenting Mhair claem of 1.5 viclones from 10 Seplembar. All rescus arfows and 8jeclion Seal waming IRanges appaar
o have baan camed and ans prowmded.



USMC Phantom Paint Scheme For the 1/48 scale

[ Upper Surfaces: Matt Gull Gray FS36440 Hasegawa
Lower , Wheel Wells: FS1Ta7 3
e USRI s F-4J Phantom Il Kit

R Dive Brake Interiors, Edges: Gloss Red F511136
Il Antiglare Panels: Flat Black FS37038

F-4J Construction Notes General Markings Notes

Remove tangular plates on horizontal tads == 30" National Insignia on Fuselage, 45" size on Wings
Remove all iormation kighting W Red Ejection Seat Waming Triangles on WU 16, WT2
Do not use long ECM antenna fainngs on inkel sides L White Outlined Waming Triangles on AJ201

ECM anlenna under right inlet the same as under -mmmx  Swallow-Tailed Rescue Arrows on WU 16, WT2
left inket and not as in the kit (VMFA-J33/ 232) Smmms Rescue Arrow style on BuNo. 155852/A0201

Add small circular ECM antennas on tail cone « % Fuel Tanks, AIM-9 Launchers, and TERs were White
{VMFA-333 only) +  but sometimes carried Squadron Color tips
Mose gear door cover on the kit is incomect
(see drawings balow) ]
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| would appreciate seeing pholos of your finished Phantom modeds!
Send them fo me, Ben Backes, al:

Fox One Decals, PO Box 12111, Wichita KS 67277-2111 %
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