48-796

PRODUCTS

The Very Lonngge Escorts
t IWO JIMA MUS

NGSP;
</ Powt 3

TA
z

“TH

Suggested Kit: Tamiva P-51D Mustang
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Alct mf
P51 0=15{or 200-MA, 4472558,
fewwm by Lis, Bennett Commes and
Henry Seegers, 458 FAG06 FG.,
Ajfield Mo, 3, lwo Jima, summer
1945. The Boll Weevil had 12
mission markers  under  the
windshield and & more in from of
the Tactical msmber. A Japaneis
kill marking, the name A Neat
Fackage and a beautiful pinup
decoraled the right side of this
colodul afc. Motice the Black
alming stripes on top of the wing's
leading edges and the insignia
Bl or Mavy Sea Blue empennage
At ther contnol surfaces),
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P-510-20-MA, 44-72587, flown by
Jarme=s Bercaw and Willlam Ebersole
rank wnkeown), Alreld Mo, 3, lwo
Jima, summer of 19045 HOMN
s dhetail on back pape - MISTAKE M)’ had the mast
| elaborated and funny nose art of the
whole Rroup mm.lglmt the whiols
war, {ne g.rw.lml wichory marker,
sewen Blank White mﬂanﬂﬂ [SeC
cight escon markers and one Black
blank craer bw sweeps markers with
twn hlanks decorated this afe left
side. Ground crew  names, B.
Hyman and 5. Ginsberg showed
unler thi canopy. A colorful Yellow
tail added moee color 4o this
bqﬂmiﬁ,rllynuimfain'nﬁ.

All thes= afe had shrouded exhaust stacks,
40 5 cual Black spine antennas  and lower

P-51D-20-MA 44-63483 Mown by fuseslages anbennas.
Major Robert W. "Todd® Moo,
45ih Fighter Squadron, 15th
ﬁa}mj’ Group, based at South
Field, lwo Jima, during the
surener of 1945, This  Laler
version of the 45th Squadron
markings comisted of Apple
Green spinners and  the  same
codor bancks on all wing and tail
surface lips on a Natural Metal
finish. Ollive Dvab antiglare panel
foeward of the cockpit, Stfager Vil
was marked on both sides of the
nose and twelve viclony markings
ware carmied under the cockpit on the left  side  only
Mote the Black twin VHF antennas forwand of the dorsal fin,
bevo-hased Mustangs camied the large 165 gallon fuel tanks on
their kong range escon missions,

12{12)

P-510-20-MA, 44-72579
Cagtain LB, Baker, 458th Fighter
Squadron, 506th Fighter Group,
which aerived at Morth Field, b
lima in Aprill of 1945, The 306th
Lol used different tail colors for each
of ihelr squadmons, the A58th
having Insignia  Blue diagonal
stripes  on the  vedical and
horizontal tails of their Nabural
Metal finished Mudtangs. Delta
Queen had a Bunny Rabbit on the
Iefit side amd an attractive archer
on the right side  Six mission
marks were camied indicating ome
acrial viclong, hwo eneny akeralil
destronyed] on the groumd and thnese
lomg ramge o misskons,  In
addition, this afe sports a Lufbwalfie-style spiral on ils spinmer.  Twin VHEF
antenna madts carriced.  Use extra rabbit ears {Decal #43) when building
aircralt with canopy open. The name Delta Chusen looks s us Red with Black cutline. However,
it mry wiell be YedlowiBlack, your choice.
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Between April 7 - August 14, 1945, P-51D pilots of the
LISAAFS Tth Fighter Command - 15th, 2151 and 506
Fighter Groups - flew 51 Very Long Ramge missions
from heo fima to mainland Japam, incheding nine that
wene abored due o bad weather, Used initially o
provide fighter cover for B-20s bombing Tobyo and
ather Japarese cities, the VLR P-51s enjoyed such
siecess that thiry soon were called 1o make low-level
attacks against ground targets as well. In the cowse of
those missbons, which mewe than eight hours
duration, the VLE pilots sconed 234,5 confirmed aerial
victores, plus anoiber 219 lapanese aircrafl distronpec
on the grounmsd.

Carl Molesworth's latest book *Very Long, Range P-51
units of the Pacific war', is scheduled for publication
by Ospeey Publishing in Septernbier 2006. This book i
recommended as further reading on this inberesting,
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Our viry special thanks to Carl Molesworth whose
hedp arud insplration mack: this decal series possible.
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If you have suggestions for future subject matter, AeroMaster would like 1o
hear from you. Our goal is to provide high quality, well researched decals
of unusual and intercsting subjects. We value our customers' input, so if
you have specific suggestions or photographs of unusual subject maller
which you would hg" willing to share, please contact us.
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