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The Mk.VI and Mk.VII were special high altitude-capable
Spitfires equipped with pressurized-cabin cockpits. Developed to
counter a perceived threat by German high altitude bombers, the
need for these specialized Spits was negated when the German
bomber threat never materialized. The pressurized-cabin gear
from these aircraft was subsequently removed, resulting in a new
type, the Spitfire Mk.VIII. When production of these aircraft
proved to be too slow to face the growing threat from the German
Fw190A, the Mk.IX was rushed off the drawing boards to replace
it. The Mk.IX was built around a slightly modified Mk.Vc
fuselage and powered by the Merlin 61 engine. The first
production model rolled off the assembly lines in June 1942, with
production of all models of the Mk.IX reaching nearly 5,600
aircraft by the end of production in June 1945. These models
included the low altitude "LF", powered by the Merlin 66, the
mid-altitude "F" with the Merlin 61 or 63 and the high altitude
"HF" with the Merlin 70. While earlier models were fitted out
with the Spit "C" wing armament layout, the latter half of the

production run was fitted out with the "E" wing layout of two
20mm cannon and two 12.7mm (.50 caliber) Browning machine
guns. Both types featured either the characteristic "normal”
Spitfire elliptical wings or the truncated type seen on some earlier
Spits. Later models of the Mk.IX featured an enlarged rudder.
When production of the Merlin powerplants could not keep up
with the airframe production, license-built Packard Merlin 266
engines with nearly identical performance stats were used in their
place. This Spitfire type, the Mk.XVI, was for all purposes
identical in appearance and performance to the Mk.IX.
Approximately 1,000 aircraft of this type were produced.

(Data: Mk.IXe) Crew: one; wingspan: 11.227m (with standard
wing); length: 9.474m (with standard rudder); height: 3.494m;
wing area: 22.48 sq.m; weight, fully-loaded: 3,572kg; engine:
Merlin 66 (for low altitude type) rated at 1,580hp; cruising range:
698km; top speed: 650kmv/h (low altitude type); fixed armament
("E" wing): 12.7mm machine gun x 4, 20mm cannon x 2.
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