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Messerschmitt Bf 109E-7 Trop
‘Braving Sand and Snow’

In the 1930s, a real revolution was introduced to the aviation by the means of an all metal, cantilever low wing monoplane design. At first, multi engined
bomber machines appeared, outperforming fighter biplanes of the time not just by the speed they were capable of. Therefore, the aviation designers had to
start thinking of a similar concept for their new type of a fighter plane, too. At almost the same time, the first fighter monoplanes begun to emerge from the
drawing boards in the Soviet Union, France, UK, USA as well as in Germany, where the Nazis came to power and feverishl started to arm and to build the new
Luftwaffe. In 1936, the Messerschmitt Bf 109 was accepted to the military as a new standard fighter plane. The initial versions of the Bf 109 A, B, C and D were
fitted with various versions of the Jumo 210 powerplant and their early flight tests and baptism of fire took place in Spain during the Civil War. Until 1938 when
such aircraft as the Spitfire, MS-406 and the P-36 Hawk entered the military service, the 109s had arguably remained the top fighter planes in the world. But by
then, Hawker Hurricanes had already seen a year of active duty. Compared with all these mentioned types, however, the early Jumo-powered Bf 109s had the
disadvantage of lighter armament and less powerful engines.

Both the Luftwaffe and the Messerschmitt management were well aware of the disadvantage and decided to mate the existing airframe with a new type of
powerplant. The V-13 and V-14 prototypes were test flown having been fitted with a DB 600 engine. The new type of engine also brought a new, three-blade
propeller, the wing had been reworked as well as the cooling systems, the nose section received a new, more streamlined shape. The new engines proved
unreliable and not fit for service, so the military focused on the more modern DB 601 powerplant instead. The first test flights of prototypes V-13, V-15 and
V-15a promptly showed that what an excellent fighter aircraft had been born. The plane was designated the Bf 109E and became colloquially known as the
Emil. Following the E-0 test and evaluation batch, the production started in December 1938, giving simultaneously, almost right from the start, two different
versions. The Bf 109E-1 was lightly armed, having just four machine guns, whilst the E-3 featured mixed armament of two machine guns in the fuselage and
two 20 mm MG FF cannon carried in the wing. When the war broke out in September 1939, both the early engine-fitted versions and the Emils fought over
Poland and Western Europe during so-called Sitzkrieg. Aerial combats against French fighters only brought about even faster transfer of the early machines
to training units. In the spring of 1940, the Luftwaffe commenced the attack on Denmark, Norway, France and the Benelux countries equipped only with Emils.
Because of well the thought through tactics and excellent performance of the new Bf 109Es and twin-engined Bf 110s, the Luftwaffe enjoyed overwhelming air
dominance. Of all west-european fighter machines, only the French Dewoitine D.520 and British Spitfire could match the German Emils. The Attack on the
West ended in crushing victory of the Luftwaffe. It was not only until the Battle of Britain that the first serious weak point of the Bf 109E was revealed, ie their
rather short legs. The combat experience gained during the war influenced the development of newer versions. The E-4B ground attack version was fitted
with a belly bomb rack, while the E-7 to have been fitted with a rack capable of carrying a fuel tank. These two new features begun to be installed
retrospectively to earlier-built machines too. Some of the Emils got more powerful DB 601N engine with the GM-1 nitrous oxide injection system and could be
recognized by having a letter N or Z added to their type number. A version adapted for harsh tropical conditions was also introduced into production.
Produced, or at least tested was a small number of the E-5, E-6, E-8 and E-9 versions, the 109 E was also used as a basis for a long-span wing, carrier borne
Bf 109T type. The productionof the Bf 109E lasted until the autumn of 1941 when they begun to be replaced with a reworked and more modern Bf 109F type.
The Bf 109E, however, enjoyed aerial supremacy for a rather long time. They were nothing less than a very dangerous opponent to the Allied pilots both in
Africa, over Malta and over the Eastern Front too and remained so well until 1942 when the more modern 109 versions and also the Fw190 gradually begun to
take their place. A fighting machine capable of such performance as was the Emil attracted militaries of other countries too. The Bf 109 E-3a export version
was introduced to the air forces of Switzerland, Spain, Yugoslavia, Rumania as well as Bulgaria. Testing examples were bought and flown by Italy, Japan and
the Soviet Union. During the course of the war, more surplus ex-Luftwaffe machines were delivered to Slovakia, Croatia and Rumania.

Specifications and performance of the Bf 109E-4: span: 9.90 m, length: 8.76 m, max. speed: 560 km/h at 4,440 m, range: 560 km, ceiling: 11,000 m,
armament: 2x MG 17 7.9 mm machine guns, 2x 20 mm MG FF cannon.
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Tricata léta minulého stoleti pfinesla do letectvi revoluci. Tou revoluéni zménou byl celokovovy samonosny dolnoplo$nik. Nejprve se objevily vicemotorové
stroje. Rychlosti a dalSimi vykony deklasovaly nové bombardéry stihaci letouny té doby, dvouploSniky. A proto se konstruktéfi zaméfili na novy typ stihaciho
letounu. V prakticky stejné dobé byly prvni stihaci dolnoploSniky zkonstruovany v SSSR, ve Francii, Velké Britanii, USA a Némecku. V Némecku, kde se
k moci dostali v roce 1933 nacisté, se hore¢né zbrojilo a budovala se nova Luftwaffe. V roce 1936 byl jako novy standardni stihaci letoun vybran
Messerschmitt Bf 109. Prvni verze Bf 109 A, B, C a D byly pohanény riiznymi verzemi motoru Jumo 210. Otestovany a bojové nasazeny byly ve Spanélsku.
Az do roku 1938 $lo o patrné nejlepsi stihacky na svété. V tomto roce byly do bojové sluzby zafazeny letouny jako Spitfire, MS-406 ¢i P-36 Hawk. Hawker
Hurricane byl jiz rok v ¢inné sluzbé. Proti témto letountim byly Bf 109 s motory Jumo handicapovany nizkym vykonem motord a slabou vyzbroji.

Této skute€nosti si byly veleni Luftwaffe a vedeni firmy Messerschmitt védomy. Bf 109 mél dostat novy motor. V prototypech V-13 a V-14 byly testovany
DB 600 byly shledany nevyzralymi pro stihacky. Pozornost se proto zaméfila na novy motor DB 601. Testy prototypt V-13, V-15 a V-15a ukéazaly, Ze se zrodil
skvély letoun. Dostal oznaceni Bf 109E a hovorové pojmenovani Emil. Po testovaci a ovéfovaci série stroju E-0 byla v prosinci 1938 zahajena sériova vyroba.
Prakticky od zacatku sériové vyroby byly produkovany dvé verze. Bf 109E-1 byla lehce vyzbrojena verze se Ctyfmi kulomety, Bf 109E-3 byla téZce vyzbrojena
verze, ktera méla misto kfidelnich kulomet(i namontovany kanény MG FF raze 20 mm. Od zafi 1939 bojovaly nové Bf 109E, spole¢né se starSimi verzemi
Bf 109, nad Polskem a zapadni Evropou pfi tzv. valce v sedé. Souboje s francouzskymi stihackami pfesun Bf 109 s motory Jumo k vycviku. Na jafe 1940
zahdjila Luftwaffe utok na Dansko, Norsko a zemé Beneluxu a Francii jen s Bf 109E. Luftwaffe méla diky propracované taktice a skvélym vykondm svych
Bf 109E (a dvoumotorovych Bf 110) drtivou pfevahu. Ze zapadoevropskych letount se Bf 109E vyrovnavaly vykonové jen francouzské Dewoitine D.520
a britské Spitfire Mk.I. Utok na zapad skongil drtivym vytézstvim Luftwaffe. AZ Bitva o Britanii odhalila slabinu prvnich verzi Bf 109E, kratky dolet. Vale¢né
zkus$enosti se promitly do vyvoje dalSich verzi. Bitevni varianta E-4B byla vybavena podtrupovym pumovym zavésnikem. Verze E-7 jako prvni dostala pod
trup zavésnik na pfidavnou nadrz. Na tento standart se zpétné upravovaly i starsi verze. Do ¢asti stroju byl montovan vykonéj$i motor DB 601N nebo
vstfikovani oxidu dusného GM-1. Tyto verze dostaly za oznaceni verze lomitko a pismeno N nebo Z. Vyrabéna byla i tropikalizovana verze. V malém
mnozstvi byly vyrabény nebo alespon testovany verze E-5, E-6, E-8a E-9. Bf 109E se stal také zakladem namorni verze Bf 109T s kfidlem o velkém rozpéti.
Vyroba verzi Bf 109E béZela az do podzimu 194 1. Pak byly ve vyrobé nahrazeny dalSi velmi pfepracovanou verzi, Messerschmittem Bf 109F.

Vykonovou pfevahu si Bf 109E udrzely pomérné dlouho. V Africe, nad Maltou i na Vychodni fronté predstavovaly nebezpeéného protivnika az do roku 1942.
Postupné je ve vyzbroji Luftwaffe nahrazovaly jak novéjsi verze stodevitek, tak nové Fw 190.

Tak vykony letoun, jako byl Bf 109E pfilakal také zahraniéni zajemce. Exportni stroje Bf 109E-3 a zakoupilo a zafadilo do vyzbroje Spanélsko, Svycarsko,
Jugoslavie, Rumunsko, Bulharsko. Testovaci kusy zakoupily Italie, Japonsko a Sovétsky svaz. V prubéhu valky dalsi stroje ze zasob Luftwaffe dostalo
Slovensko, Chorvatsko a Rumunsko.

TTD Bf 109E-4: rozpéti: 9,90m, délka: 8,76 m, max. rychlost: 560 km/h ve vySce 4 440 m, dolet: 560 km, dostup: 11 000 m, vyzbroj: 2x kulomet MG 17 7,9 mm,
2x kanén MG FF raze 20.
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2mm each side

part B33 is to be used with

a photo-etched instrument
panel - which will be available
separately.
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decals s30
production number varied A9
- check with your references %

use parts B14 and B15
when displaying the mg
compartment open

rear and side views show
the correct position and angle

of the engine bearer struts B12

B29

or just B49 for the fuselage £
panels left in place

can be left off if you wish to display
the machine gun and ammunition
compartment open
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engine cowl! A7 can be left off

if you wish to display
the engine section open
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front view showing
the correct angle of wheels
on undercarriage legs

B66

hand crank is optional, glue it in its place only
when the model has been finished and painted
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Messerschmitt Bf 109E-7 Trop, W.Nr.6389, White 9, 1.(J)/LG2, pilot Oberleutnant Erwin
‘Ceasar’ Clausen, Mariupol, Germany-occupied Ukraine, the Soviet Union, December
1941. The desert scheme colours already began peeling off the rudder of White 9 which
also carried markings of victories attained all over the battlefields where Clausen had
already fought, from Poland and France, where he had brought down a French Potez 63
and a British Hurricane, to Yugoslavia and the Soviet Union. Of interest might be that even
in December, when Clausen shot down two more enemies, White 9 was being operated
from a snowy airfield still wearing her desert colours. In total, Clausen claimed 132
victories, mostly over the Eastern Front. His tally also contains a dozen US ‘vier-mots’, or
four-engined bombers. Clausen was awarded the Knight's Cross and, given the command
of ./JG11and on 4 October 1943 was eventually killed in a combat with American bombers

over the North Sea.
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note:

Messerschmitt Bf 109E-7 Trop, W.Nr.6389, bila 9, 1.(J)/LG2, pilot Oberleutnant Erwin
,Ceasar” Clausen, zakladna Mariupol, Ukrajina, prosinec 1941. Smérovku bilé 9, ze které
se vyrazné loupala africka kamuflaz, zdobily sestiely protivnikii ze vSech bojist, kde
E. Clausen bojoval, od Polska, pfes Francii, kde sestfelil francouzsky Potez 63 a britsky
Hurricane, Jugoslavii aZ po Sovétsky svaz. Zajimavé je, Ze i v prosinci, kdy E. Clausen
sestfelil dal$i dva protivniky, létala bild 9 ze snéhem pokrytého letisté stéle v africké
kamuflaZi. E. Clausen dosahl 132 vitézstvi, hlavné na vychodni fronté. Na jeho konté je
i dvanact americkych ctyfmotorovych bombardérd. Byl vyznamenan rytifskym kfizem
s dubovymi ratolestmi. Padl jako velitel |. Gruppe JG11 4. fijna 1943 nad Severnim mofem
v boji s americkymibombardéry.
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Messerschmitt Bf 109E-7 Trop, chevron/A, Stabschwarm [./JG 27, pilot
grupenadjuntant Oblt. Ludwig Franzisket, April 1941. After being transferred to
North Africa, Franzisket's machine still remained in its original scheme of RLM02/71.
Later when Franzisket commanded 1/JG27, he flew another machine with similar
personal markings and in desert colours. In total, he achieved forty-three victories
and was also awarded the Knight's Cross. Beginning with 30 december 1944 and
untilthe end of the war, Franzisket was JG27's commanding officer. After the war, he
devoted himself to science, became a professor and the director of the
Westfélisches Museum fiir Naturkunde. He passed away in 1988.

Scheme B 528
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3x1  $8826 s27 (1) s24

Messerschmitt Bf 109E-7 Trop, Sevron/A, Stabschvarm 1./JG 27, pilot
grupenadjuntant Oblt. Ludwig Franzisket, duben 1941. Po pfesunu do Afriky zistal
letoun L. Franzisketa v pdvodnim zbarveni barev RLM02/71. Pozdéji, jako velitel I/JG
27 lgtal L. Franzisket na podobné oznaceném stroji v poustni kamuflazi. Celkem
dosahl Etyricetitri sestreld, byl nositelem rytifského kfize. Od 30. prosince 1944, az do
konce vélky velel celé JG 27. Po vélce se vénoval védé a stal se profesorem
a feditelem Westfélisches Museum fiir Naturkunde. Zemrel v roce 1988.
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Messerschmitt Bf 109E-7 Trop, White 10, 1./JG27, pilot Fw. Giinther Steinhausen,
Ain-el-Gazala, Libya, August 1941. It very likely was this machine that Steinhausen
got his first five aerial victories on, our profile show the machine after the fourth kill
even though it still has not been credited on the rudder. Among these five victories
was also the downing of British ace pilot Sgt.Maurice Hards. At the end of August,
1./JG27 was withdrawn from North Africa, when already rearmed with the Bf 109F
version fighters. Int he morning of 6 September 1942, Steinhausen attained his
fortieth victory only to be shot down himself in a matter of only few moments, his
victors being most possibly Hurricanes of No. 127 Sqn. Steinhausen was
posthumously awarded the Knight's Cross and his body has never been found.
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Messerschmitt Bf 109E-7 Trop, bila 10, 1./JG27, pilot Fw. Giinther Steinhausen,
zékladna Ain-el-Gazala, Libye, srpen 1941. Pravdépodobné na tomto stroji ziskal
G. Steinhausen svych prvnich pét vitézstvi, (kresba letounu odpovida dobé, kdy
dosahl ctvrtého vitézstvi, které ale nebylo dosud na SOP zaznamenéano) véetné
sestfelu britského esa Sgt. Maurice Hardse. Na konci srpna 1941 byla 1./JG27 z Afriky
staZena a vrétila se pfezbrojena na Bf 109F. 6. zafi 1942 rano doséhl G. Steinhausen
svého Ctyricatého vitézstvi. Vzapéti byl ale ve sve Bf 109F bila 5 sém sestfelen,
pravdépodobné Hurricany 127. peruté. Jeho télo se nikdy nenaslo. Posmrtné byl
vyznamenan rytifskym kfiZzem.
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Messerschmitt Bf 109E-7 Trop, W.Nr.4964, S9+DR, 7./ZG1, El Alamein, Libya,
August 1942. The newly formed Ill.Gruppe of ZG1 flew the Bf 109E in the ground
attack role. The unit, transferred to Northern Africa, took part in the battle of El
Alamein. Service in the harsh desert environment was quite tough and the spare
parts were often scarce, which in this instance can be demonstrated by the non-
standard replacement starboard side wing still bearing European-style camouflage
colours. The crosses on each side of the fuselage were of different size.

Scheme D 3x1  $8s26 s27  S28(1) s24

Messerschmitt Bf 109E-7 Trop, W.Nr.4964, S9+DR, 7./ZG1, El Alamein, Libya, srpen
1942. Nové zformovana Ill. Gruppe ZG1 byla vybavena letouny Bf 109E a urcena
k bitevnim utokum. Byla pfesunuta do Afriky a zdcastnila se bitvy o El Alamein.
O néroénosti a nedostatku nahradnich dili svéd¢i to, Ze letounu byla v polnich
podminkach vyménéna prava polovina kfidla. Ta pochazela z letounu v evropské
kamuflazi. Trupové kfiZe byly na kazdé poloviné trupu jiného rozméru.
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