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F4F-3A (Group C), BuNo 3914

fundeko I,S : )m Lt (jg) Wilmer Rawie, VF-6

USS Enterprise, CV-6
First USN victory of WWII. Taroa Atoll. 1 February 1942

www.fundekals.net

0‘ The F&F-TAs had bast tubes an e ouler wing

guns. The apening was beveled back 8
approximately 3 45 degree anghe. with the Lovwer
wdge Turther Torward than the upoer edge. We
are mot awane of this having been documented
anywiens. DU it is clearty visibbe in pholos.

M Decats § & & Separate "F4F-I° ‘0
Both of e FUF-3s on this

tihes e provided ¥ you wish
shis! carried thi small bomd b paint e nuddar sbripes.
i rack umder the cuter wings.

inside aft-most canopy seclion
I painted NS Light Gray,

MNon-Specular
Blue-Gray

MNon-Specular
Light Gray
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F4F-4, BuNo 5171

fl:l ndekQ IS . )m Cdr John “Jimmy" Thach, VF-3

MNAS Kaneohe Bay. Hawaii
5 May 1942

www.fundekals.net

D Light Gray. Mole the differences in the pattem from

ﬂ"l'ﬂhli aireral thal warg lield camaullaged, The vwehaal

' *
cover is now Blue-Gray. and the fuselage demarcation line ﬁ
Is lower  Atse nole e red pitet mast - common o all w :

FiF-La. Cockpil'was Bronze Green, and the cowling interior

and whaal hay ware Grumman bgh grey almaost off-whiba) Decals & & 7: Separate “F4F-T ?,;:?mﬂ'us m-m“um

lithes are providad iF you wish
o paint the rudder sirpes.

MNa+b

Bay, the aircral] was Titled with
the lerger preumat 1ail wheol

Mo fusslage B lights fitted to
FiF-Ls In 19T

MNon-Specular
Blue-Gray

Non-Specular
Light Gray
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v F4F-3 (G D), BuNo 3986
fundekals :) R e
= USS Lexington, CV-2

Battle of the Coral Sea. 8 May 1942

www.fundekals.net

Free's code nusmbers and Lt Gapler's name

E- Fox
9 were painted over fresh, slighily darker pathches o
of N5 Blue-Gray paint covering her previcus
markings, She t belleved 10 have been F-13 E W
previousty Delivered in averall BS Light Gray., the
Both of the FLF-3% on this

arcrall reciewed the upper surace NS Blue-Gray — -
tites are provided if you wish to
shesl carried the small hom paint the rudder stripss.
rack under the outer wings. 7

aer deleeery relaining the Light Gray whel disis.
and feahuring a @iferant Lamoulage Ssmarcation
compared bo faciory NSBG finished siroraf.

Mole the crescent of sheet mietal dé
inside af-most andpy seciion
i3 painted RS Light Gray

16

Non-Specular
Blue-Gray

Non-Specular
Light Gray

Copyright © 2021 All Rights Reserved



F4F-4, BuNo 5171

fu nde ko I.S : )T Cdr John "Jimmy" Thach, VF-3

USS Yorktown. CV-5
Battle of Midway. 4 June 1942

www.fundekals.net

4a

—
M

i Nole I
DMﬁ{N the Ballle of Midway commenced, B

the Kavy had ardered the red center spot and the
il iwhite rudder S37ipEs ramovid om all coimsat

ﬂw '0

Mot the crescenl of sheet metal
irdide afl-mesl aropy saclion
is painted N5 Blue-Gray.

aircraft.  Pholos of FiFs of thes period clearty
show & darker shade of NS Blus-Gray visiie on
thee rudder= where the =skrpes. were overpasnied.

DM,&

'|'.I'h||¢ al=ard LSS Worklown, e
smaller solid tael wheel was fitted

Mo fuselage 10 Lghes fitted o
FisF-&s in 1962 ]

7 11a
Mon-Specular
Blue-Gray

Non-Specular
Light Gray
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fu nde ko I,S : ) Machi nkst'silz;tf -I;ﬁ‘r;aE L;m;?m? l‘ldi?—aﬁ

™

USS Enterprise. CV-4
www.fundekals.net Operation Watchtower. August 1942

.l Mote
L -

il Vote

D This aircralt was Rciory-Ereshed in NS Blue-Gray over NS

Light Gray. Mobe the differences in the pattern from
previcus aircrall that ware Tiesd camsullaged. The wheel
cover is now Blue-Gray and the fuselage demarcation line
is lower, Also nege I red pilol masl - camman b2 &l
F&F-4s. Cockpil was Bronze Green. and the cowling inferior
and whael hay wars Grumman light grey lalmest alfowhita)

inshdy all-mosd canopy saclion
is. painted NS Blue-Gray

MNon-Specular
Blue-Gray

Non-Specular
Light Gray

Copyright © 2021 All Rights Reserved



fundekals ) T I

USS Ranger, CV-4
Operation Torch, 8 November 1942

www.fundekals.net

e Mote white tip on radio mast. I

Latar FAF propsiier
Fubs had B Squared
off forward end.

L]
t o Mote €
9 This aireralt was Rclony-fAesshed in NS Blus-Gray over NS

Light Gray. Mobte the differences in the pattern from
priniois airerall that ware Tield cameullaged. Tha wheel
cover is now Blue-Gray and the fuselage demarcation ine
I @fferant Aso noile fhe red piiot mast - commen fo &l
F&F-4s. Cockpit was Bronze Green. and the oowling interior
and wheel bay wera Grumman light grey {almost off-whita).

i afi-most canopy saction
= painted NS Bues-Gray.

dunng Dperation Torch missions. They were %
lpcated furthar sulboard oe (he FAF-& than the
-3 due ta the presence of the ouber wing guns.

8

it

FIIM I.u FﬁF—Sa in 1“2

12

Mon-Specular
Blue-Gray

Non-Specular
Light Gray

Location of
bomb rack

Location of
bomb rack

Copyright @ 2021 All Righls Reserved



fiundekals ) i S

USS Ranger. CV-4
Operation Torch, 8 Novermnber 1942

www.fundekals.net

JJ

Moke white lip on radio masl. |

Latar F4F progeiier
Fubs had & Squaned
off forward end.

"_‘..-

9 This aircralt was lactany-firsshad in NS Blus-Gray over NS

Light Gray. Motz the differences in the paltern from
previcus aircrall that ware Bield cameullaged, The wheel
cover is now Blue-Gray and the fuselage demarcation e
|5 @iMerent  Also nale the red pliot mast - commen 1o 28
FaF-4s, Cockpil was Bronze Green. and the cowling interior
and whael bay wera Grumman light grey jalmest aff-whital

19

QM ,0

WF-41 Wildcats garried wing Bomb racka
durmg Dperation Torch missions. They were

Iocated durihar suiboard om ihe F&F-dihan the
-3 due b the presence of the ouber wing guns.

8

iy afl-mosl canopy saction
= painled NS Blue-Gray.

panidee

Flltd |n F-iF-Sa in 1?&2

12
Mon-Specular
Blue-Gray

Non-Specular
Light Gray

Location of
bomb rack

Location of
bomb rack

Copyright © 2021 All Righls Reserved




& F4F-4, BuNo 4087
fundeko I.S : )m Lt (jg) Charles "Windy" SL:aielgﬁ_. VF-41

USS Ranger, CV-4
www.fundekals.net Operation Torch. 8 November 1942

e Mok while tip on radio mast. I

16

Mole the more aft position of the
luselage indigria on this aircrall,

16

Early FLF propafier
hubs had a2 doms
shaped forward end.

DE This aircrall was faclory-finshed in oversll NS Light Gray.

NS
Blue-Gray was applied afier defivery  Note the ME Lrghr Gray

whesl covers and the darker patches of NS Blue-Gray oovering the
previgus “41-F-22° codes. Also nate the red pitol mast - comman
o all FEF-L5, Cockpil was Broeee Gresn and the cowling mleriar
and wheel bay were Grumman light grey [almast of-white).

17

0 M L i M‘ ,0
WF-41 Wildests carried wing h-umh mm #
dunng Operation Torch missions
logated furthar aulboard cn [he FﬁF i-1hﬁ|'| Thi
-1 due to the presence of the: ouber wing guns.

8

imside afl-rmoal caropy secion
is painted N5 Light Gray

sedage (D lghts

12
Non-Specular _ : A
Blue-Gray \ Y 4

Non-Specular
Light Gray

Location of
bomb rack

Location of
bomb rack
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fundekals :). il L

Mid-Atlantic Ocean
www.fundekals.net 13 July 1943

quantRle

Latar FaF propeliar
hubs had a squared
off furaand endl |

h-‘- .
Gr_\—
Jaif ole

9 This aircralt was factory-freshed in NS Blug-Gray over NS
Light Gray. Mote the differences in the paltern from

privicus aircraft thal ware lietd cameudlaged. Tha whesl
cover is now Blue-Gray and the fuselage demarcation line
I lowar, Also note the ned pilol mast = common b2 all
FéF-4s. Cockpil was Bronze Green. and the mowling inferior
and wheel bay were Grumman light grey |almost off-whita).

insade afl-mos! canopy seclion
iz painted N5 Blue-Grayg

Mon-5Specular
Blue-Gray

Non-Specular
Light Gray

Copyright © 2021 All Rights Reserved



. 4F-4 Wi
fundekals :).

Mid-Atlantic Ocean

www.fundekals.net August 1943

0 MM&

l Hale white fip on radic mast. I“

| Later F&F propelier
hibs kad & squsred
off forward encl

'Rear face of prop

T ——— g
f.\h
gl Note
blades showing NS

O Thvis aircralt wiss lactory-inishad in N5 Blus-Gray ovir NS
Light Gray. The 45W || scheme was applied by the hary.
probanly at NAS Norfulk, A4 irsces of the NSBG/NSLE M
scheme have deappeared except for the crescent of sheet
matal vizibls ingide the aft lowser sliding canapy windos, = " .
aﬂé m - Insignia White over-

i
i poiied NS & m.sm fo. . spray. Applicable to
all ASW camouflage
scheme alc

ANA 621
Dark Gull Gray

ANA 511/ANA 401
Insignia White

Copyright © 2021 All Rights Reserved



o F4F-4 Wildcat
fu ndeko IS : ) VC-13. USS CDFE.IEVE—?E
e Mid-Atlantic Ocean

October 1943

www.fundekals.net

R S

Firishad in NS Blus-Gray sver NS A}oé
Light Gray. The A5W || scheme was applied by the Navy. .
[I;ﬁhahh‘ al Nﬁﬂﬂﬂl‘fﬂlka AR K-if:-i- of the NSB-EfI'NELE
emic have ppeare fIIZEFI the cresoent of sheet - .
mistal visibls inside The &l lwsr sliding canagy winoe, }k :'h: g:ﬂ;mlﬁ
red-bordered  nafiorsl

insignizs al same paint
priario Delober of 1R43
Use white hackground
ingignine |decal 3 Irom
aic & for tuselage and
e clear background
decals for the wings.

resice afi-most canopy seclion
&5 painled NS Blue-Gray

ANA 621

Dark Gull Gray . 10
ANA 620 .

Light Gull Gray L ==

ANA 511/ANA 601 —

Insignia White

Copyright © 2021 All Rights Reserved



fundekals :)m e Iaca!

Mid-Atlantic Ocean

]

www.fundekals.net December 1943

B. | Hole whide fip on redic mast. I“

-

Later F&F propelier
hiiha Bsd & squsred
off forward end

MM@

This aircrall was likely Tectory-linighad in N5 Blue-Dray ovar NS

Light Gray. or possibdy the newer tri-color blusfwhile scheme. The 0 -
ASW || scheme was apgpiied by 1he Nawy, probabily at NAS Maorfolk, 0

Al troces of the fackory color scheme have dsappeared except for
tha crescant of shaat mstal wisibla insede the at lower shdng caropy
wirsdove. Mate the red pitsd masl, in common wilh all F&F-&s.

at-mnst canopy section &5 painted NS
Blue-Tray lor pozaibly N5 Dark Sea Bluel.

ANA 621

Dark Gull Gray
AMA 511/ANA 601
Insignia White

Copyright © 2021 All Rights Reserved
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fundekals :), oo ot s O

USS Ranger. CV-4
www.fundekals.net Operation Leader, 4 October 1943

gl Rete

* | Later F&F propefier
Fuibs had B Squaned
off forvward end.

Bhie-Gray cver N5 Light Gréyt The néw W-calor
schemic wias applied by e Mavy. possibly al the
MAS Mool or MAS Jacksanmilla depal,

Et“ -
This aircraft was feclory-finished in NS D%

mzide af-most canopy seclion
= painted N5 Elue-Gray.

ANA 06
Semi-Gloss Sea Blue

ANA 608
NS Intermediate Blue

ANA 601
NS Insignia White

Copyright © 2021 All Rights Reserved



fundekals :). okl

USS Ranger, CV-4
www.fundekals.net Operation Leader, 4 October 1943

gl

| | Later F&F propeiier
Fuibs had B squered
off forward end.

Et‘" *
This aircrafl was dactory-finished in NS 0%

Bibue-Gray over M5 Light Gray The new ti-color

scheme veas appdied by the Mavy, possibly at the
NAS Mool or MAS Jacksomills depal,

wreside af-miost canopy seclion
= paintad NS Blae-Gray

ANA 606

Semi-Gloss Sea Blue . 10

ANA 608 ’

NS Intermediate Blue » ', ] 1 . \
l 1

ANA 601 J

NS Insignia White

Copyright @ 2021 All Rights Reserved



F4F-4, BuNo 11954

. i Lt (jg}s Will "Dub” Taylor & D.S. "Diz" Laird. VF-4
fundekals .)m ’ :

USS Ranger, CV-4
Operation Leader, 4 October 1943

www.fundekals.net

E Hul! white fip on radio mast

| Later FiE propelier
Fuhs had B squaned
off ferward end.

L7
E. This aircrafl was dactory-finished in M5 a%

Bue-Gray ouer NS Light Gray Thes new be-color
scheme was apglied by the Mavy, possibly al the
HAS Mool or MAS Jacksamille depal,

ride af-miost canopy section
& paintad N5 Blue-Gray

ANA 606
Semi-Gloss Sea Blue

ANA 608
NS Intermediate Blue

ANA 601
NS Insignia White

. 10
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F4F-3/F4F-3A Wildcat

Vari

lant Details

LYL-2 Petaith

Grumman produced the F4F-3 in four distinct groups. Each had
its awn unique configuration as shown in the illustrations below.
All Grumman-built Wildcats festured Bronze Green cockpits,
and Grumman's unigue light grey (a very light. almost off-white
color) inside the cowlings. wheel wells, and other interior areas.

F4F-3 Group A

BuMos 1848-1896 delivered to VF-4 (later
VF-71) Dec 1940 - Jan 1941, Probably never
used in combat.

BuMos 2512-2538 delivered to WF-71 and
VF-42 Feb &41. Some used in combat. 2512,
2517, 2526, 2530, and 2537 converted to
F4F-3F

F4F-3 Group B

BuMos 3856 - 3874 delivered to VF-42 and
VF-T1 in Jun 1941, MNever used in combat. but
later used as stateside trainers.

F4F-3A Group C

BuNos 3875 - 3949 deliverad to VF-5, VF-6,
and VMF-111 in May - Jun 1941, Most aircraft
saw combat with VF-2, VF-3, VF-6. and
VMF-212. 3918 converted lo FAF-3AP photo
reconnaissance fighter,

The F&F-3A had a single-stage. two-speed
supercharger. and had markedly inferior
performance compared lo other F&Fs with
two-stage superchargers.

F4F-3 Group D

BuNos 3970-4057 delivered to VF-3. VF-5.
VMF-121. YMF-211. and WVMF-221 between
Jul - Sep 1941

BuNos 12230-12329 delivered Jan - May 1743
and used only for stateside training

={=g]

Credil to Richard M. Hill im “The Wingman'. 1974 and to Dana Bell for this indormaticn
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E4F-
fermalion lighl an the spine. ko
whita light as o kaber varlans

35 had only the Blue

%

oL ™

Deteir

Early FilFs, up Hhroegh at leas! sarly
FiF-i production had a subsianiial
fanget fow Lug on th belly

8

Many sarly war F4F-3s had these
fwin ABA IFF anianna pashs
offset a few inches left of center:

f@,ﬁ
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