RC-135 "V" s
Strategic Recon
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In the early fifties, Boeing aircraft came up with a concept to market a jet powered plane that could be used by both
the military as a tanker and civilian aviation companies as an airliner.

The design was an all new aircraft, model number 367-80 (or dash 80 for short). The first prototype was rolled out at
Renton, Washington on May 14, 1954, and made its first flight on July 15. In July of '56, the first production KC-135
rolled out of the Renton plant and began operational service on April 30, 1957.

Since that time, the KC-135 platform has seved as a basis for over 40 different variations of the basic aircraft. Strategic
Reconnaissance variants have played a vital role in the U.S. Air force's ntelligence gathering operations for the last
20 years. The RC-135"V" (Radar variant "V" configuration), a recent version en gaged in these information gathering
operations, is the most numerous of the Recon mission RC-135s.

The RC-135s large size allows for the installation of a wide variety of mission-specific equipment. This equipment
can be changed over to suit particular needs without making major changes to the outside of the aircraft. On the outside
the SLARs (Side Looking Airborne Radar) are housed in large "cheek" housin gs while the extended front radome
covers forward looking radar array. This "Thimble," or "Hog" nose, plus the cheek antennas are a quick way to identify
the RC-135 from the original tanker version, the KC-135. A forest of disc, blade and blister antenna decorate the bottom
and top of the fuselage, their location can and does change from mission to mission.
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PILOT SEATS
Seat Back Light Ghost Gray;

3 Seat Cushions Flat Red 6
CONTROL COLUNNS NAVIGATOR/BOOMER SEAT
oA Semi Gloss Black Seat Backs Light Ghost Gray;

Seat Cushions FI
INSTRUMENT PANEL 8 Flat Red

Dark Gull Gray;
Dry brush Gauges Faces
Semi Gloss Black
OPTIONAL

DECAL 1

OPTIONAL
2B

INSTRUMENT PANEL
Flat Black
(use with Decal 1)

10 FLOOR

CREW ENTRY CHUTE _ Top Light Ghost Gray;
Light Ghost Gray Bottom Flat Gull Gray
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ELECTRONIC RACK ELECTRICAL RACK
Outside Wall Light Ghost Gray Light Ghost Gray Shelves Light Ghost Gray;
5 Components Flat Black
9

NAVIGATOR STATION
Light Ghost Gray

REAR TOILET WALL

—-)
Back Wall Light Ghost Gray
| Flat Black

Flat Black Flat White
Desk Top '
Flat White - |
143

RACK BACK

Light Ghost Gray
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EQUIPMENT RACK/ = I =
ESCAPE SPOILER = ey S
Light Ghost Gray o =T

FLOOR ASSEMBLY
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OXYGEN TANKS

Insignia Yellow
13 g

APU
Light Ghost Gray

FLOOR ASSEMBLY

15
REAR BULKHEAD
Light Ghost Gray
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49 NOSE GEAR STRUT
Gloss White

210
NOSE GEAR TAXI LIGHT

Housing Gloss White /
17
A, NOSE WHEEL WELL

Gloss Light Gray
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WATER TANK HOUSING
Gloss Light Gray

21

MAIN GEAR WHEEL WELL
FRONT

Gloss Light Gray

22
MAIN GEAR WHEEL WELL
REAR
Gloss Light Gray

FLOOR ASSEMBLY

Gloss Light Gray
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Assembly Sequence PORT
A. Finish Steps 1 through 5. | CHEEK £
B. If building with the Crew Door EAIE
(#112) or the Gear Well Doors (#113, (Cement i
127, 128, 129, and 130) in the closed 100, 101 after #114 (
position. Cement these parts to the FUSELAGE Use Wing A
fuselage now (see Steps 9 and 10). Inside Flat Gull Gray help :
C. Cement Cargo Door (#114) into
Fuselage.

D. Paint the inside of the Fuselage Flat

; 204
Gull Gray.
ST : : : 45 AFT Wi
E. if building with Landing Gear in SATCOM Clez

lower position, cement the assembled

Nose Gear Well to the Left Fuselage.

F. Cement the Assembled Floor to the
R Pucolage i T e

G. Add 20 grams of weight to the

inside of the nose of the aircraft.

H. Cement both Fuselage halves

together.

I. Cement Satcom Blisters (#45),

Fuel Dump (#119), Ventral Housing 205

(#55), and Slar Cheek Antenna Fairing BOOMER'S SIDE

to Assembled Fuselage. WINDOW

NOTE: You may want to use the Wing Clear

Assemblies to properly align the

SLAR Cheek Antennas (see step 9).

BLISTER

204
AFT WINDOW
Clear
7 203
FUSELAGE DOOR WINDOW
Clear
o / S
£ i o V.
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=~ f Sl
i) | —
119 . M e
FUEL DUMP
205
BOOMER'S SIDE WINDOW
Clear
35 51
EETJTTA'- STARBOARD S
SING CHEEK ANTEN

FAIRING
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Fuselage
114
i DOOR

Clear

201 Z4
'\ CELESTIAL OBSERVATION
WINDOW

>
4 L Clear T

20 GRAMS
Approximately
7 pennies

o = 202 .
WING ILLUMINATION

LIGHT

Clear : 201 i

CELESTIAL OBSERVATION
WINDOW
Clear

Flat Gull Gray - FS 36440
Flat White - FS 37875

Flat Black - FS 37038

Light Ghost Gray - FS 36375
Insignia Red - FS 31136
Insignia Yellow - FS 33538
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104 (UPPER)

106 (LOWER)

STARBOARD
WING

FUSELAGE ASSEMBLY

102
WING CENTER

103 (UPPER)
105 (LOWER)
PORT WING
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SHADED AREA /
Gloss Light Gray >

(BOTH SIDES)



133, 134 Note: Align and cement engine

INBOARD o ds at 90° i
TF-33 ENGINES i pods at 90 to the wing
— (both sides)
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135 N
REVERSE .
SLEEVE N 4

HF TUNER
ANTENNA
(both sides)

138 p.A =
TF-33 EXHAUST g AL
FINS - . “
Flat Black —
{both sides)
131, 132
OUTBOARD

— TF-33 ENGINES
- (both sides)
137 b |
TF-33 INTAKE
FINS STEEL
Steel
(both sides)

~REVERSE
SLEEVE




141 (UPPER)
140 (LOWER)
STARBOARD
STABILIZER

Semi Gloss
Black

120
FIN TIP

Note: To avoid breaking small
parts off afier assembly, you
may wish to rest the aircraft
on a small soft pillow as
needed until assembly is
completed.
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139 (UPPER)

142 (LOWER)

=,
PORT
‘ STABILIZER
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9 STROBE BEACON
Clear

111
COCKPIT ROOF

208
LANDING
LIGHT

200
WINDSHIELD
Clear;

Instrument Panel
Flat Black

F-‘-h"-dq.—.._%__. el e,

LANDING
LIGHT

112
CREW DOOR
Note: Trim hinges if cementing
door in closed position.




54 129 (STARBOARD) Note: Cement the

WING-TIP 130 (PORT) Main Gear to the
PROBE -*" WH EEL WELL DOOR notches located
: (both sides) | Gloss Light Gray on thn._-
Assemble 8 Main Gear sets o _ Note: Fold wheel Lower Wing.
VENTRAL t doors as shown if
DISC ANTENNA | building with doors 127 (STARBOARD)
27 (OUTER) : open for servicing. 128 (PORT)
28 (INNER) FIat_Elack = GEAR STRUT
MAIN GEAR _ 39 (4 pieces) : 211 DOOR
WHEEL GEAR (Location Optional, \ | STROBE ’ Gloss Light Gray
Tire Flat Black; FQUALIZER LINK | see box cover) {V
Wheel Flat White ﬁlnlhl M:tht- s }!
both sid bot on '
(both sides) (both » ) BE ¢ ﬂ =
ﬂm E Inside Gloss L BLADE

“/  Flat Black '

- (@

19 (OUTER)
20 (INNER)
NOSE WHEEL

Tire Flat Black:;
23 (STARBOARD) Wheel Flat White
25 (STARBOARD) 24(FORT)
26 (PORT) MAIN GEAR
MAIN GEAR STRUT
BRACE Gloss White

Gloss White




CREW LADDER
Aluminum

29
TAIL SUPPORT —
STRUT

Yellow ]]




#62-14844. GHOST RIDER . | RC-135V

i |
@ Choose the
kit and u:
decal shee
@ Dip the de
for about
decal from
@ Place the
decal off
model.

@ Use a soft
any walter

Glossy White

. Glossy Black

Glossy Gray FS16473
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Boeing RC-135V

1

\

\

Eight RC-135V's were built.

Taill numbers are:

14841, 14842, 14843, 14844,
14845, 14848, 24139 and

39792. Cut the numbers from

the decal to make the combination
you wish. Be sure to match the

correct nose number (decal 21) to the tail

number (decal 19).
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HAVE ONLY THE BAND

> 5 SOME AIRCRAFT
N
/

DECALS I

decals you want to put on your
a scissors to cut it from the

al in a cup of luke warm water
fifteen seconds to loosen the
the backing paper.

ecal in position and slide the
e backing paper and onto the

damp cloth to gently rub away
pubbles under the decal.
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