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Top Luftwaffe ace of Batile of Britain Major Adolf Galland, Kommodore of JG 26
wSchlageter". After the war he said: | like Mickey Mouse. | always have. And | like cigars,
but I had to give them up after the war.” During Battle of Britain he even asked for
installation of cigar lighter info his Bf 109. Photo: SDASM

The Battle of Britain is one of a list of legendary milestones that defined World War
Two, while, at the same time, being one that played out exclusively in the air. As far as
the RAF is concerned, it began on July 10th 1940 and lasted fo the end of October
of the same year. Its multi-national character was underscored by the fact that thir-
teen other nations had participated on Britain's behalf. As far as the Germans are
concerned, the battle began just shy of a month later, and ended with the first failure
since the war began.

To grasp the circumstances surrounding the Battle of Britain, it is necessary to remind
ourselves of some important facts emanating from the Battle of France, which itself
went from the 10th of April to June 25th, 1940. During this time period, German pilots
and anti-aircraft gun crews claimed a total of 2,379 enemy aircraft shot down, with
another 1,850 destroyed on the ground. However, the Germans lost 1,401 aircraft,
with a further 672 damaged. Pilots flying the Messerschmitt Bf 109 claimed 1,233
kills, but themselves lost 284 aircraft, with another 178 damaged. The number of
shot down Bf 109s accounted for 28% of the total of the Order of Battle of units
that served in the conflict. A total of 83 pilots lost their lives, and 51 were wounded.
A further 56 ended as prisoners of war. The actual total of captured airmen was much
higher, and prior to the fall of France, the Allies were in talks regarding the transfer of
all prisoners taken on French soil to Canada. That, however, did not happen, and as
a result, at the end of June and beginning of July, several hundred well trained and
experienced pilots were returned to Germany, instead of making their way across the
Atlantic. Among them were such notable figures as Werner Mélders, Wolf-Dietrich
Wilcke and Klaus Mietusch.

The Wehrmacht defined its priorities in the war against England at the end of June,
with three possible outcomes: 1) initiating a blockade that would cut off United King-
dom from the rest of the world, 2) terrorizing attacks against the civilian population,
and 3) an invasion with the goal of occupying United Kingdom. Assets would be focu-
sed on the defeat of the RAF and to gain, and maintain, air superiority, which would
make the invasion possible.

Fighter units of the Luftwaffe needed to replace their losses in terms of men and
material after the French campaign. There was a realization that the needed infra-
structure was not in place in northwest France to support the planned attack on United
Kingdom. The building of airfields through July and into August, which was a critical
period for the harvest, was naturally met with protests from French farmers.

Three Lufiflotte were employed for the attack on Great Britain, each tasked with tar-
gets in specific areas of the island. Luftflotte 5 (with no fighter component) was based

in Scandinavia and focused on action over eastern Scotland. With bases in Western
Europe, Luftflotte 2 concentrated their efforts on eastern England and Luftflotte 3 was
to focus on western England and Wales.

Fighter wings armed with single engined aircraft (Jagdgeschwader) during the
spring of 1940 were taking delivery of the modernized Bf 109E-4, which were equi-
pped with a pair of 20mm MG FF/M cannon in the wings, instead of the MG FF that
was in the Bf 109E-3. The redesigned cockpit canopy allowed for the installation of
a larger armoured plate behind the pilot's head, and for the easier installation of
an armoured windscreen. However, this version still did not offer the option of a long
range tank under the fuselage. This resulted in limited range for the Bf 109s used
agadinst England, and the Bf 109E-7, which did accommodate a drop tank, did not
come into service until after the Battle of Britain, in November 1940. The older E-3,
with two cannon and two 7.92mm machine guns, and the ‘light” E-1 version, armed
with four of the 7.92mm guns, were, surprisingly, in production until August 1940,

To facilitate the Bf 109’s use as a fighter-bomber, German aircraft manufacturers
were producing the E-1/B and the E-4/B, equipped with fuselage racks for 250kg
bombs. Another modification, albeit less common, was in the installation of the DB
601N engine, rated at 1175k. So-equipped aircraft were designated Bf 109E-3/N
or E-4 /N, and required the use of 100octane fuel, C3. These versions could achieve
higher performance at higher altitudes, but their numbers were very limited. Determi-
ning the exact version of the Emil is often quite difficult, because aircraft were often
upgraded, and some more than once.

Individual Jagdgeschwader units were attached to the aforementioned Luftflotte
2 and 3. For their organizational elements, and their co-ordination within the system,
each Luftflotte had a command hub directing fighter ops (Jagdfiiegerfihrer, shor-
tened to Jaft), and their designation number corresponded to that of the Luftflotte
under which they fell.

The commander of Jafii 2 was a First World War fighter pilot, GenMaij. Kurt-Bertram

von Déring, and he was responsible for JG 3, JG 26, JG 51, JG 52 (including 1.{J)/
LG 2) and JG 54, Besides that, Luftflotte 2 also had under it Il. Fliegerkorps, which
included Erprobungsgruppe 210, tasked with the testing of aircraft in the role of
fighter-bomber, and flew such types as the two seat Bf 110 as well as the Bf 109E.

Another veteran of the First World War was Oberst Werner Junck, and he was the
commander of Jafi 3, giving him command of JG 2, JG 27 and JG 53. The Battle
of Britain was the last aerial campaign where the German side was led by veterans
of the First World War. For example, Kommodore JG 3, Obstit. Carl Viek served in
the infantry in 1918, JG 27 CO Obstlt. Max Ibel was with a flame thrower unit, and
Kommodore JG 2 ‘Richthofen’ Obstlt. Harry von Biilow-Bothkamp was a Great War
fighter ace. This generation gradually left these positions as commanders of air assets,
and by about the midway point of the battle with the RAF were replaced by younger
and more aggressive flyers. The top dog among them that were left was Kommodore
JG 51, Oberst Theo Osterkamp, a holder of the Pour le Mérite and the most successful
naval fighter of World War One. He was replaced by the then also legendary Major
Werner Mélders. Osterkamp took over command of Jafi 2.

The Luftwaffe conducted a ‘contact phase” over The English Channel over the course
of July 1940. It's purpose was to probe the tactics and capabilities of the enemy.
At the same time, it was to reduce the assets of the RAF. The bulk of these operations
were the responsibility of Osterkamp’s Jagdgeschwader 51 and several other indi-
vidual fighter groups (Jagdgruppen). These actions involved escorting bombers that
were harassing shipping convoys, as well as fighter sweeps, which were performed
over the southeast of England. The main goal was to gain superiority over the English
Channel, and the Germans dlso referred to this period of the war as ‘Kanalkampf'.

The Channel was a significant psychological barrier to overcome for the German pi-
lots, who were trained for years for combat over dry land. The awareness of the fuel
gage, the compass and time were more relevant under the new conditions. Despite
initial fears and trepidations, only a few pilots ended up in the drink due to the ex-
haustion of their fuel. The vast majority of pilots who had fo ditch in the Channel had
to do so for reasons of damage sustained in combat as opposed to having run out of
gas. To this end, the Germans made efforts to ensure the best chances of survival for
their airmen by providing rescue services. There was even a case of a German pilot
being rescued by his colleagues from the Thames estuary!

The Germans did manage to gain air superiority over the Channel during ‘Kanal-

kampf'. But the RAF turned out to be a very capable opponent. Noteworthy were
the experiences of lll./JG 52 over the 24th and 25th of July over Margate and
Dover. Over the course of both fights with No. 610 Squadron RAF Spitfires, two ene-
my aircraft were downed, but losses amount to eight aircraft and pilots. What was
shocking about the whole thing was that shot down or captured were the Gruppe
commander, his Adjutant, and four Staffel COs! The unit had to be withdrawn from the
front after a few days. The rookies at the time with the unit included the likes of future
legends Ginther Rall, Edmund Rossmann and Josef Zwernemann.

Over the latter half of July and the first week of August, northwestern France saw
a significant influx of fighter units, and their numbers reached twenty-five Jagd-
gruppen, integrated into (except for ErprGr. 210) the aforementioned eight Jagd-
geschwadern. From the German peint of view, the Battle of Britain began on August



8th, 1940, when the so-called ‘Intensified Phase of the War Against England’ (vers-
charferte Luftkrieg gegen England) began, and lasted to the end of October of the
same year.

These fifty days, however, did not invelve a concentrated, day-to-day struggle. For
example, there were twelve days of complete aerial inactivity brought on by lousy
wedther. German actions over eighteen days were considered light, with a total of
under 200 sorties. In most cases the sorties were weather reconnaissance and inter-

cepts of Allied aircraft over France and Belgium.

.

Messerschmitt Bf 109E-4 of Stab JG 53 ,Pik As" photographed during refueling
at captured British airbase La Villiaze, Guernsey, Channel Islands. Hptm. Wilhelm
Meyerweissflog a 51 years old Great War veteran was captured with this machine
on September 5, 1940. Photo: Bundesarchiv via Wikimedia Commons

From the beginning of that so-called ‘Intensified Phase’ of the war, the number of
combat ready pilots fell from around 950 to 650. Only on fifteen days, the number
of combat sorties was so high, that there was a specific number of pilofs that flew
more than once, German historian, Dr. Jochen Prien and his collaborators, claim that
between the 8th of August and 30th of October, 1940, the average German pilot
undertook fifty combat sorties lasting 80 to 100 minutes, and that around twenty of
these flights would have involved contact with the enemy. Naturally, there were excep-
tions, usually involving Gruppe and Staffel commanders.

After two days of widespread combat over England, the Germans began Operation

‘Eagle Attack’ (Unternehmen Adlerangriff) on August 13th, which was an intensive
phase in the confrontation with the RAF, and raids on her infrastructure. This day had
the codename ‘Eagle Day’ (Adlertag), and started a week of the battle. By August
18th, German fighter pilots (on Bf 109s and Bf 110s) claimed 386 kills for the loss of
61 downed or heavily damaged Bf 109s and 70 two-seat Bf 110s. Over that time
of just short of a week, the Luftwaffe lost 93 twin-engined bombers and 42 Ju 87
Stuka clive-bombers. The Ju 87 was no longer utilized over England from that point
on. However, it wasn't so much a result of the losses themselves, which were quickly
made good, but rather for type’s range limitations. After August 15th, bombers of
Luftflotte 3 and 5 were relieved of daylight bombing duties, and began only nightti-
me operations.

A week after Adlertag, the Luftwaffe leadership decided that a change in the way
fighter escorts were conducted was in order. They were required to stay as close as
possible to those in their trust, which took away their main tactical advantage — free
lance escort missions, spotting the enemy and attacking in time from a height advant-
age. The difficulties of close escort missions was explained by Ginther Rall (275 kills)
in his memoirs: ‘Escorting Stukas over the Channel could be likened to trying to get
a family of hedgehogs across a highway. Stukas flew horizontally at some 250km/h,
which wasn't much more than a fully loaded and fueled Bf 109 needed just to stay in
the air...on the highway, you can only save the hedgehogs by stopping traffic as far
away as possible, and not by zigzagging through traffic with them.’

At the beginning of September the RAF began to concentrate solely on the bomber

formations, and tried to ignore those formations that the radar stations identified as
fighters. On September 5th the Luftwaffe decided to nominate a Staffel in every
Jagdgruppe, and task them with bombing missions. In this way, the Germans reduced
their fighter capacity, fighters which might have played a pivotal role in the defeat
of the RAF, which wasn't all that far off to begin with. Another, and more critical,
mistake came on September 7th, when Géring decided to switch the target from
the infrastructure of the RAF to London. This led to many civilian casualties, but the
RAF was able to use this time to reorganize and replace losses. All came to a head
on September 15th over eastern London, when a combination of bad weather and
a well coordinated RAF intercept caused the German to suffer their greatest losses
during the Battle of Britain — 36 bombers and 22 fighters were either shot down or
heavily damaged.

The Luftwaffe changed tactics once again on September 20th. Its fighter-bombers
conducted bombing raids from altitudes of several thousand meters. The effectiveness
of these raids was very low, and involved instilling fear into the general population,
but it did force the RAF to send out fighters against fighter formations of the Luftwaffe.

In the following weeks, the Luftwaffe shifted tactics in various ways, and achieved
partial success in combat against RAF fighters and during attacks by twin-engined
bombers. An attack against Supermarine in Woolston was able to temporarily halt
production of the Spitfire. By mid-October, in any case, the Germans put off the in-
vasion of England, dubbed Operation ‘Sea Lion' (Unternehmen Seeléwe), indefinitely.
The danger of an invasion on the remaining free part of Europe had been eliminated.
In hindsight, using the Bf 109 as a bomber can be viewed as a waste, which them-
selves were in need of an escort. These missions were called Jaboeinsétze, and in
October, the Luftwaffe conducted some 2,633 of them, most focused on London. This
involved around 660 tonnes of explosives. The same amount of destructive potential
could be delivered three years later on Germany by around 240 Boeing B-17s in
one raid.

An interesting chapter in all this lies in the system of identification markings on sin-
gle-engined fighters during the Battle of Britain. At the beginning of August, an order
was issued fo the units, specifying the application of yellow paint on a small areas
of the rudder, fin, and ends of the wings. There was a certain amount of confusion
surrounding these orders, and, at least, downed II./JG 2,1./1G 3,1I./)G27,1./JG 52
and lI./JG 53 aircraft carrying white identifiers were documented by the British, This
was supported by an order issued by the Luftwaffe on August 10th, which reiterated
that white is not to be used, and that the correct color was yellow. At least some units
under Jafu 3 had not implemented any markings before the end of August.

The well documented cases of yellow cowls and completely yellow rudders were
ordered on September 9th, 1940, to be used as identifying features for circraft
used as fighter-bombers, which evidently included their escorts. It is interesting to note
that the Germans issued orders on September 3rd, requiring identifying markings on
French civil and courier aircraft. This also involved yellow wingtips, as well as yellow
ends of the fuselage to the length of about 2m, and the rudder.

Between August 8th and October 31st, 1940, the Luftwaffe paid for the Battle of
Britain with the loss of over five hundred Bf 109s, either destroyed outright or heavily
damaged. Approximately four hundred of their pilots were either killed in action,
or were captured, and around another fifty were seriously injured. German airmen
(including Bf 110 crews) claimed 2,169 victories. Luftwaffe leadership assumed that
about one-third of these could have been claimed by more than one pilot, and this
would not be too far off actual RAF losses. Even so, the Luftwaffe could not objectively
gage the overall situation of the enemy, and were led to make bad decisions. The
British, in this regard, were in a much more favorable position, and thanks to radar,
were able to effectively and appropriately react to tactical situations as they deve-
loped. As such, ULTRA, who was able to uncover German messages by deciphering
the Enigma codes, didn't play a pivotal role in the direction that the fighting took.
The Germans sent out most orders and instructions via land based telecommunication
channels. ULTRA was able to uncover the preparations for ‘Adlertag’, but was not able
to provide its meaning or timing.

Likely, the greatest losses suffered in one day of all Jugdgruppen involved in the
fighting was by I./JG 77, on August 31st, 1940. It was its first involvement in the Battle
of Britain. The unit claimed five victories, but lost seven Bf 109s and six pilots, and
another two aircraft were damaged. The only pilot who was rescued, was Fw. Adolf
Borchers, future holder of the Knight's Cross, and an ace with 132 kills to his credit.

The most successful fighter pilots between August 8th and October 31st, were Adolf

Galland of JG 26 with 32 kills, Helmut Wick of JG 2 with 30 kills, Werner Mélders
of JG 51 with 28, Walter Oesau from JG 51 with 25, and Herbert Ihlefeld of 1.(J)/
LG 2, with 21 kills. The three most successful Jagdgruppe in the same time period
were |./JG 2 ‘Richthofen’ with 126 confirmed kills, lll./JG 26 ‘Schlageter’ with 105,
and IIl./JG 51 with 89 kills.

Staffelkapitdn of 9./JG 3 Oblt. Egon Troha was capfured with this Bf 109E-4 on
Ocfober 29, 1940 after combat with 7 4. Sq. Spitfires. This airplane originally belonged
to Lt. Franz Achleifner who was captured with different machine on August 24.

Photo: IWM via Wikimedia Commons
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Major Adolf Galland, Kommodore JG 26 ,,Schlageter a nedspésnéjsi stiha¢ Luftwaffe
v Bitvé o Britdnii. Po vdlce vzpominal: ,Mdm rad Mickey Mouse. VZdy jsem ho mél rad.

A také mam rad doutniky, ale musel jsem se jich po vdlce vzddt”, Béhem Bitvy o Britcnii
si dokonce ekl o nainstalovdni zapalovace doutniku do své stodevitky. Foto: SDASM

Bitva o Britdnii je jednim z legenddrnich milnikG druhé svétové valky a sou-
¢asné prvni bitvou, kterd se odehrala zcela v reZii leteckych sil. Z pohledu
RAF zapocala 10. Eervence a trvala az do konce fijna 1940. Jeji mezindrodni
dopad umociivje fakt, Ze na strané RAF se boji zi¢astnili letci dal3ich tfindcti
zemi. Z némeckého pohledu zacala bitva az o necely mésic pozdéji a skoncila
prvnim vojenskym nedsp&chem od vypuknuti vdlky.

Pro okolnosti bitvy o Britdnii je dobré si pfipomenout nékterda dilezita fakta z
vysledku bitvy o Francii, kterd probihala od 10. kvétna do 25. €ervna 1940.
Némecti letci a protiletadlovi délostielc pfi ni ohldsili sestFeleni 2379 letound
profivnika a daliich 1850 stroji bylo zni¢eno na zemi. Luftwaffe viak piisla o
1401 stroji a dalsich 672 bylo poskozeno. Némecti stihaci s Messerschmitty Bf
109 narokovali 1233 vitézstvi, sami viak pfisli o 284 znicenych a 178 posko-
zenych letound. Pocet sestielenych Bf 109 pFedstavoval 28 % z tabulkového
stavu nasazenych jednotek. Celkem 83 stihacich letcd padlo a 51 bylo zranéno.
Dalsich 56 skoncilo v zajeti. Celkovy pocet zajatych letcd Luftwaffe byl daleko
vys3i a pied kapitulaci Francie mezi sebou Spojenci vedli jedndni o transferu
viech letcd zajatych na Uzemi Francie do Kanady. To se v3ak nepodafilo a tak
se na prelomu &ervna a &ervence vrdtilo nékolik set skvéle vycvicenych letch
do Némecka namisto aby putovali pfes Atlantik. Mezi nimi byli tak vyznamni
stihaci jako Werner Mélders, Wolf-Dietrich Wilcke nebo Klaus Mietusch.

Veleni Wehrmachtu na konci ¢ervna definovalo priority ,valky proti Anglii*
s ffemi moznostmi: 1) ,,obleZeni® pfi némz mélo dojit k zablokovani prepravy
mezi Britanii a zbytkem svéta 2) ,terorizujici dtoky* proti civilnimu obyvatelstvu
a 3) ,vylodéni s cilem obsadit Velkou Britdnii. Jejich ndsledné valetné Usili
se soustfedilo na pordzku RAF a ziskani vzduiné prevahy, ktera by umoznila
vylodéni v Anglii.

Stihaci jednotky Luftwaffe po bitvé o Francii potiebovaly doplnit ztraty na
technice i na lidech. Pro pldnovany Utok proti Britanii navic nemély v severo-
zdapadni Francii dostateénou infrastrukturu, Budovani polnich letist' v cervenci
a na za¢datku srpna, tedy v dobé Zni, se pochopitelné setkalo s protesty fran-
couzskych zemédélco.

Pro utok na Britanii byly vyclenény tfi Luftflotte, které mély na starosti cile
v riznych ¢dstech ostrova. Luftflotte 5 (bez stihacich jednotek) se zdkladnami
ve Skandinavii byla zaméfena na vychodni Skotsko, ze zdkladen v zdapadni
Evropé operovala Luftflotte 2 soustfedé&nd na vychodni &ast Anglie a Luftflotte
3 mé&la napadat cile v zdpadni Easti Anglie a ve Walesu.

Stihaci eskadry s jednomotorovymi letouny (Jagdgeschwader) béhem jara
a léta 1940 dostévaly modernizované Bf 109E-4, které byly vybaveny dvé-
ma 20 mm kanony MG FF/M v kfidle namisto MG FF u verze Bf 109E-3. Novy
typ piekrytu kabiny u verze E-4 umoZiioval instalovat zvétiené pancéfovani
opérky hlavy a snadnou montdZ pancéfového skla. Tato zlepSend verze viak
stdle nezahrnovala moZnost pouZiti pfidavné nddrze pod trupem. Stodevitky
tedy mély znaéné limitovany dolet a verze Bf 109E-7, kterd pouZiti pridavné
ndadrze umoziiovala, byla k dispozici aZ po skongeni bitvy o Briténii v listopadu
1940. Stardi verze E-3 s dvéma kanony a dvéma kulomety raze 7,92 mm
a lehkd” verze E-1 vybavend Ctyfmi kulomety raze 7,92 mm se kupodivu
vyrabély az do srpna 1940,

Pro budouci pouziti stodevitek v roli stihacich bombardérd vyrabély némecké
letecké fovarny verze E-1/B a E-4/B vybavené trupovym zdvésnikem pro 250
kg pumu. Dalsi, ale méné& obvyklou modifikaci, byla montéZz motoru DB 601N
s vykonem 1175 k. Takto vybaveny stroj se oznagoval Bf 109E-3/N nebo
E-4/N a vyzadoval 100 oktanové palive C3. UmoZiioval stodevitce dosahovat
lepsich vykonid ve vysSich letovych hladindach, ale pocet téchto strojd byl maly.
Ur¢it konkrémi verzi Emila" je nékdy obtizné, protoZe byly ¢asto upravovény
na ,,vyssi standard”, nékteré stroje i vicekrat.

Jednotlivé Jagdgeschwader byly za¢lenény pod iz zminénou Lufflotte 2 a 3.
Pro jejich vedeni a koordinaci méla kazda Luftflotte své stiedisko veleni stiha-
cich operaci (Jagdfliegerfuhrer, zkrdiceng Jafi) oznacené stejnym &islem jako
nadfizend Luftflotte.

Velitelem Jafi 2 byl stiha€ z prvni svétové valky GenMaij. Kurt-Bertram von
Doring a spadaly pod n&j JG 3, IG 26, JG 51, IG 52 véemd L{J)/LG 2 a JG
54. Mimoto k Luftflotte 2 patfil i Il. Fliegerkorps v jehoZ podfizenosti byla na-
sazena Erprobungsgruppe 210. Tato jednotka se specializovala na testovdni
stihacek v roli stihacich bombardérd a pouZivala jak dvoumistné Bf 110, tak
i Bf 109E.

Dal3i stihaci veterdn Velké vdalky Oberst Werner Junck byl velitelem Jafii 3
a byly mu podfizeny JG 2, IG 27 a JG 53. Bitva o Britanii byla pro Némce
posledni leteckou kampani, pfi niz byli ve vedeni bojovych utvard nasazeni ve-
terani z 1. svétové vdalky. Napfiklad Kommodore JG 3 Obstlt. Carl Viek slouzil
v roce 1918 u pé&choty, velitel JG 27 Obstlt. Max Ibel v jednotky s plameno-
mety a Kommodore JG 2 ,Richthofen" Obstlt. Harry von Biilow-Bothkamp se
stal za Velké valky stihacim esem. Tato generace postupné opustila své pozice
v &ele bojovych Utvard zhruba do poloviny letecké bitvy s RAF a vystiidali ji
mladsi a agresivnési letci. Prvni vlastovkou byl na konci ¢ervence 1940 Kom-
modore JG 51 Oberst Theo Osterkamp, drZitel fadu Pour le Mérite a neju-
sp&indj3i ndmoini stiha¢ 1. svétové vdlky. Ve funkd jej vystiidal jiz v tu dobu
legenddrni Major Werner Malders. Osterkamp se vjal funkce velitele Jafi 2.

Ze strany Luftwaffe nad Kanalem La Manche béhem &ervence 1940 probi-
hala takzvand kontakini fédze" (Kontaktphase), kterd méla za cil otestovat
taktiku a schopnosti nepfitele. Souc¢asné méla oslabit letecké jednotky RAF
Tihu téchto boji po vétsi cast mésice méla na svych bedrech jen Osterkampova
Jagdgeschwader 51 a nékolik samostamych stihacich skupin (Jagdgruppen).
Slo jak o doprovody bombardérd pfi Utocich na konvoje, tak i o volné stiha-
ni, které logicky zasahovalo aZ nad pobfeZi jihovychodni Anglie. Cilem bylo
ziskat vzdusnou pievahu nad Kandlem, tomuto obdobi Némci fikali také |, Ka-
nalkampf®.

Praliv byl vyraznou psychologickou bariérou pro némecké letce, ktefi byli fadu
let cvigeni pro boj nad pevninou. Kontrolka stavu paliva, kompas a hodinky
byly v tomto obdobi mimofadné dileZité. Ale oproti nékterym zaZitym pred-
stavdm jen nékolik mdlo letcd skonéilo ve vindch La Manche kvili vy&erpdni
paliva. Naprosta vétsina nouzovych pfistani na vodni hladiné byla béhem Bitvy
o Britanii zptsobena bojovym poskozenim. V tomto sméru se ale Némci snaZili
své letce zajistit nmoini a leteckou zéichrannou sluzbou. Doslo i k pfipadu, Zze
némecky pilot byl vyzvednut svymi kolegy v Usti TemZel

N&mcOim se béhem ,Kanalkampfu* podafilo dosdhnout nad prolivem vzduiné
prevahy. Ale RAF jim byla zdatnym soupefem. Za pozornost stoji boje, kterymi
prodla lIl./JG 52 béhem 24. a 25. ¢ervence u Margate a Doveru. P¥i obou
stietnutich se Spitfiry z 610. squadrony RAF ji sice byla uznéna dvé vitézstvi,
ale piisla o osm letound a letcd. Oviem Sokujici je, Ze padli nebo zajati byli
velitel Gruppe, jeho poboénik a ¢tyfi velitelé Staffell Jednotka musela byt
po pdr dnech staZena z fronty. Jako zaginajici stihadi u ni v této dobé létala
budouci legenddrni esa vychodni fronty Giinther Rall, Edmund Rossmann nebo
Josef Zwernemann.

V druhé poloviné cervence a v prvnim tydnu srpna se do severozapadni Fran-
cie pfesunul vyrazny pocet stihacich jednotek a jejich pocet dosdhl dvacet pét
Jagdgruppen zaclenénych (az na ErprGr. 210) do vy3e zminénych osmi Jagd-
geschwader. Z némeckého pohledu za¢ala Bitva o Britdnii 8. srpna 1940, kdy
zapoala faze takzvané ,zostiené letecké valky proti Anglii* (verschaferte
Luftkrieg gegen England) a trvala aZ do konce Fijna 1940.



Béhem téchto padesdti dnd se viak nejednalo o nepfetrzitou denodenni bitvu.

Napfiklad dvandct dnd uplynulo bez jakychkoli bojovych letd kvili nepfizni
pocasi, Osmndct dnli bitvy mélo na némecké strané pom&mé malou akfivity,
s pottem bojovych letd méné nez dvé sté. A Slo navic o prizkumné akce
a stihani spojeneckych letound nad Francii a Belgyii.

Od zacatku ,,zostiené letecké valky* klesal pocet bojeschopnych stihacich let-
c0 z pfiblizné 950 na 650. Jen béhem patnacti dnd byl pofet bojovych leth
tak vysoky, Ze urcity pocet pilotd startoval vice neZ jednou. Némecky historik

Messerschmitt Bf 109E-4 ze Stab IG 53 ,Pik As" vyfotografovany béhem dopliiovdni paliva na
zdkladné La Villiaze na ostrové Guernsey v Normanskych ostrovech. Hptm. Wilhelm Meyerweissflog byl
jednapadesdtiletym veterdnem z prvni svétové vdlky. S timto strojem padl do britského zajeti 5. zaFfi

19 40. Foio: Bundesarchiv via Wikimedia Commons

Dr. Jochen Prien a jeho spolupracovnici uvadi, Ze od 8. srpna do 30. Fijna
1940 némecky stiha¢ v proméru absolvoval 50 bojovych letd v trvani 80 az
100 minut, pfi nichz doslo asi ve 20 pfipadech ke stietu s nepfitelem. Pfirozené
existovaly vyjimky, pfedeviim u veliteld Gruppe a Staffel.

Po dvou dnech rozsdhlejsich bojo nad Anglii spustili Némci 13. srpna ,,Operaci
Orli utok” (Unternehmen Adlerangriff), coz byla intenzivni faze konfrontace
s RAF a ndlety na jeji infrastrukiuru. Tento den mél kryci jméno ,Den Orld*
(Adlertag) a zapocal tyden této letecké bitvy. Do 18. srpna némeéti stihaci (s
Bf 109 a Bf 110) nahldasili 386 leteckych vitézstvi pfi zirGté 61 sestielenych
nebo t&Zce poikozenych Bf 109 a 70 dvoumisinych Bf 110. B&hem necelého
tydne Luftwaffe pfisla o 93 dvoumotorovych bombardéri a 42 stfemhlavych
Ju 87 ,,Stuka®, Nad Britanii nebyly Ju 87 naddle nasazovdny. Ale nebylo tomu
tak kvoli ztratam, které byly ihned nahrazeny, ale kvili jejich kratkému doletu.
Po 15. srpnu byly z dennich operaci odvolany bombardéry Luftflotte 3 a 5,
naddle operovaly jen v noci.

Veleni Luftwaffe se tyden po Adlertagu rozhodlo, Ze stihaci musi zménit styl
stihacich doprovodd. Nyni méli stihaci zostat co nejblize svych svéfench. To jim
vzalo jejich hlavni taktickou vyhodu - pii vzddleném doprovodu véas spatfit
nepfitele a s vyhodou prevyseni zautocit. Obtiznost takového Ukolu nazorné
ve svych pamétech vysvétluje Gunther Rall (275 v.): ,,Doprovod Stuk nad Ka-
ndalem, to je pfiblizné tak obtizné, juko kdyZ se nékdo pokusi prevést rodinku
jezkd pfes ddlnici. Stuky dosahuji v horizontalnim letu cestovni rychlosti 250
km /h, to neni o moc vice, ne? kolik potfebuje pln& natankovand a vyzbrojend
stodevitka, aby se udrzela ve vzduchu. ... Na ddlnici se vam jezky také podafi
zachranit jen kdyZ zastavite provoz daleko od nich a ne kdyZ jdete vpravo
i vlevo pfimo s nimi."

RAF se zac¢dtkem zafi za¢ala koncentrovat pouze na bombardovaci formace
a zamérné se snaZila ignorovat skupiny letadel, které jeji navodéi dle rada-
rovych signald vyhodnotili jako stihace. Luftwaffe se 5. zdfi rozhodla z kazdé
Jagdgruppe vyélenit jednu Staffel a nasadit ji jako bombardovaci. Némci se
tak pfipravili o kapacitu stihadd, ktefi mohli mit zasadni roli v poréZce RAF, jeZ
nebyla daleko. Dal$im a tentokrdt zasadné chybnym krokem bylo Géringovo
rozhodnuti ze 7. zafi - zménit cil ndletd z infrastruktury RAF na Londyn. To
vedlo k mnoha ztrdtdm na Zivotech civilistd, ale RAF vyuZila ndsledujici tyden
pro reorganizaci a doplnéni ztrat. Ve vyvrcholilo 15. zdii nad vychodnim
Londynem. Kombinace oblacnosti nad cilem a dobfe organizovany Gtok stihaca
RAF zposobil nejvétsi zirdty Luftwaffe v Bitvé o Britdnii - 36 bombardérd a 22
stihagek bylo sestieleno nebo t&Zce poskozeno.

Luftwaffe opét zménila taktiku 20. zdfi. leji stihaci bombardéry provedly
hombardovdni z vysky nékolika tisic metrd. Bylo to sice malo efektivni a jed-
nalo se terorizujici dtoky na obyvatelstvo, ale letecti ndvoddi RAF za&ali znovu
své stihace nasazovat profti stihacim formacim Luftwaffe.

V ndsleduijicich tydnech Némci rizné ménili svou taktiku a dosahovali dilcich
Uspéchl jak v boji s RAF, tak i pfi naletech dvoumotorovych bombardérd.
Napfiklad bombardovanim tovérny firmy Supermarine ve Woolstonu se jim
docasné& podafilo zastavit vyrobu Spitfird. Nicméné v poloviné fijna Némci od-
loZili vylodéni v Anglii (Unternehmen Seeléwe) na neurdito. Hrozba invaze na

posledni vyspu svobody v Evropé byla zaZehndna. Jako zcela nedcinné se
ukdzalo nasazeni stodevitek v roli bombardéri, které navic samy potiebovaly
sthaci doprovod. Tyto mise nesly oznaceni Jaboeinsétze a v Fijnu jich Luftwaffe
provedla 2633, prevaing na Londyn. Slo tedy zhruba o 660 tun trhaviny.
Stejné mnoiZstvi vZitetné zatéZe dokdzalo o tifi roky pozdéji nad Némecko
dopravit asi 240 Boeingl B-17 pfi jednom ndletu.

Zajimavou kapitolou je identifikaéni oznaceni, které bylo b&hem Bitvy o Britd-
nii na jednomotorovych stihackdach zavedeno. Na pocatku srpna dostaly stihaci
jednotky rozkaz natfit Zlutou barvou malou &dst smérovky, konce kfidla a vys-
kovky. Doslo k uréitému nedorozuméni a pinejmensim v I./1G 2, 1./1G 3, III./
1G 27,1./1G 52 a lll./JG 53 jsou z britské strany doloZeny bilé identifikacni
prvky na sestfelenych stihagkdch. To ale Luftwaffe korigovala rozkazem z 10.
srpna, v némz bylo zdbraznéno, Ze bild barva se pouzivat nema a sprdavnym
odstinem je Zlutd. Pfinejmensim &ast Utvard podfizend Jafi 3 tato oznaceni
jedté na konci srpna nezavedla.

Dobfe znamé Zluté natéry motorovych krytd a celych smérovek byly nafize-
ny 9. zafi 1940 jako identifikacni prvek stroji zapojenych do akei stihacich
bombardérd, coz se patrné tykalo i jejich doprovodu. Zajimavosti je, Ze Némci
vydali 3. zafi rozkaz pro zavedeni identifikaénich prvkd na francouzskych civil-
nich a kuryrnich letadlech. Také se mélo jednat o Zluté konce kfidel, ale navic
mél byt Zluté natfen konec trupu v délce pfiblizné dvou metrd a smérovka.

Luftwatfe za tuto leteckou kampaii od 8. srpna do 31. fijna 1240 zaplatila
vice nez péti sty Messerschmitty Bf 109, které byly zni¢eny nebo téZce poiko-
zeny. Piiblizné ctyfi sta jejich pilotd padlo nebo bylo zajato, pét desitek dal-
Sich bylo vazné zranéno. Némecti letci v témZe obdobi (véetné osadek Bf 110
a bombardérd) ndrokovali 2169 vitézstvi. Veleni Luftwaffe predpokladalo,
Ze af z jedné tietiny se miZe jednat o vitézstvi ndrokovand dvoijité. To nebylo
daleko od skutenych ztrat RAF. Presto Luftwaffe opakované nedokdazala ob-
jektivné vyhodnotit celkovou situaci protivnika a pfijimala chybna rozhodnuti.
Britové v tomto sméru byli ve vyhodné&jsi pozici, diky radaru dokdazali pruzné
reagovat na taktickou situaci. Aviak jejich sluZba ULTRA, jeZ dokdzala de-
ifrovat némecké depele kodované pfistroji Enigma, neméla na pribéh bojd
vyznamny vliv. Némci fotiz vétsinu hlaseni a rozkazd posilali pozemni telekomu-
nikaéni infrastrukturou. ULTRA napfiklad zachytila depese o pfipravé ,Adler-
tagu®, ale nedokdzala objasnit jeho vyznam ani nacasovani.

Patrné nejvy3si ztraty béhem jednoho dne ze viech nasazenych Jagdgruppe
utrpéla 1./JG 77 pfi bojich 31. srpna 1940. Bylo to jeji prvni nasazeni v Bitvé
o Britanii, docilila sice p&ti vitdzstvi, ale ziratila sedm Bf 109 a 3est pilotd,
dalsi dva stroje byly poskozeny. Jedinym sestfelenym letcem, ktery se z mofe
zachrdnil byl Fw. Adolf Borchers, budouci drZitel Rytifského kfize a vitdéz nad
132 soupefi.

Nejuspé&in&jdimi stihadi mezi 8. srpnem a 31. fijnem se stali Adolf Galland z
IG 26 s 32 vitdzstvimi, Helmut Wick z JG 2 s 30 v.,, Werner Mélders z JG
51 s 28 v, Walter Oesau z JG 51 s 25 v. a Herbert Ihlefeld z I.(J)/LG 2 s 21
vitdzstvimi. Tfemi nejusp&in&jsimi Jagdgruppe ve stejném obdobi jsou I./JG 2
JRichthofen” se 126 uznanymi sestiely, lIl./JG 26 ,Schlageter” se 105 a lll./
JG 51 s B9 sestiely.

o Ly

Staffelkapitdn 9./1G 3 Oblt. Egon Troha byl s fimto Bf 109E-4 zajat 29. fijna 1940 po
boji se Spitfiry 7 4. squadrony. Letoun puvodné patfil Lt. Franzu Achleitnerovi, jenZ padl do
zajeti s jinym strojem 24. srpna. Foto: IWM via Wikimedia Commons
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/A Bf109E-3, WNr. 5102, Lt. Herbert Kunze, Stab I./JG 77, Déberitz, Germany, June 1940

This aircraft was manufactured by WNF in early autumn 1939 and assigned to I./JG 77 led by Hptm. Johannes Janke. This unit was frequently relocated prior to
World War Il outbreak so it was no wonder the members of I./JG 77 ironically dubbed themselves “Wanderzirkus Janke” (Janke’s Wandering Circus) and
expressed their feelings about the constant relocation with a scuffed boot as the unit's emblem. Janke's adjutant Lt. Kunze was born in Berlin in 1918. He
achieved two victories in September 1940 and lived to see his promotion to the rank of Oberleutnant. He was killed in combat with Spitfires
of No. 603 Squadron on September 14, 1940 while at the controls of Bf 109E-4 WNr. 3759. He crashed near Lympne and was buried two days later
in Hawkinge Cemetery. Kunze originally used a Bf 109E-1 with the name “Sepp” under the cockpit, but for this Bf 109E-3 he chose to paint a small rabbit with a
spear betweenits earsandtheinscription“Kieki".
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B Bf 109E-4, WNr. 5274, Lt. Werner Machold, 1./JG 2, Marigny, France, June 1940

Machold was serving with 1./JG 2 at the beginning of World War Il. He was very successful in Battle of France, gaining 10 victories including three Hurricanes
and one Spitfire. His 11th victory was a “Tomahawk” claimed on August 11 at about midday near Portland. Oberfeldwebel Machold continued
to gain victories during the Battle of Britain and became eighth German fighter pilot to reach 20-victories mark. On September 5, 1940, he was awarded the
Knight Cross for 21 victories. On September 7, Machold was transferred to 9./JG 2. He recorded his 24" through 26" victories on September 30, shooting down
three Spitfires. Oberleutnant Machold was appointed Staffelkapitan of 7./JG 2 in spring 1941. On June 9, 1941 during a low-level Jabo attack
on a shipping convoy off Portland was his Bf 109 E-7/Z (WNr. 5983) “White 15" hit by anti-aircraft fire from a Royal Navy destroyer. Machold belly-landed near

Swanage, Dorset and became prisoner of war. Werner Machold claimed 32 victories in more than 250 combat missions. He achieved all his victories over the
Westernfront.
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C Bf 109E-1, WNr. 3413, Lt. Hans Krug, 5./JG 26, Marquise, France, July 1940

Hans Krug was born in 1899 and served in various Bavarian aviation units during the Great War. He was flying combat missions from March till May 1918.
Considered rather old for fighter pilotin Germany during mid-thirties he joined the Spanish nationalist air force instead of Legion Condor like other German
“volunteers”. Krug often flew alongside Spanish ace Joaquin Garcia Morato, whose Fiat CR.32 carried bullfighting motto “VISTA SUERTE
YALTORO" (The look, good fortune and lets’s go for the bulll). Krug adopted this inscription on his “Emil”, as he was finally accepted to Luftwaffe and entered
successfulservice withl./JG 26 “Schlageter” with rank of Leutnant. He scored with 5./JG 26 five victories during French campaignincluding one unconfirmed.
Allwere depicted on his tail with kill marks. Krug scored additional five victories during Battle of Britain and took over leadership of 4./JG 26.He was shot down
by RAF fighters over England and performed belly landing near Pluckley in the evening of September 7. His name is sometimes confused with bomber pilot Lt.
Peter Krugwho escapedfrom prisoncampin Canadatothe United States.
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D Bf 109E-4, WNr. 3709, Oblt. Josef F6z6, CO of 4./JG 51, Desvres, France, July 1940

Raven with running nose and umbrella was badge of I1./JG 51and was later adopted by some of unit’s Staffeln with different background colors. Mickey Mouse
is personal emblem of Josef F6z6 who was a Vienna-born Austrian. As a pre-war pilot of Austrian Air Force F6z6 joined Luftwaffe in 1938 and volunteered for
service in Spain where he scored three victories. He was already commander of 4./JG 51 at the beginning of World War Il and downed one balloon during
Sitzkrieg and two RAF fighters during “Kanalkampf” in July. His second and third victory were scored west of Cap Griz-Nez against Hurricanes of No. 56 Sqn.
During Battle of Britain he scored nine victories against RAF and one more in April 1941. F6z6 was appointed commander
of I./JG 51 and was seriously injured on Russian front in July 1941. He was awarded Knight Cross during the same month. After recovery he became
commander of I./JG 51 in May 1942. However, he was injured again the same month. After lengthy recovery F6z6 took over commanding position
onoperationaltrainingunit JG108. His total score was 27 victoriesincluding service in Spain. F6zo passed awayin Viennain1979, atthe age of 67 years.
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E Bf 109E-3, Maj. Adolf Galland, CO of ll./JG 26, Caffiers, France, August 1940

Major Adolf Galland was the highest scoring Luftwaffe fighter pilot of Battle of Britain. In the period from August 8 to October 31, 1940, he scored
32victoriesincluding 15 Spitfires. After service with Legion Condor, 4.(S)/LG 2 and JG 27 he became commander of l1./JG 26 on June 11,1940. This unit was the
second-most successful Jagdgruppe of Battle of Britain with 105 victories achieved. Galland’s last victories (19" to 22™) with IIl./JG 26 were scored
on August 15. He claimed one Spitfire possibly flown by RAF ace F/Lt A.C. Deere of No. 54 Sqn. and later added two Spitfires of No. 64 Sqn. On August
22 Galland became Kommodore of JG 26 “Schlageter”. He took position of General der Jagdflieger later, becoming the youngest Luftwaffe General. He did not
get along with Goring very well and lost his position in 1944. During the last months of the war, he was allowed to organize elite unit Jagdverband
44 equipped with Me 262 Schwalbe jet fighters. Adolf Galland achieved 104 aerial victories during 705 missions, all on the Western front. Included in his score
areatleastsevenvictoriesachieved whenhe wasflyingthe Me 262. Galland also downed four four-engined bombers.
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F Bf 109E-3, Maj. Adolf Galland, CO of I1./JG 26, Caffiers, France, late August 1940

Thisis Galland'saircraftasitappeared atthe end of August 1940, i.e., with yellow identification markings introduced by Luftwaffe command at the beginning of
August 1940. Some authors believe that this is aircraft WNr. 4820 flown by Galland during August 1940 as his last personal mount when
at command of I1./JG 26. But.. The 4820 was manufactured by Arado in July 1940 as E-1/B and Galland’s logbook states E-1version as well, but photographs
reveal hisaircraft sported cannonsinthe wing. Thereis another aircraft of Galland known from this period, anditis also attributed to WNr. 4820. But again, this
“Emil” shows cannons in the wings and earlier style of the canopy. After the war, Adolf Galland took part in development of Argentine Air Force and was also
active in German fighter pilot association. He also became one of the advisers during the filming of Battle of Britain movie. Fellow adviser RAF ace Robert S.
Tuckbecame Galland’svery close friend and godfather of his son.
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G WNTr. 1480, Oblt. Franz von Werra, Gruppenadjutant of 11./JG 3, Wierre-au-Bois, France, September 1940

TFranzvonWerrabecamethefirst Germanfighteracetofallinto British hands.lthappened onthe morning of September 5,1940, when he was shot down with
this “Emil” over the county of Kent. Von Werra then became famous for his escape from a Canadian prison camp. He was able to return halfway around the
worldto Germanterritory, where he rejoined the Luftwaffe and continued his combat flights. He served on both the eastern and western fronts but was strictly
ordered to avoid the shores of England. This proved fatal when he failed to return from a flight over the English Channel as CO of I./JG 53
on October 25, 1941. The WNr. 1480 carried the standard camouflage of RLM 02/71/65 with white identification markings. These included the rudder and
wingtips.Itis also often depicted with a white engine cowling, but a careful study of photographs and archival documents prove contrarytoitandthe supposed
white paintwasin factanewerandlighter coat of RLM 65 paint. Itis possible that the cover came from another aircraft. The vertical tailarea bears the symbols
of von Werra's achievements, i.e. eight aerial victories and five aircraft destroyed on the ground. They are depicted on each side
inaslightly differentform.The RLM65 color extendedtothe upper surfaces ofthe leading-edge wing.
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H Bf 109E-1, WNr. 3771, flown by Fw. Ernst Arnold, 3./JG 27, Peuplingues, France, August 1940

Fw. Arnold was shot down in the late afternoon on August 30 during free hunt sortie over England. The I./JG 27 formation was attacked by RAF fighters and
Arnold’s “Emil” was hitin radiator, possibly by F/0 B. J. G. Carbury of No. 603 Squadron. He had performed belly-landing at Westwood Court, near Faversham,
Kent and his Aircraft was placed on display in Exeter as the fundraising motivation element. Africa emblem of ./JG 27 was introduced in late spring 1940 as
reminder of German African colonies lost after Great War. The scissors (in German language “Schere”) and the “r” letter are play on the name of former
Schwarmfiihrer and within the 3. Staffel popular Lt. Ulrich Scherer. He was declared missing after combat with Hurricanes of No. 615 Sqn. near Cherbourgon
July 20. The unit lost Gruppenkommandeur Hptm. Helmut Riegel during the same combat. Staffelkapitan of 3./JG 27 was future Knight Cross recipient Oblt.
Gerhard Homuth who was later successfully leading I./JG 27 in Africa. Homuth scored 15 victories during 1940 and his final score resulting from 450 combat
missions counted 63 aerial victories. Homuth was engaged in a 20-minutes dogfight with Russian fighters on August 2, 1943, and remains missing from that
timeon..

DER ADLERTAG
H413MM MP| [H70 MMP|
cm3og| 41 7 60

CESKOU VERZ| TEXTU NALEZNETE NA
www.eduard.com
POD KATALOGOVYM CISLEM 2136

71 44 41

RLM 71 OgrlP MMP‘
[Ha14MMP [epae e iH4 1 3MVP g5 |HE7 MMP
RLM 23 003 | RLMO: 3 W 29 IC115 057 Eolnn=anree]

22




Bf 109E-1, WNr. 3417, Gefr. Erich Mummert, 4./JG 52, Peuplingues, France, September 1940

This Messerschmitt saw very long career, being manufactured by Arado company in the late summer or early autumn 1939. Its camouflage consists
of RLM 71,02 and 65 and probably went through several changes. It cannot be ruled out the aircraft was finished in the RLM 70/71 scheme on upper surfaces
originally. Probably due to error, the JG 52 kept this aircraft in books as the E-4 variant. Red cat emblem was introduced as unit badge
in 1939 when the Staffel carried designation 1./JG 71. Erich Mummert was shot down with this “Emil” on September 30 in the afternoon during bomber escort
mission. Six JG 52 fighters had been attacked by Spitfires and tried to form a defensive circle. But Germans were running out of fuel and had
to abandon the combat soon. Being pursued by Spitfires the combat got slightly chaotic for Germans and Mummert’s aircraft was hit in radiator by the
“friendly” fire of another Bf 109. Mummert performed belly-landing on the edge of Detling airfield. Another II./JG 52 pilot was also shot down and bailed out,
being captured near Detling as well. Commander of 4./JG 52 was the legendary Johannes Steinhoff, the man, who acted as Kommodore of the
Jagdgeschwader7flying with Me 262s and later joined Adolf Galland and his elite Jagdverband 44.
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J Bf 109E-4, WNr. 5375, Hptm. Wilhelm Meyerweissflog, Stab JG 53, Etaples, France, September 1940

Wilhelm Meyerweissflog was born in 1889 and served in military during Great War. It is assumed he lived in Switzerland after the war and travelled
to USA as businessman regularly. In the ranks of the JG 53 “Pik As” he was acting as an administrative officer of Geschwaderstab. His aircraft was
photographed during refueling at former British airbase La Villiaze, Guernsey, part of occupied Channel Islands. Meyerweissflog was captured
on September5,1940. Duringinterrogation he said: “Saw the boys going off and thought he would like a flip too. He jumped into his aircraft, flew vaguelyin the
direction of England and was neatly shot through the petrol tank by a British fighter," probably by F/Lt. P. C. Hughes flying Spitfire of No. 234 Sqgn. Hptm.
Meyerweissflog made a forced landing at Monkton farm near St. Nicholas-at-Wade at 15.45 hrs “from which more by luck than good judgement he came out
safely and, when apprehended, had not the slightest idea where he was”. To further quote the interrogation report, his start and mission were described as a
“Veryfreelance patrol”,and hismorale as “Good undertrying circumstances”.
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K Bf 109E-4, WNr. 3709, Oblt. Josef F6z6, CO of 4./JG 51, Desvres, France, second half of September 1940

Thisis F6z6's aircraft after he scored his 14" victory on October 15 in the morning near London when escorting fighter bombers. Yellow cowling and rudder
wereidentificationmarkingsintroduced atbeginning of September toidentify Bf 109s assigned to fighter bomber missions.
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L Bf 109E-4, WNr. 5153, Oblt. Egon Troha, CO of 9./JG 3, Desvres, France, October 1940

EgonTrohawasbornin Austriain1916 and after finishing his pilot and fighter training, he startedto serveintheranks of the JG 26in 1939. Later he joined the JG
27 before being finally assigned to I1l./JG 3. Troha scored five victories during 1940 including one Dutch Fokker C.V and on October 1 he became commander of
9./JG 3. Hislastkill, probably a Hurricane of No. 605 Sqn., was scored on October 26 just after midday west of Boulogne. On October 29 Oblt. Troha was attacked
by Spitfires of No.74 Sqn. during mission over England. He believed his wingman was covering him, butinstead he got a burst of fire which damaged radiator of
his Messerschmitt. He force-landed near Shepherdswell. During his stay in Canadian prison camp, Troha lost an eye
inaprisoner’sriotand was repatriated. After returnto Germany he was promoted to Hauptmann and served with operational training unit JG 108 till the end of
war. Troha’s plane was manufactured by WNF in autumn 1939 as Bf 109E-3. In 1940 it was not upgraded only with new canopy but probably also with new MG
FF/M cannons, so unit kept the airplane in records as E-4. The sea horse emblem was created by the core of original unit’s pilots who were supposed to form
fighter squadron of German aircraft carrier Graf Zeppelin.
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Bf 109E-4, WNr. 4869, flown by Lt. Bernhard Malischewski, Stab Il./JG 54, Campagne-les-Guines, France,

October 1940

This “Emil” was personal mount of Stab II./JG 54 officer Lt. Bernhard Malischewski who was already long serving member at the time, as his presence was
datingbacktothetimes, whentheunithadoriginal designation|./JG 76.He scored one victory during Sitzkrieg and three more during French campaign and the
Battle of Britain. His last victory dates to the September 29 when he shot down a Spitfire near London. Malischewski was captured
on October12 after forced landing south of Tenterden, Kent. It is believed he was shot down by S/Ldr R. S. Tuck, however Malischewski stated the engine failure
was his real defeater in the dogfight. Indeed, his airplane did not have any hits from enemy fire. In the UK he was kept as prisoner of war at Camp 13, the Hayes
Camp, Swanwick, Derbyshire. He joined the group of prisoners, who were planning escape through a tunnel. One of the group members was Franz von Werra.
Theynicknamed themselves as “Swanwick Tiefbau A. G.” meaning Swanwick Engineering Co. Three prisonersincluding von Werra escaped, but Malischewski
gave up the effort earlier during digging process. In February 1945 he was sentenced to 28 days detention for attempting
to escape from the train bringing him from one Canadian camp to another. He was promoted to rank of Oberleutnant during his captivity and passed away in
1975.
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