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At the outbreak of WWII. The U.S. Army Air Corps
was quite impressed with the German success in
using the Stuka dive bomber. With no time to develop
their own dive bomber, the U.S. Army turned to
existing U.S. Navy aircraft to fill their dive bombing
requirement. The Douglas SBD dive bomber series
was an offshoot from Ed-Heinemann’s XBT2 project
with Northrop Aviation. The XBT2 first flew in 1936
and was renamed SBD-1 when Jack Northrop left the
company and Douglas Aircraft took over its
production. The Army Air Corps requested and
received 168 Douglas SBD-3 dive bombers from a
Navy production order in mid 1941. They designated
it the A-24-DE "Banshee" and it differed from Navy
SBD-3's in some minor electronic detail. plus it had
an enlarged, pneumatic tail wheel. Although the

arresting hook was left off, its faring was left intact. In
November 1941, 52 A-24's where shipped by sea for
use by the 27th Bombardment Group in the Philippine
Islands: however, they were diverted to Australia
when the P1 was overrun. The Banshee's served
with the 91st Bomb Squadron and 8th Bomb Group,
but,. they were not successful in this role so the
Douglas A-24 was withdrawn from front line service
shortly thereafter.

DATA: (A-24-DE) Crew: 2; Wingspan: 12.65m:;
Length: 9.80m; Height: 4.14m; Weight: 4,717kg;

“Engine: P&W R-1820-52 rated 1,000 at TO; Speed:

402km/h: Fixed weapons: 12.7mm machine guns X
2, 7.7mm Machine guns X 2: Bomb load: 544kg X1:
45kg X 2
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HO in painting indicaion Is the number of
Gunze Sangyo Aqueous Hobby Color, while H s
that of Mr. Color, Giue is not included in this kit.

HI bel 8 ist dle der
Aqusous - Hobby - Color von Gunze Sangyo,
wahrand den Ton der Farbserie Mr. Color
anzeigt. Im Bausatz ist kein Kiebstoff enthalten,

Sur le gulde de peinture,. Hl correspond au
numéro de couleur GUNZE- SANGYO AQUEOUS
HOBBY COLOR. alors que H correspond & Wr.
COLOR, La colle n'est' pas fournle dans ce kit.

HA] nelia indicazione defla pittura & W numero
deila Gunze Sangyo del colora ad acqua per
tobby, mentre e guello di Mr, Color. La colla

‘non & inclusa nella scatola df montaggto.

HAl en Indicaciones de pintado. Este es el
numero de Gunze Sangyo Aqueocus Hobby Color,
mientras Kl es o de Mr. Color. El pegamento
no esta Incluldo en el kit.
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