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In 1935, the Imperial Japanese Navy (IJN) commissioned both Mitsubishi
and Nakajima with the construction of prototypes for a project tentatively
titled the "Type Ten Carrier-based Attack-Bomber”. IJN specs for the new
type were far more ambitious than those for the recently adopted Type 96
attack-bomber. Nakajima. faced as they were with the prospect of losing vet
another 1IN contract to Mitsubishi. approached the task at hand as nothing
less than a life-or-death struggle for survival of the company. pouring
everything into R+D efforts for the new plane. Accordingly, they pulled out
all the stops in the newly-nomenclatured Type 97 project, drawing up plans
for what would become the first low-winged. all-metal monocogque
fuselaged attack plane in the IIN arsenal. The Type 97 was given retractable
landing gear and a narrow fuselage seating three crew members in tandem
with the pilot in front. Upward-folding wings made for improved storage
capacity on cramped carrier decks. A key factor in the design was the
adoption of a three-bladed two-stage adjustable pitch all-metal propeller
which matched engine output for maximum performance efficiency in
take-off, climb, cruising and top speed modes. The Type 97 Model |
Carrier-based Attack-bomber (B5N1) was officially adopted on November
16, 1937, and while the plane was initially mated with the "Hikari" engine
-- rated 300hp lower than the "Sakae" engine originally intended for the
design -- the Type 97 still passed 1IN specs with flying colors. Finally given

the "Sakae” powerplant in the autumn of 1938, the new Type 97 Model 3
(B3N2) was officially adopted in December 1939, and the Nakajima
production lines were shifted accordingly. With their superlative
performance and high level of bombing and torpedo accuracy. Type 97s,
flying from all six carriers in Nagumo's task force, struck a crippling blow
to the U.S. Pacific Fleet in the Pearl Harbor raid of December. 1941. The
performance of the Type 97 was particularly noteworthy during the raid as a
delivery platform for the specially developed shallow-run torpedoes which
put to rest claims that the shallow waters of Pearl Harbor made the ships
moored there impervious to torpedo attack with explosive finality. Fighting
alongside the superlative Zero fighter and Type 99 Aichi "Val” dive bomber
as a mainstay of 1IN carrier torces, the Type 97 saw extensive action in the
initial stages of the war in combat in the Solomons, Southwest Pacific and
Indian Ocean campaigns.

(B3NT Data) Crew: three: wingspan: 15.518m: length: 10.3m; height: 3.7m;
engine; Nakajma "Hikan™ Model 3 air-cooled 9-cvlinder radial (rated a
770hp at take-off): top speed: 350km/h (at 2,380m); fixed armament:
7. 7mm machine gun x | (for rearward defense); bomb capacity: 800kg x I/
250kg x 2/ 60kg x 6f 30kg x 6; torpedo capacity: 800kg x 1




