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One of the most tamous and successful destroyer class-
es ever built was the U S. Navy's Fletcher class that ap-
peared during the World War 2 period. A total of 175 sis-
ter ships proved 1o be the largest number for a destroyer
class in the US. Navy inventory during the era. They
were compieted in two and a half years, showing a stun-
ning example of wartime mass production Develop-
ment of the Fletcher class vessels began in mid October
1938, when the U.S_ Navy General Board stated the ini-
il characteristics requirements for their new destroy-
ers. The Navy needed larger and more versatile, mul-
tipurpose destroyers, 10 repiace the then principal Ben-
sonfLivermors type ships, which were the final develop-
ment of the pre-war destroyer design restricted by the
London Treaty

Afer study of several design skeiches, guidelines for
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2,050 ton displacement vessels were approved, and a
simple flush-decked hull was opted rather than the high
forecastie design seen on the preceding U.S. destroy-
ers. With the fundamental design settled, the initial ord-
ers of 24 ships inciuding the Fletcher, were placed by
mid 1940. By the end of the same year, almost 100
ships of this class were on order. To cope with this huge
number, a number of shipbuilding facilities were uti-
lized, such as Bath lron Works, Boston Navy Yard, Bet-
hiehem Steel company, and more. The DD445 Fletcher,
the leading ship for her class, was laid down at the
Federal Shipbuilding in Kearny, New Jersey, during the
early 1941, and completed on 30th June, 1942. With an
overall length of 376 feet six inches (about 115m), this
flush-decked destroyer had plenty of a room for future
adaptations where necessary. Her flush deck construc-
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tion also helped to reduce weight considerably, without
sacrificing structural strength. She used twin turbines
capable of yielding 30,000hp, developed by General
Electric, which propelled her up to 35 knots of maximum
speed

After experiencing intensive battles, the Fletcher and
many of her sister ships survived the war. Some were

sold to other nations, but most of them were kept in

reserve as part of a mobilization force. Along with the on-

set of the “Cold War”, some of them were modified into

anti-submarine warfare destroyers equipped with the

latest weapons systems, and remained in service well

into the 1970s. The Fletcher herself was converted into

a destroyer escort in 1948, and was eventually

withdrawn from the Navy ordnance lists in 1969
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