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Hien, probably type | Hel, flown by 2nd LL. Takeo
Adachi of 55th Sentai, Komaki AB, January 3,
1945,

Thare is anly one well-known photo of this A/C in
raf. 1 - 5 and 16 in which 2nd L1. Adachi is
acding his fourth kill mark to his NMF Hien with
Sgt. Kanzaki on January 3rd. He already scored
hig first kill on December 168th and two more kills
on December 22nd, 1944

In spite of the clear details around the kill marks
{rec eagles), all the references above do not
show which sub-type this A/C is. Though a Tei
type Hien of 55th Sentai was captured and
photographed in color in Okinawa in Jung 1945,
this A/C is more probably a type Hel as itis a
"stay-behind cadre® machine ke 2nd LI
Tohda's AJC (AJC #3) and should not be the
latest model.

As for the Sental emblem on tall, two slash on
arc mark is well-known, but this emblem was

A/C #2
IHilan typss | Otsu, fiown by Sgt. Shuichi Kaihou of 39th
Fighter Training Hikotai, Yokoshiba AB, March 1945,

This marking is based on the detailed interview and
color Bustration of M. Rikyu Watanabe with former
Joth Fighter Training Hikotal members. (Mr. Shuichi
Kaihou, Mr. Aldra Teuyuguehd, Mr. Yoshiaki Olada,
Mr. Noriyoshi Harano, M wao Tabata and Mr,
Kimiyurd Moriwaki among others) in rel, 8, bui very
regrartably there is no photo of this of other A/C of this
unit. Tha Santal amblam (modf of number 39, but was
quite similar to swallow, and the unit was usually
callad Swallow Squadron) is shown in several books
(red. 8 - 11 and 16). but probably rel. 8 is the original
document. It is painted in red with white outline, and
dark grean paint was applied imegulartly over NMF.
Hinomaru did not camy white cutine. Reference 8
says this AC is type Otsy, but all tha subsaguant
reforances say R is type Hel. We followed the
assartion of Mr. Watanabe,

The unicuue point of this AC is (1) fusalage guns weda

A/C #3
Hien type | Hei, flown by 2nd Lt Tomino Tohda of
55t Sentai, Komaki AB, February, 1945.

2nd Lt Tohda was a membear of “stay-bahind* cadie
of 55th Santai, and two photos of his Hean (type | Hes)
with 3 o 4 kill marks are shown in rel. 5, but closa
check of thase pholos shdw somé diferancs n mnor
points, and they seems 10 be two ditherant A'C. This
dacal reproduces his type | Hei Hien with 4 kil marks
n February 1945.

Densa dak green pant was apphed fo the upper
anea around these as wall as lower surface are lefl in
NMF. Hinomam has white outine. Kil marks are
shylizad bird mark, and the lop one shows his
damage 10 a B-28 on Decamber 13th, 1944 over
Nagoya, and the second one shows his only

A/C #4
Hien, probably type | Hei, flown by 2nd Lt. Takeshi
MNakamura of 18th Sentai, Kashiwa AB, early 1945,

Orly one photo of this A is shown inref. 3, 12 and
13, and shows 2nd LI Nakamura's shared kil mark
(piue) over a B-29 on NMF fuselage.

Sental emblem consists of three slashes with lower
two joining together (thus shiming *—/\" (18)), and
its color is said 10 be white (with red tim an NMF) for
1st Chutal, red (with whie trim an DG) for 2nd Chatai
and yeliow for 3rd Chutai (ref. 2, 4, 10, 14, 15), but the
only hwo photos of this Sental in Kashiwa AB (ref. 4, 5,
9, 10) published 5o tar shows onfy red Sental emblem
and red fusslage band. As he was a "stay-behind”
cadre of 18th Sentai, his Sental emblem color is far

introduced after the main force of 55th Santai was
exhausted in the Philippine campaign, and returned
to homeland in March 1845. Up to that tima the “ald”
type emblem should be have been used, whose
examples ara shown on the abowve Hien in Okinawa,
Hayabusa frainer tha! 2nd L. Tohda force landed on
September 10th 1844 (photo in rel. 5 and 6), and the
special attack unit Hien in ref. 7. This Sentai emblem
seems 10 ba hand panted in rad (with white outline on
dark green camouflaged A/C), and the thind example
(marks S8/B0) ditters from the first two axampies (marks

removed (gun roughs were left intact), (2) tad

whoel retracting apparatus was also removed 10 kessen s
waight, and (3) carirdge holder was installed below the
me.sm.mmmdﬁt #22 on several of his

Though this wnit was a fighter training Lnit, i was engaged
in home defense duties, and some skilled pilols scored
wictores. Red wing motif shows kil over single engine
AC, and cutline of B-20 indicates damages on B-29,
These are not for personal score, but for the Shotal he was
fiving with. Same 4 kil marks wene also applied on the

5157) in the longer bofiom
swoosh. Which type of old Sertal emblam
Adachi's A/C carried is not known. If the extended
swoosh fype mark (58/60) is chosen, white outing
should be cut-oft while the decal is half dry.
He became a fighter pilot whils studying at Keio
University, and was a horo of young pilots with 4 kills
over B-20. Bul while intercepting a B-20 formation
over Nagoya on January 19th a bullet pierced hisg rignt
shoulder. He managed to drive stricken Hien to near
Komaki AB, but lost consciousness and crashed to
the ground.

Hien type Otsu of W.O. hwao
Tabata (A/C #21).

On July 20th, 1945 while practicing young pilots Sgt.
Kaiho found a fomnation of P-51 attacking Tokono-
zawa AB, He instantly drove on the formation, and
ghot down the leader A/C with 12.7mm guns. After
several deys MP informed him that the dewned LIS
pilot is requesting o meet him. The pilot ha met was
Major E. J. Jones. (unit unknown) from Obkdnawa, and
a veroran with 6 1o 7 kills. He was quite shocked 1o
know that he was downed by & 20 years old boy-ke
piot(ret. B).

confirmed kil of a B-29,

42-24773 (490BG/MATEES), piotad by Lt Lea E. Cormwey
over Mikawa Bay on December 18th, 1944, He also
damaged anothar B-29 on Decadnbar 22nd, 1944,

As with Adachi’s AC (A/C #1), the Sental embiem is out of
photo, and no conclushee evidenca was found on which
type of old 55th Sentai emblem it camed. By analogy o
the special attack Hian (dark grean camouflaged) in ref. 7,

longer swoosh type Sontai mark is
provisionally ghown here.

2nd Lt. Tohda was assigned 1o 55th Sental in August
1844 from cadet school, and was frained with
Hayebusa tainer. He made a  beautiful
wheel-uniocked forced landing on September 10th,
1944 at Komaki AB (ref. 5 and 6). He achieved a total
of 4 victories, but the detail of his war-time caro? I8
NGt ko

from conclushve. Phatographed red Sental

mark and fuselage band is provisionally applied in this decal.
Al the illustration of Sentai emblern shows the upper siash
edending o the fromt of stabiizer, probably due to the
ilustration in ref. 14, but the published photos show this siash
just to the root of vertical fin. There may be A/C number on

landing gear cover, bul it is not known.
2nd Lt Nakamura's wartime carsar S not Know
fxcopt the fact that he achieved one shared kill (data
and location unknown), and madse a forcad landing
on a rice fieid near Narmasy on February 16, 1945
afler combat with Helicats,
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