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The world's first practical V/STOL attack aircrafi, the Harrier, first
llew in 1960. Attracting the attention of the United States Marine
Corps (USMC) for its potential as a ground support fighter, the plane

was adopted as the AV-SA, but several design sholtcomings such as

limited payload and range had to be ironed out before the plane

could go on line. These changes would prove to take much longer

than expected to work out belbre being realized on the new AV-SB.
which flnally matched Leatherneck performance stats. Major modifi-
cations on the main wings of the craft were perhaps the most notable

changes. These included larger overall surface area, supercritical air-

lbil and LERX aerodynamically-improved leading edges. Despite

these changes, the design was able to stay well withln weight limita-
tion stats through prodigious use of composite materials. A1so, shift-
ing the landing gear closer inboard freed up space under the r'vings to

make room for two additional hardpoint ordnance pylons. Other not-

able changes for the AV-SB included: an upgraded, modernized

avionics bay; installation of the ARBS precision bombsight system

(also used on the A-4M Skyhawk) for improved ordnance delivery;
multi-target display; HOTAS capability in the control stick and

throttle, freeing up the pilot's hands for maneuvering while allowing
controi of vzu'ious systems during flight; an enlarged canopy greatly

improving pilot view. Modifications to the air intakes and exhaust

systen-r employing a zero scarf nozzle improved thrust and LIDS
(Lift lmprovement Devices) including retractable forward f'ence and

enlarged. removable strakes further enhanced performance. The AV-
88 also f'eatures a retractable refueling probe. The first unit to be

outfitted with the AV-SB was VMA-33i. which received the aircraft
beginning in 198-5.

The AV-8B was refitted fbr RAF service as the Harrier GR Mk.5 by
replacing its ejection seat, ECM gear and other avionics systems

with components of British manufhcture. The aircratt's ventrally
mounted single 25mm cannon was replaced with two Aden 25mm

cannons.

Data (GR Mk.5) Crew: one; wingspan: 9.25m; length: 14. l2m;
height: 3.55m; engine: Pegasus Mk.l05 (F-,102-RR-406) x 1 (thrust=

9,752kg x 1); maximurn takeoff weight: 8,lzl2kg (VTOL) or 1,1,061

(STOL): maximum speed: 0.85 Mach; rnaiden flight: September 6.

1 978 (prototype)
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a HE fi'y2(R) BLACK

tr HE i/r/\- (sE) SILVER

E HE t:r>-rv- DARK SEA GRAY

w Hm STEEL

m Hm 2*€AU7=vD FLAT BLACK

m Hl79 l-r4aa- (+J>i.t4rtr*) SANDY YELLOW

n HIEO 2U7-V'yf CLEAR RED

m HIES ,u7-7)V- CLEAR BLUE

m HEol h-+rt)-> KHAKI GREEN

m HE H$*€ BURNT IRON

m Li?'tr7)='yD SEIVII GROSS BLACK

Its Hl77 94i)zv2 TIRE BLACK

m ,t)->Fs34079 GREEN FS34O79

m iFU.fF.FS17875 WH ITE FS1 7875

m ,v-F536231 GRAY FS3623]

m ,i"r-a RADOME

@ ;EiA*E DARK GREEN

m 4rtr-FS13538 YELLOW FS1 3538
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HE in painting indicaton s the numberoJ GSI Creos Aqueous Hobby Color, whie
I s thal of Mr. Color. Glue s not included in this kit.

HE bei Bemalungshinweisen ist die Nummer der Aqueous - Hobby - Color von GSt
Creos, wdhrend E den Ton der Farbserie [,4r. Color anzeigt. tm Bausatz sl kern
Klebstofi enthalten.

Sur Ie guide de peinture, HE correspond au n!mdro de couleur GSI Creos
AQUEOUS HOBBY COLOR. alors que II corespond d Mr. COLOR, La co te n'est
pas lournie dans ce kt.

H1 neila indicazrone della pitura 6 il numero della GSI Creos del colore acl acqua
per Hobby, menhe I e quello d Nrr. Co]or. La cola non € inclusa nela scatota di
montagglo.

HLi en ndcaciones de pintado. Esle es el numero de GSI Creos Aqueous Hobby
Co or, mientas lf es e de l\/lr. Color. E pegamento no esta inclu do en e kit.

!tr E{E;8erE^E'lt* ost creos Hff7ktt4H4;f ,A6,ii6Efr, mEErl{tt
GSI creos H ff E,l til EE FiH 4 ;a;A Et ffi Ert, iE,ltlE.lt lt,i E' E ;6Bzk.
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OThis marking chart has been reduced by 60%in the side view andSO%in
the top and bottom views from 1 /48 scale.
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