One of the major shorlcomings of the German Luftwaffe was the almost totat lack of long-
range heavy bombers. Not long after Germany had begun their assault on the Brilish the
Germans found themselves in need of a heavy bomber suitable for attacking the British convoys
far at sea. Since the need was immediate and the time required to'develop a new aircrafl would
be extensive, the only course opert to them was the conversion of a new civil airliner, the
FW 200 Condor, into the bomber role. Strangely, this bechme one of the' most sucecssful
conversions of the war, even though the Condor was not ideally suited. for this role, Its unusual
HLICCCISH lay in the inadequate protection and extreme vulnerability of the Allicd convoys-to
aerial attack. . _ LT L R

The Focke Wulf FW 200 was originally designed as a long-range <ivil airliner for. the ‘German
airline, Deutsche Lufthanse. In this configuration the FW 200 carned 26 ‘passengers, and a
crew of four. The performance of the Condor was noteworthy and following several spectacular
demonstration flights the four-engine airliner was ordered by Denmark ‘and Japan. Tropically,

the Japanese were planning to convert the FW 200 into a long-range reconnaissance plane — the -

role the Condor ultimately filled for Germany. . ; ey Lk, 3
The first Condor bombers began operations in.the fall of 1940, In. a very short while the pon-

derous raider with its distinetive offset bomb gondola became a dreaded sight to Allied seamen. ..
Working with the notorious U-boats, Condors would'guide the:German submarines directly to

the Allied convoys. With bombers attacking from above; and U-boats below, the toli of Allied
ships rose alarmingly, The FW 200C-3/U1 could deliver,ovey 4,600 Ibs, of bombs in low level
assaults This version of the Condor was armed with an MG 151 20mm cannon in the forward
portion of the gondola and a 15mm cannon in the. uppeér Torward turret. This heavy forward
armament proved quite successful for low-level attacks. ; :

Roaming the Norih Atlantic almost unmolested, Condors sank hundreds of thousands of tons
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of Allied shipping and their {wo-year reign of destruction gained (hem a place in history as
the “Scourge of the Atlantic” As an attempt 1o improve the defense of the convoys, British
Hawker Hurricane fighters were mounted on catapulls on merchant ships to be launched when
the huge bombers appearcd. Called “Hurricats,” their first victory was recorded on August 3,
1941 ‘when, a Condor felt before a Hursicat's guns. Following the victory, the fighter was
ditched afongside a merchant ship and the pilot recovered.

Barly in 1943, the US. Army began operating long-ranging B-24D's on anti-submarine and
convay prolection duties, By August of that year, the job was taken over by Mavy PB4Y-1'3
and the Condors found themselves no match for the American bombers, Increased anti-aircraft
protection on the ships were making low-level assaults extremely hazardous and the FW 200's
were forced to make their attacks from greater altitusles, thus reducing their effecliveness.
Gradually the Condors were withdrawn from their reconnuisance-bomber role and replaced by
the less successful He 177, The retired FW 200's were returned to the duty for which they
were primarily designed — personnel and cargo transport.

Revell’s replica of the Condor vepresents the FW 200C3/U1 version of this German bomber.
This version was pawered by four BMW-Bramo 323R-2 engines. These nine cylinder air-cooled

_engines provided 1,200 h.p.’ with water-methanol injection. Normal bomb load consisted of
twelve 110 Ib: bombs in the fuselage bay, two 550 Ib. bombs in underwing racks and onc

1,100 1b. bomb under each ouler engine nacelle. Giross weight was 46,300 Ibs. The wing
spanned 107 ft. 9% in, and overall length was 76 [t 112 i

Service ceiling was 19,000 fv.,, maximum speed was 224 mph | this was attaned at 15,700 ft.
The normal range was 2,210 miles and endurance was approximately 14 hours.

Your Revell Focke-Wulf FW-200C Condor is another authentic represeniation of a page from
aviation history.
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for use with this matenal.

READ THIS FIRST.

PARTS' LIST

GUN MOUNT
GUN SIGHT
TURRET BASE
15 MM CANNON

OLIVE
(RN

ASSEMBLY. INSTRUCTIONS

1. Cement Parts 1 and 2 into Part 3 with Part 4 Jocated, (NOT
CEMENTED) between them as shown.
2. Cement Parts 5 and 6 info place. Set aside to dry.

.

This kit is moulded of styrene plastic. REVELL CEMENT & PAINTS are made especially

Always fit parts together to be assured of proper assembly before cementing.

Before assembling, paint parts as indicated [SIEVER and allow to dry. Avold

spilling cement on paint, on clothing, or furniture. H-204
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. CONTROL COLUMN (2
PILOT SEAT N

CO-PILOT SEAT
PILOT

CO-PILOT

FLIGHT DECK

. INSTRUMENT PANEL

ASSEMBLY INSTRUCTIONS

1. Cement (2) Parts 7 and Parts 8, 9, 10 and 11 to Part 12 as
shown.

2. Apply decal to Part 13 and then cement Part 13 to Part 12,
Set aside to dry.




WINDOW (6
WINDOY (2
FUSELAGE (STBD )
WINDOW (CIRCULAR)
FUSELAGE (FORT)
TAILGEAR
TAILWHEEL

. TAILGEAR FORH
. 20 MM CANNON

GUN MOUNT
EVELATOR BALANCE
ELEVATOR (PORT)

HORIZONTAL STABILIZER. LOWER HALF
HORIZONTAL STABILIZER, UPPER HALF
TORQUE TUBE

RUDDER (STBD. HALF)

RUDDER (PORT HALF)

. RADID MAST

. RADIO LOOP

. DORSAL CANOPY
. GOCKPIT CANOPY

ELEVATOR BALANCE
ELEVATOR (STBD )
HORIZONTAL STABILIZER, LOWER HALF
HORIZONTAL STABILIZER, UPPER HALF

_ Cement (3) Parts 14 and (1) Part 15 into Part 16 and the

remaining (3) Parts 14 and Part 15 and Part 17 into Part 18.

~ 0On the cone boss of Part 19, position Part 20, then cement

into place Part 21. Gheck that Part 20 rotates freely and set
aside to dry.

. Snap (DO NOT CEMCNT) Part 22 into Part 23 then cement

this assembly into position as shown.

. Cement Part 24 to Part 25, then Parts 26 and 27 together,

trapping the elevator between them. The elevator must move
fraely.

5. Cemant this assembly into place on Part 18 at the stabilizer

section only. The elevator must be kept free of cement.

IN PLAGE

6.
T.

Press (DO NOT CEMENT) Part 28 to the elevator pin on the
inside of the fuselage as shown.

Cement Flight Deck Assembly into place in Part 16 and
locate (DO NOT CEMENT) Turret and Tailgear Assemblies in
position as shown. Carefully cement Parts 16 and 18 togoether
trapping the turret and tailgear into place

Cement Parts 29 and 30 together around the pins al the tail
section. Be careful that cement does not touch the hinge
or the rudder will not turn.

~ locate and cement into place Parts 31, through 34,
10.

11.

Cement Part 35 to Part 36 and then Parts 37 and 38 togoth
er trapping the elevator between them.

Cement this assembly to Part 16 at the stabilizer section only,
locating the elevator pin into Part 28.
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PARTS LIST

. GONDOLA FORWARD CANOPY
. GONDQLA REAR CANOPY

. GONDOLA

. BOMB DOOR, STBD.

. BOMB DDOR, PORT

MO.-BAY

ASSEMBLY INSTRUCTIONS

. Cement Parts 39 and 40 to Part 41 as shown.
2. locate (DO NOT CEMENT) Parts 42 and 43 inside Part 41

then cement Part 44 in place. Check that Parts 42 and 43
mave freely.

. Cement this assembly in position to the underside of the

fusefage.
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. RETRACTING LINK (2)

If you desire your model in the flight position with landing gear

ASSEMBLY. INSTRUCTIONS

retracted, omit this assembly and proceed with Assembly 6.

1.
2.
3.

Cement together {4) Parts 45 to (4} Parts 46.

Cement (2) Parts 47 lo each Part 48,

Place wheels en Part 47 and retain in position by cementing
in place (4) Parts 49, Keep ¢ement away from the wheels or
they will nokt turn,

To each Part 48 cement one each Part 50, 51 and 52 as shown.
Cement to each Part 50 (1) Part 53. Set aside to dry.
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