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ANOTHER HISTORICALLY INTERESTING AIRCRAFT FROM WINGS 48!
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Certainly history's most eleganily siyled Noalplane fighter, the Rawanishi MIR1 Rgofu (Mighty wind), allicd code name “Rex”, was also a potent
combatant with the exira, unigue distinclion ol having its basic, regal design adapled to a land version — the HIRI-J Shiden, allied code namc
“Checergpe”

In early 1940, the military doctrine of the Imperial Japanese Raval Command — aware that war wilth the United Slales was inevitable — envishoned
need lor a water-based fighter whose main mission was o insure air supremacy at the time of oflensive amphibious assault landings and 1o
immediately operate from newly conquered. improvised bases during the foreseen “island-hopping campaigns in the remote, southwesl Facific
where land-based fighters or opposing carrier lorces would likely not be operative. The most obvious solution at the time = although recognizc d
strictly as an interim, stop-gap measure — was o convert the highly successiul Mitsublishi AGM.Z Zero-Sen into a Noatplane: accomplished by
Makajima when their A6M2-R loalplane conversion, allled code name “Rufe”, made its maiden Might on December 8 1949

In Seplember 1940, secking o oblain the world's most powerful and advan ed Noatplane (or the assigned task, the Haval stall fumcd B
Rawanishil — then a skiiliul producer of some of the workl's most oulstanding Mylng boals. Eightecn months later, on May 6, 1942, their first Ryl
Prololype was Mown and demonstrated escellent handling chara peristics and “considerable p-nh-uh.lll although " pnsiderable skill™ was regqulred
dluring take -ofl and Landing. a trall througg ol Is carecr. “Rex” (ealuned an ex eplionally chean aned stately deshon chara teriped by a laminas 11w
aerololl wing, mid-mounted to avoid splashing water on lake-alfand Landing: a large center main-floal, attached by a V-strut torward, I-strul aft; and
petite tip-Noals, each suppored by a single, slim. antilever strul. Devold of extrancous siruls or bracing wirnes aned with a long, sharply poslinbead
spinner, “Rex” was decidedly rakish. And polent! 1« arried two 7. 7mm cowl-mounted machine guns, b 20mm wing cannons and could carmy Dy

6 Ity | 30- k) bomibs on underwing racks. Also, it proved Lo be 30 mph faster than Uhe interim Kule
rotating, 2-blade props which were dleemad necessary
(The contra-props proved to b more troubbe than
i 13 engine with an extension shall diiving &

The prototlype was powered by a Masel |&-cylinder radial air-c poled engine, geared lor contra
to olfset airscrew lorgue developed by the powerful engine mounted in the rather short luselage.
they were worth and, Trom the second prototype onward, all “Rex's” uscd Lhe similar 1. AG0 hp Rase

aormal constant-speed, three bladed alrscrew]
vision and the plane wis ordered nto produc tion in Dec ember V42
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Py March 1944, The Last ol G~ Rex” Nghters was delivenesd curialbed i favor of - Leorge ’ 3
Thee Jagsenese Mavy was no longer urtttll.r offensive, rather, it desperately needed land based defensive fighters '“HIM;.M-I::l "1!-1 A|.|I|“-1::l|l::.:|::-l|.:.
few singge purpose Moatplanes designed lor allensive support roles, Further, the of iginally encountered I.M"”' handful o rn; ". ‘IPI{ 15 I.Ilh:ﬂ-n h" pex
buaed Lween I'I'I.FLH el !'1' i el of soreamin dlermirns bn the fisrmy ol Fall Corsalrs”, M6l Mazibe als anvid -5 110 Mllﬁln:lli}ﬁ "ll: \..I:' oty '.|'|-1| hile
was @ ruggged and highly ellicient alrcraft with commendable maneuverability, It was no mat k III|III '.h:“““;‘lu-l ;“ Il-_l:ll'} l:nd In :-«.!11 t;l'klllli'
draggging a center Tloat throsiiggh the alr! Thus, in carly 1044, Rawanishi urmed s full altention Lo production of The deriycad i i

; - inst Australian, British and U5, alr lorces a3
£ . . st wass limited i wins used aga :
Understandably, with only 97 prodic i, “Rex's’ comibsal wa Rex” provided homeland patiol and delense wilhy e s
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codde ndicates Bih prolelype (owerall 562, the 62nd produced. Une code s irege Presenlly at Hational & & Space H.,,..:am.ma used "Fen” 10 bomb B35
Cirarieh LT Museum's Garber restoration acility wsing 30 kg type 3 aenal bomts
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HEARTY THANKS 1o Ken “The Mississiopi Mearballer™ Glass and to Dawvid “Ban-
za Taisa™ Arken lor their great help and enthusiastic (read “1anatic™!) encourage-
ment on this kil projed. Espeaally apprecated were “Caplain Banzar's” trips to
Fredencksburg, Texas 1o confirm vanous aspects of this project with the 1:1 scale
wersion there. Thanks guys!

Fellow Meatballers and Paciic War hslonans are encouraged 1o join Alken's
Japanesea Information Clearinghouse (JIC). See enclosed data sheal for partculars
of wnle JIC, PO. Box 157423, Irving, Texas 75015
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CONSTRUCTION NOTES, HINTS & TIPS: FPlease read before you procead!

REFERENCES:

= A History of Japanese Maval Aviation — Rodansha & Ja =5z i i e i i S
- . panese Mavy Airforce in WWI = Air Worlad e o ——
& l:q sivilsal _A..m;'_ raft of e World by John W R .T.Ellj-'h." — Puilrianrs * Japanese Navy Wings of the Second “h"mlwl':rtl_nﬂl‘l..::u r"'l.i-ﬂ. IEI_HE..
= General View of Japanese Military Aircrafl in the Pacific War — Aireview  * Maru Mechanic Nos. 1,21,43 oLl
# [mperial Japanese Mavy Alrcralt — Roku Fan [Hustrated Mo, 1 159579 ® Fictorial History of Air War Over Japan: JJ;
. ! r . m:.l ' i
® Japanese Aircrall of the Pacific War by B.J. Francillon — Funk & Wagnalls ~ Walanabe Pan: Japanese Ravy Alr Force, by Yaaji

= Japanesc Aircrall of World War 1] by Basil Collicr — May Mower Books, Inc, * Profile Pulbication Mo, 213 - "Rex” & “George” by Bene
& Japanese Military Aircrafl lustrated: Vol 1 Fighters — Roku Fan Special: * War Flanes of the Second World War: rhmpﬁ:“}f“ I“L J- Francilion
Bunrin-do Wim. Green — Daoubileday 3y N 6 by
o Japanese Maval Air Force Camouflage and Markings World War 1 by
Daxnvalal W Thorpe — Acro

inbesioe drasangs based on Mam Mechame “Geonge™ 11 & 21 dlustrabions; revised according 1o Flex™ al Mimilz Museum

Cockpil of “Rex” sloned al Sdver Spangs. MO
Drawing based on pholo supplied by Robent ©
Mikesh, Curator—MNational fur & Space
Museum, Washangion, DC

The WINGS “Rex” is an entertarng arcraft 1o build and when hrished. in approximalely 12-15 hours. produces a highly pleasang and fasihiul rephca
Standard vaculorm technsques apply: scribe—don 't Iry to cut—around pars. - snap” from sheel. sand ngorously on flat surface with # 240 Wel-N-Dry sandpager progressing Lo
#B00, make frequent Tits, aHix with hquid glue. lil seams with Elmer's Water Based Wood Filler. 3M Acryl-Blue Glazing Putty. green stufl, or equivalent. and primse. finish and
diecal as wih amy kil
Prepare clear canopy before cutling out coresponding location in fuselage 1o assure perfect final k. Eventually mount clear part with wiyle glue
Future Acrylc Floor Wiax for extra clanty
Decide whether 1o busld Prototype (long spinner, two 2-blade contra-rolating props. single exhaust cullel per side); Early Vers:
Version (3-blade prop, row of indnadual exhausts per side). If Prototype, do NOT cut off spinner molded to cowl an slyrene shoe
Early or Late version, cuf off spinner from cowl and substitute metal spinner and props supphed. Cut corcular peece frgem Scrap styrend, glue mnsida
fuselage habves to become mount for metal spinner. Use appropniate size hollow rod for exhaug! pipes
Open cowl gills for pleasing al rest” attiude. To achieve “open effect. cut out duphicale gil Hap cheps from scrap.,
Or. cut gl flaps from some thin. metal-source (such as a bottle cap) and glue Mo scribed posiion for a mce candd touch
Construction 15 very straightforward. There are no tricky patfalls. Just be awars nod 1o shice off wing filed from fuselages when
somie 5o of intenior be labeicated in addlion to the scnbed Noor, rudimentary seal andinstrument panel supphed. Drawings above enable a super delail
twngs & masking lape stnps for seal bells, bent pin control stick and looped stretched Spnse for the black rudder bar and leather shrnups ara all ssmple but &
To clean small burrs and to polish the supphed melal parts, we recommend using a Creations Unhmited - Flex-1-File” or line grade steel wool of gmall file. If building a Protatype
wersion. bull prop for natural rmetal dfect, Glue all metal parts 1o plastc wilh cement such as Duro Super Glue
Complete model by adding special delails: pitot from two sizes of tubing; amenna wine from stretched sprug; exhaust pipe Shubs and inne-C awd maching guns from hl:h'.l'ﬁ o
headres! and gunsight from scrag, hand-pan 1ail codes with cxira-fine red sable brush Use Hinoman Irom IPMS LUSA decal sheel [€4.50; order from |PMS/US EPI”:-:SI
Products. PO Box 480, Denver. CO 80201). REMEMBER—these planes often serviced under the hot tropscal sun with ihe result that the unde wing hnoMaru were hlw: -
lhn- 11“!# hm‘nnm o] Pﬂﬂlﬂ“'p' “'a'alh’;'reﬁ and the I-‘D'I:' sidh If'ls-lgnlﬂ |'|ad w(l-,ﬂ_"'l.!'!ll'_'ﬂ bﬂ.ﬂ"‘k‘ .A-" UmllFLﬂE are HL:I' IR Sl i ried u TES Yo e rn-!]-;]'i,!hﬂg a I-i.";.-rﬂ".l' resh
Fiex™ ! Keerp this tip in mind should you madel a P-40 in Flying Tiger scheme —cdization also severely marred the upper sade nahonal Chanése BmDRMS while: the under wing
emblems looked “good as new . Happy modekng!

o desired. lghily “paint” i with

on {3-blade prop, singhe exhaus! per side); od. Late

i add 4 prop-blades rom Spanes Doy Far gaiher
coewd opening belore maling

flatten” one back edge wilh ble and glue chip on @dge n pace
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+d cockpl but even such

Hacles, addhons

Printed in U.5.A.

I ESSSEEESESS R




DECLASSIFIED

hoed in the Division of Maval Imiell gence
By
Combined Personnel of United Siares and Brtith Services

for the Lhe of Allied Forces

TECHMICAL AIR  INTELLIGEMEE CENTER

i, e LA T=" AMACOITIA © C

MILITARY INTELLIGENCE DIVISION W. D. G. 5.
MILITARY ATTACHE REPORT __Zio: . ilo..._

e afy P e i

JOINT INTELLIGENCE CENTER, PACIFIC OCEAN AREAS
NAVY NUMBER 128 (ONE-TWO-EIGHT)
efo Pleet Post Office
San Prancisco, Callifornia

s CP, Hgs Alaaks Defecse Cozzand
OF THE ASSISTND ONDF OF! ST-TF
PO At DIEXLIGECE, -2, I & I DET.LHENT

g

[ B w5 W 4E P

OFFICE OF CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS

EFF L O kAL ETELLIGERCN

OFFICE OF STRATEGIC SERVICES

From a confidentlal source, thils Illﬂﬂj; has received the
following report, dated July 10, 1942, concerning alrplane engines

and parts manufactured in Japan: DE D
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