
Belcher Bits Decal BD-29: Beechcraft Expeditor 1/48

The Beechcraft Model 18 is one of the most successful light twin aircraft
in the world with over 9000 produced. Introduced in 1937, sales of the Beech 18
started slowly in comparison with its main competitor, the Lockheed 12. However,
WWII provided a tremendus market for pilot trainers and light transport aircraft
and it was used by USAAC as the C-45 and USN as the SNB, both in many variants.
Post-war, it was sold to many foreign air forces and continues in civilian service
in limited numbers to the present day.

One of the distinguishing features of early aircraft (up to Beech 18C, around
1945) was a straight leading edge and short upper wing nacelles; the ICM C-45F
represents this configuration. In an attempt to reduce drag, the wing chord inboard
of the engines was increased and swept back to the nacelles. At the same time the
upper nacelles were extended to the rear, matching the under-wing nacelles. A
Belcher Bits resin modification kit is available for the ICM kit (BB39) which will
allow you to model late-model and post-war Expeditors.

1. JRB-1, Australia, 1942
Personal aircraft of MGen Vandergrift, 1 Marine Division.

This is an early Beech 18 with short nacelles as per the ICM
kit. Olive Green (not Olive Drab, but greener like Field
Green FS 34095) over Light Gray. Wing roundels were 40”
diameter top and bottom, fuselage were 35” diameter. The
nose carried the two star flag of a MGen, and the First
Marine Division logo was on the rear fuselage.
Ref: Golden Wings, p.62
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