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Grunau Baby IIB
'Over Western Europe'

cz
Grunau Baby llB se stal pied druhou svëtovou vâlkou a bëhem nlnejroz§iienèj§im vétronèm svèta. Odhaduje se, 2e
bylo vyrobeno cca 6000 ks tohoto vétronë. Zku5eni konstruktéËi vétroËù E. Schneider, W. Hirt a H. Kromer se rozhodli
vtovârné na vÿrobu vétroËù E. Schneidera ve slezském Grunau (nynl Je2ôw Sudecki v Polsku) zkonstruovat novÿ
bezpeënÿ cviënÿ vëtroË. Prototyp ESG 31 (Edmund Schneider Grunau, rok zâletu '1931)se stal prapÈedkem nové
iady vétroËü. Charakterizovala ji celodievènâ konstrukce trupu ëestiühelnikového prüiezu a dvounosnlkové kiidlo
potaZené ëâsteëné piekliZkou a plâtnem, s profilem Gô 535. Upravené sériové stroje byly pojmenovâny Grunau Baby.
K tomuto pojmenovânl se brzy zaëala piidâvat jedniëka. Uspé§né Baby byly piedvedeny v USA, pËi zâvodech i nad
New Yorkem. S kiidlem s o 60 cm zvét§enÿm rozpétlm, upravenou piidi trupu a dal5imi üpravami byla v roce 1933
zalétâna a zavedena do vÿroby verze Grunau Baby Il. Zkuëenosti z provozu se projevovaly v konstrukcich dal§ich
variant. Grunau Baby lla, vezez roku 1935, dostala brzdici klapky. Nejmasovéjivyrâbënâ verze Grunau Baby llb
vznikla v roce 1936. KÈidlo dostalo novÿ typ brzdicich klapek systému Schempp-Hirth, vysunovanÿch nad i pod kiidlo.
Vétroné Baby llb byly vybrâny jako cviëné stroje pro budovanou Luftwaffe. Byly vyrébëny masovë v nèmeckÿch
tovârnâch, mnoho zemi zakoupilo licenci k vÿrobé (Nizozeml-Fokker, Francie -Nord, Brazilie, Velkâ Britânie -EoN a
Sligsby, §védsko), vyrâbély sije i plachtaiskê skupiny po celém svétë. Béhem vâlky byla vyroba Baby llb zavedena i

na Üzemi Cech. Hlavnimi dodavateli byly tovârny Petera ve Vrchlabi a Kochman v Kralupech nad Vltavou. Ve vyrobè
se pokraëovalo i po vâlce a Baby llb mély velkÿ podil na rozvqi ëeskoslovenského plachtèni. Baby ll se vyrâbëly i po
druhé svëtové vâlce. Byly rüznè upravovâny, dostâvaly pËekryty kabin a byly rûznè modifikovâny. E. Schneider
emigroval doAustrâlie, kde vyrâbël upravené verze Baby 3 a Baby 4.

Rozpéti: 13,57 m, délka: 6,09 m, rychlost opadân[: 0,85m/s pii optimâlni rychlosti 55 km/h, max. rychlost: 160 km/h

EN
The Grunau Baby llB became the most popular glider in the world before and during World War ll and it is estimated
that the production gave a total of about 6000 airframes. lts designers were E. Schneider, W. Hirt a H. Kromer, ail of
them experienced glider designers who had decided to set about a new, safe and reliable training glider in Schneider's
factory in Grunau, Silesia (Je2ôw Sudecki in Poland today). The prototype ESG31 (which stood for Edmund
Schneider Grunau, first flown in 1931) became the ancestor a whole new type of gliders with a characteristics feature
of a hexagonal cross section fuelage and two-spar wing covered with plywood and fabric with Gô535 aerofoil. The
improved production airframes were named the Grunau Baby, soon to be followed by number l. Successful Babies
wereshownintheUSA,duringracesandoverNewYorkaswell. TheGrunauBabylldifferedbyawingenlargedby
60cm, adapted nose section and a few other improvements, it was first flown and introduced to production in 1933.
Experience gained during operating the gliders was reflected in the construction of further varieties. ln 1935, the
Grunau Baby Ila sported wing air brakes. The most mass-produced Grunau Baby llb which emerged in 1936 gota new
type of the brakes, of a Schempp-Hirth system which extended both above and below the wing surfaces. The Grunau
Baby llb was also chosen for the fledging Luftwaffe as the main training glider. These machines were mass-built in
factories in Germany, while many other countries bought licence rights too (the Netherlands - manufactured by
Fokker, France - Nord, Brazil, the UK- EoN and Slingsby, Sweden)and the gliders were built by gliding groups all over
the globe as well. During the war times, the production was also introduced in the former Czechoslovakia. The major
suppliers were the Petera factory in Vrchlabi and Kochman in Kralupy nad Vltavou. The production went on after the
war too and the Baby llb version played a major part in the development of gliding in Czechoslovakia. The furhter
development of the design brought some new features as the various cockpit canopies with a few more modifiactions
to the airframe. E.Schneider, the father of the project, emigrated to Australia where he started the production of
improved Baby 3 and Baby 4 gliders.

Wingspan: 13.57 m, length: 6.09 m, rate of sink:0.85m/s atthe optimum speed of 55 km/h, max. speed: 160 km/h
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Grunau Baby, VD204, RAF leti§té White Waltham Velké
Britânie, 1951 .

Grunau Baby, VD204, RAF White Waltham, Great
Britain, '1951 
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Grunau Baby, ëislo 17, CEVM (Centre d'Entraînement au Vol en
Montagne / Centrum pro létâni v horâch), Bourget-du-Lac,
Savojsko, Francie, 1951 .

Grunau Baby, no. 17, CEVM (Centre d'Entraînement au Vol en
Montagne / Mountain Flight Training Centre ), Bourget-du-Lac,
Savoie, France, 1951.
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Grunau Baby, EC-MEO, Escuela de Vuelo sin Motor (ëkola
bezmotorového létâni , Monflorite, Spanèlsko 1962. Tento
vëtroi pieletèl na letiété Sevilla - Tablada v ëervnu 1962 slavnÿ
épanëlskÿ plachtai Sebastian Almagro Canstellanos
(dvojnâsobnÿ mistr svëta v akrobacii na vètronich a majitel
letecké spoleënosti FAASA).

Grunau Baby, EC-MEO, Escuela de Vuelo sin Motor (Gliding
School), Monflorite, Spain, 1962. This aircraft was flown over to
Sevilla - Tablada airfield in June 1962 by Sebastian Almagro
Canstellanos, a famous Spanish glider pilot, two-time world
champion in glider aerobatics and the owner of FAASAAviation
company.
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