For Hobby Boss 1/48 A-6E TRAM Intruder

INTRUDER SANDBOX REDUX

USN/USMC A-6E Intruders in Libya & Desert Storm
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Operations Prairie Fire & El Dorado Canyon (1986)

VA-34 Blue Blasters
loadout charts for VA-55 Warhorses :
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Thanks to Craig Chewning, Anthony Fothergill, and plane captains Peter Golcher, Mark Trail, & Morgan Williams for B

ig C
providing information and photos of ir" Intruders, and also to lim Rotramel for the detailed Libyan loadout information.
decails MARKING & CAMOUFLAGE NOTES
Itis recommended to test an unnesded decal against the painted grey color used for the model to ensure the decals do not “disappear” on the painted model. For
2ll schemes refer to individual illustrations for details regarding each specific aireraft.

Al aireraft have the standard Nawy low visibility Tactical Paint Sehemae (TPS] eamoauflage consisting of FS36320 ovar FS36375, Upper surfaces are shown as FS16320
but may also have had areas of FS36375. Eventhough the scheme Hlustrations all show a hard demarcation line betwean the . in reality this was soft edged and in
majority of cases the difference between the colors could not be easily detected. Due to continued service [wear, stains, etr.i and effects of weathering [sun, salt

environment, etc.) and changing lighting conditions, the varied considerably even between aircraft within the same squadron and time period. The variations
waere also exacerbated by iocal corrasion eantral p by the sguadrons that touched up areas as required with fresh paint and this could also be performed

usinga different grey. Inaddition, the fresh paint would also have a d nt color appearance from the surrounding weathered paint. Asa result, the alrcraft took on
avery patchy appearance of various shade of colors.

Anote onairframe data/stencils...

Forthe Lib\ﬁ: strike options, engine intakefexhaust and crew rescue markings were applied in varicus styles and colors between alrcraft sven in the same squadron.
The extensive smaller A6 | er airframe data/stencils most likely rﬁ;fresent but those apparent are anly visible primarily in extreme close-up phot phs. All
aircraft were extensively "blotchy " with significant weathering /fading and corrasion controd {paint) touch ups that also concealed most of the smaller stencils.

For the Desert Starm schemes, no airframe data/stencil was applied to the VMA{AW)-533 aircraft, and similarly data stenciling alse does not appear 1o have been
applied tothe YA-35 gircraft (very few exceptions apply for A4-501, as noted indescription),
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CREW BOARDING LADDER TRAM TURRET
VR34, WA-35, VA-5S, & WA-BS VA-34, VB-55, & WA-BS

(Mot applicable to WMALRW)-531) [MHat & ta z X :
VA-35 & 53]
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‘ {inside surface of
upaer wing brake anly}
NOSE LANDING GEAR MAIN LANDING GEAR
WINGTIP SPEED BRAKE [Left gear shown, righ similar]

{Left wing brake shown, right wing brake same)

Walkway patterns shown are typlcal - many variations existed
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VA-34
AB-502

(AB-513 similar) |
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v AK-503
[AK-507 similar)

AA-501
(AA-505 similar)

VMA(AW)-533 11
ED-403

AA-501[) AR505 (2023
(ED-410 simllar} fior as shown for A&-505]) wowns A0 Adecols. com




The profile illustrotions attempt to depict the applicoble markings, antennas, 4B-022
and girfrume configurations for each specific aircraft, Alsa refer to the other
y Instruction pages for overhead views and the insert sheet for configuration details.
ecals

VA-34 BLUE BLASTERS The Biue Blasters tail insignia and AB airwing eodes

AB-502 (155402) - USS America appeared black but may have been dark grey.
Operation £l Dorado Canyon LAprl 1986} AB-502 had a white TRAM turret.

Although VA-34 aircraft divectly participsted in both
AB-513 (161677) - USS America Operadon Prairle Fire and Operation El Dorade

Canyon, AB-502 and AB-513 specifically were from the
latter |refer to loadout insert sheet).

An optional style corvette/boat marking,
possibly before April strikes? B/N names
changed during 1985-86 cruise: although
LCDR Godlewski's name was an AK-503 {lzte
1985 to...7), the full mission markings were
paired with ¥0 COR Chewning's name an
AK-503; rather than his name still on {typical
KO's) AK-502, as it was inat least 1935,

VA-55 WARHORSES
AK-503 (1615676) - USS Coral Sea
Operation Prairie Fire (March 1986) &
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AK-507 (152642) - USS Coral Sea e
Cperation El Dorado Canyon (April [9864) B

E —- 7 Mose . AK-507 had one unchamfared comer
g p— = s 5 B ewHalmets  ON the "S5 on atleast the right side
Left LEDR BREGE WEBER  RIgHt LT T LABRALE < | ™ sl )

{provided as a decal option),

Allkill/mission markings were mirrored on right sides [aircraft continued to carry the markings well In 1986). Both AK-503 and AK-507 had fisk curtain rods instalied inside
the canopy. Antd-erosion tape was applied to all leading edges (appeared as an ochre color]. Mote the small grey A-GE marking immediately ashead of the fuselage national
insignia. Also note that the DANGER - JET INTAKE and RESCUE markings differed onboth aircraft. AK-507 had 2 white TRAM turret and had no P/C name on the gear doar,

AK-503 directly participated in both Operations Prairie Fire and El Dorado Canyon missions, while AE-507 only Operation £l Dorado Canyon (refer to loadout insert sheet).

Altheugh profiles show a centerline fuel tank, both AK-503 and AK-507 casried 3 D704 buddy ped during the Mk.82 (HDY PR Wt T
Libyan missions {refer to loadeut insert sheet). The ordnance department created several custom stencils o .
spray paint various Libya/Khadafy related phrases on the bombs, Four of these are provided as decals for the 3 [ il
VA-55 k.82 High Drag (HD) (snake-2ye) bombs: LIBYA BOUND, KHADAFY BUSTERS, KHADAFY Kiss My I .

GRITS, and I'D FLY TEN THOUSAND MILES TO SMOKE A CAMEL jthey are |ocated around the national CHU-55 APAM
insignias on the decal sheet], Additionally, crewmen then added their own personal handwritten graffiti to " EENIIIR (°rti-Personnal/Ant: Materisi)
the bombs by the tirme the bombs made their way to the flight deck and were loaded on the aircraft. These [Patitning ol o bath eg]
handwritten markings abvioushy varissd considerably in content and appearance.
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and airframe configurations for each specific aircraft. Also refer fo the other
instruction pages for overhead views and the Inzert sheet for configurotion details.

85 BLAC! LED AK-501 directly participated In Operation Pralrie Fire and was
-=al ‘?; Magj;ﬁ f& nmﬂ% credited with the sinking of a Libyan Nanuchka class corvette

: with an AGM-84 Harpoon (refer to loadout insert sheet]. Mote
Bration Proirie Fire (March 1984) flak curtain rods installed inside the canopy. Ant-erosion tape
wiass applied to all leading edges |appeared as an achre calar),

E The profile Hlustrations uﬂernfgﬁn depict the applicable markings, antennas, 48-022

Mission markings were inifially applied approxdimately two weeks Into the air
BLACK PANTHERS carmpaign and were then updated regularly, Crew names were changed by the

: | [I5566&1) - USS Saratoga time VA-35 returned home to the US_ Aireraft were night vision upgraded and had

n Desert Storm (1991) agreenfight. Maote the small Bubo 155661 nezr the national Insignla
and also the wilhook waming arrow further aft. Also
= note the red stabilator angle indicatar markings,

;fE,;'::

Alternative Fuel Tank Markings

2 "?"'_5&, (T
il o

{152953) - USS Saratoga
pn Desert Storm (1991)

Crewr names shown were those applied during
Maz2  Desert Storm, Mete forward location of USS
il : pes’  SARATOGA, NAVY, and national insignia {apphy
s - slime light ontop of NAVY].

AR Right Les kr am

mm'ﬂ:! HAWIKS The large bomb tally number and misskan markings
m&lﬁlﬁﬁ'ﬂ = Shaikh Isa Air Base, Bahrain onthe radomes were applied fallowing Desert Starm
Desert Storm (1991 - do mot wse if representing aircraft during combat
: ) aperations. Notethey were applied at an anghe,

: 2 = Both ED-403 and ED-410 had flak curtain rods
410 (154158) - Shaikh Isa Air Base, Bahrain o004 jnside the canopy. Note the DANGER - JET

=rafion Desert Storm (1991) INTAKE, RESCUE, and exhaust DANGER markings
- . ) differed onboth aircraft,
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Special thanks to Jim Rotramel for the detailed aircraft and loadout information.

Check out his new book - Operation Eldorado Canyon: The 1986 US Bormbing Raid on Libya

VA-34

AB-505
(161679)
AB-507
(161667)

(161676)

VA-85
AA-501
{161685)

VA-34
AB-500
(161231}
AB-511
(152599)

AB-502
(155602
AB-503
{155651)
AB-512
{155718)
AB-513
{161677)

nfa

(Pylon Cinby)

AlNM-SM x1
{on LAL-T Rail)

Aero 1D
(300 Gallon
Fuel Tank)

MER
Mk 20x 2
(2% Lower)

Mk.20

AGM-BAD

Aero 100
(300 Gallon
Fuel Tank)

0704 ARS
{Refueling Pad)

Aera 1D
(300 Gallon
Fuel Tank)

AGM-84C

ME.20

MER
Mk 20 % 2
{1x Front

Lower &
1x Rear
Outhoard)

(Pylon Only)

A9 x1
[on LAL-T Rail)

Agro 10
(300 Gallon
Fuel Tank)

Operation El Dorado Canyon — Benghazi, Libya (15 April 1986)

MER
Mk.83 HD

(MAL-S1) % 2
(1% Framt
Outhoard &
1x Rear Lower)

MER
MK 32 HD x 4
(2% Qutboard &
2w Lower)

MER
Mk.B3 HD
(MAU-91) x 2
{1x Front
Outhoard &
1x Reor Lower)

MER
Mk.EZ HD % 4
{2x Outboard &
2x Lower)

Aero 1D
1300 Gallon
Fuel Tank)

Aero 10
(300 Gallon
Fuel Tank)

MER
k.83 HD
(MAL-91)x 2
{1x Front
Cuthoard &
1x Rear Lower)

MER
MkEZHD x 4
(2% Outboord &
2x Lower)

MER
Mk.B3 HD
(MAL-91) x 2
{1x Front
Outboard &
1x Rear Lower)

MER
Mk.B2 HD x 4
{2x Outhoard &
2x Lower)

Operation El Dorado Canyon — Benina Airfield, Libya (15 April 1986)

VA-55
AK-500
(181675)
AK-502
[161681)
AK-503
(161676)
AK-512
(161084)
AK-513
[161106)
AK-5xx
[BuMaTt}

AK-507
(152642}

AK-511
(1494955)
*pre-ipunch
mission abort

MER
CBU-59 x4
(2x Outhoord &
2x Lower)

MER
MLE2HD x4
{2x Outhoard &
2% Lower]
MER
Mk.B2 HD x 4
{2x Outboord &
2x Lower)

MER
CBU-59 %3
(2% Lower &

1x Rear
Outhoard)

MER
Mk B2 HD % 4
{2x Outboord &
2% Lower)
MER
Mk.B2 HD x 4
(2% Quthoord &
2x Lower)

D704 ARS
[Refueling Pod)

D04 ARS
{Refueling Pod)

Aero 10
(300 Gallon
Fuel Tank}

MER
CBU-59x3
(&x Lower &

1x Rear
Outhoord)]

MER
MkB2HDx 4
{Zx Cuthoard &
2x Lower)
MER
MWk.82 HD x 4
(2% Outboard &
2% Lower)

MER
CBU-39 x4
{Zx Outhoord &
2% Lower)

MER
MkB2HD x 4
{2x Quthoord &
2% Lower)
MER
MkB2HD x4
{2x Outboard &
2x Lower)
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