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Thaiwuhwmwhfdwwm We e 1o bring wou infenesting and offbeat subects. so if you Like this
on bt s kenow what wmuiﬂ And il you have in your possession. or know where 1o gel. good reference materal
on cool and interestng we are abwarys inlerested. Free decals swadl those whose reference malerial gets used for decal
bl

ﬁ!l‘l&l‘il Notes:

Abter years of waling, the FA-SC. which has consisbently ranioed at the top of modeler s wish bt has FINALLY come 1o 1148
[t Jorm: thanks o Direwousty we wanled o concentrate on subjects that had a story - the hallmark of whal we &
here For the Vigilante, that s both easy and hard. It performssd one of Bhe most dangerous masons of the Vietnam war - Bemb:
Durnage Asseament. Thes meand that the air delences ancund the trgel would stready be on full alerl. In fact. mﬂ-rm-g
ar detences figured cul that a BOA fight folicwed & strike. they stayed ready waiting for it Cormaguently the RA
suflered. proportionatety th highes! loss rale of amy UISN type imwobved in the Vietnarm war
WHWMHMmmHMMHﬂmmm “daitall” hwmmum
fen squadrons changed from deployment io While with some unils. the markings. and never changed
{RYAH-14 for examplel. in cihers, the markings were diferent for abmost every air wing they deployed by (RVAH-7 heatures at
beas! peeen dshincily dferent macungs varants] 50 v Pures haed o pick and choose
We recesvtad good suppon from the Viglanbe community. most significantty Bhrcugh “Boom” Powell - aulhor of the: excellent
mwmmwmmmw Hies book was used extensively i preparation of e

RA-5C Modeling Notes:
mwwmmanN~uww

LF.] IhmmluwmﬂmmﬂtWMMMHﬂmm

Late RA-SC The iof represents 3 15600 senes AA-5C 30 bttle will have 80 be modified in order B make 1o use the
markings for subjects sted as Late RA-5C° although we do recommend the Aines 118 Late style J-79 burmer cans 14 3
replacernent lor the kil parts

Black Bow alss supples an excelent cockpd et for the Trumpeter kil - CS4B004

Notes on Specific Aircraft:
1: RA-SC, BuNo 151615, RVAH-1, CVW-7, USS Independence, 16 October 1965

Comanche Tral 4017 i from the RA-5C s second-ever It veas 3bso on Bwes orusse that the then Brand rew A-4
deployed for the first time: Crw of the Indy joked St the Bactory tech reps
W1mhﬂhmnlﬂm&q nmmmm

mm This was seen very aaty in the RA-5C s e The partculsr sarcralt holds a wiamous spot
1765 the arera® was bt (by siher AAR or SA-2 i i unknown which) while
% sites near Hon Gay The erew eppcied salely Hivweevar, Both ware guackly picked up by kecal isherman and
151615 became the first RA-5C to be officially classified as "shol down * Wee've been in contact with “Duffy” in the
m-nhut and we thank him for his asssstance’
Colors: Standard Lught Gull Grary (F5 164400 over Gloss White (F5 17875, Being an early
WMEMGN “winy CoMDF demarcalion pafierm on the wings. and horizontal
Eeelow. Fadorme wars off-white/huff fibreglass. and the Lail cone appears o hurve been

* Exrty

Qnﬂﬁﬂmahs

* Earfy style ECM hom on left sade of ad cone -
* o IR lnescan Lairing on the canoe ' @
= g challflare Wenchers lorward of e maen gear wells -

2: RA-5C, BuNo 149297, RVAH-6, CVW-2, USS Ranger, Early 1968

Taedd Goal 701" flown by Car. C.C. Smith and L1 Jobn Calhoun holds a significant spol in the: history of Bhe Viglante, In sarty
1568, photographs taken from thes aircralt weens the first o show the exact locabon of the indarnous Hanos Hillon™ in downiown
Harcs Also nolable for Bhes crutse i that in Janaary of 1960 the Ranger and CVIW-11 took a break from the Torkon Gulf and
Feaded rorth in nesporse bo the Pueblo csis. Once the crsis passed RVAH- vitited the mamtenance tacility at NAS Asugi
and recerved the first inslallaton of e ANAAS-21 IR rugeng gear Afler thewr respde. they headed back i actan svwr
'ﬁ'h\linnlhrdt

Colors: Standard Light Gull Gray (F5 1540400 over [oss White (FS 17875 Radome was off-white/bul fibreglass. and the
tail cone appears Io have been natural metsl  Modex numbers wene probably in the mone or less standard locatons. on e
flaps

Earty

. shyie ntakes

= Shon J-79 normies

= Earty style ECM horm on lef sde of Wl cone

& [ e Maaring on the canoe iLale n B crune)

= ChaflTare Liunchers forwand of the maim gear wells (aiso probably Late in the crusel

3: IIH(. IIIIII‘HH’I! RVAH-6, USS Constellation, late 1966
RVAH-4, along with 3 partcpated o he camouflage trals of 1984 Thet was a shudy o Iry and neduce the aeral

vesibsisty of the aircraf hmuhm and in an additonal efiort fo reduce aerial visibdity. nabonal inssgra size
wars. recoond. BuNo and modes nambers wene reduced in size and no squadnon insignia were applied Three schemes were
tested on all number of USH hypes - one & basac all over drab green. the second a bwo-lone drab green and grary scheme and
tha third. iFat wedl kindwn Three-tone Southeast Asia schems that the USAF was fying. The RA-5C community featured twe of the
theee est schemes with RVAH-6 testing the two=lone schem and FVAH-13 lesting the SEA scheme. it was determined that not
only wirs Pere 2 Lgndicant wesght penally asscoabed with the Camouflage e Berefit of reduced serial wssbilty was nol worth
I eosl - the threat over Vietnam was not from above - enemsy MIGS. bul rather froem below rom SAMS and ABA. The triats and
Ay aftermpd ol camoulage were dropped during 1557 alter the unes neburred from thesr crurses - Mircralt quickly neverted bo the
guil gray over white scheme. This particular arcraft s one of the we-tone subpects. yng with FIVIRH-4 duning their 1984 cruise
sbourd Connée. OF particular inlerest dunng 2 carl shot Lade in e crurs, Tﬂﬂuwwnwmlmhm
Lt fjgh Sheban, 1o quite a breery nide around the patiern! Forturabely for Mr, Stebvn the “convertable” Vigihante was ably landed
back aboard the Connie. no worse for the wear

Colors: & question’ The ane good color photo of thes awcraft is mconclusive. and official necords of the colors.
el lociung ol he sume pholo nlepnet B colors very diferentty and we ane not gaing 1o make
any ‘official provwincements W wall bedve the inberprelabon up ko you. We have shown it in colors spproximabing FS 3407%
mﬂmmMFSMINEHHHW The belly remained gloss whae The boftom of the
radome wird of-whie bull Bbregless. and the tai cone was. natural metal wilh the grey color on the upper and a8 end parts
memmnhmrmmmmhm

* Earty style ECM hom on left side of tail cone
* Mo IR inescan lainng on the cance
* No chafMlane launchers lorward of the main geasr wells

4: RA-5C BuNo 150831, RVAH-7, CWW-11, USS Kitty Hawk, 1972

Az beas) one reference says these F'I-lﬂI Mmmmkhlmmbw although we believe
thal the markings may hare parl wary through the marathon rere monih crurse. During this cruise. covenng cperation
Linebacker, FVAH-T few §10 sortes. shoobing a 504,320 rells of Sl

Colors: Slandard Light Gull Gray (F5 165400 over Gloss White (FS 178751, Radome was off-whate/bull fibreglass. and the
Ll coret weak Light Gull Gray Modex numnbers wene probably in the more o less standard locations on the laps

* Labe style nlakes

* Long J-T% nozries

* Earty style ECM hom o beft side of tad cone

* IR bnescan tunng on the cance

L M-‘l’llkmmdnmwm

5: RA-3C BuNo ‘liﬁ!'l RVAH-9, C(VW-8, USS Nimitz, 1976-17
“Hooter 817" represents AVAH
deploymnent in 177477, RVAH- immmmﬁeﬁmlm
Colors: Standard Light Gull Gray IF5 160400 over Gloss Wihae iF5 178751 mmmm and the Ll core was
Light Gull Gray Mnmm predaably i the mone of s standard locabons on e

* Lale siyle wiaies

= Long J-T9 narzies.

+ Earty style ECM hom o left side of tad cone

» I bnescan laring on the canoe

* Chafifure Lsunchers lonward of Bhe main gear wells.

6: RA-5(, BuNo 156614, II'H.IH1 ﬂ'H! USS Constellation, 1!?1—]!
Probably the only sharkomouthed Vigilaste Hﬂmwmw weould ke ‘ool to
p-iﬂ'-MnMrrﬂlmhwallM aliowed @ Unfortunatiely onby one aircralt - Glen Rock 8047 - was

6: (Continued
painted in this manner due fo the hagh ops lempo al the time. This wars the snly FVAH o recere the coveted Presidential Uint
Citation - thﬂrﬂmmm Alsa duresy this crurse. RVAH-11 becamne the first uni to photograph Haiphong harbor
26 achon resumad “up north” alter e 1948 bomibeng hatt

Colors: Standard Light Gull Geay (F5 160000 cver Gloss Whate IF5 1 TETS) mmmmm arvd the il core was
LI?‘I[E;:E’I‘[ Modex numbers were probably in the more or bess standand locations on the

* Late style intakes
* Long J-7¥ nozzles

+ Earty stybe ECM harm on beft side of bail cone

* IR braescan bairing on the canos

*+ ChafMare Liunchers forward of the main gear wlls

T: RA-5C, BuNo 147858 or 145157, RVAH-11, (VW-7,
USS Kitty Hawk, Late Summrf!aﬂ! Fall ‘l!ﬂ

This scraft o servce with the FVAH-11 Checkertails. feabiares the three tone Southedst ASa cameuflios pamerm fown
FWAH-13 guning the 1966 camouflage trials. The camouflage while nof that unusual. appbed to & RYAH-11 grcrat
wmmmmmm-ﬂcmﬂrnmm:mvmm,m-u deployed with CVW. 17 had
Io#! three of €5 aircral in the 1947 Forrestal fire. nwummwmm“m
mﬁmhmupulmwmmmnmmmm Dunrg this tnase Recoe-13
hwllldn-u.lmmll-d i dl-fabed - camouflage bnals the three-tone Southeast Asa scheme hhlt'l?ﬂﬂ'mll!lm

Back fo sea. this bme with CVIN-11 abaard e Fitty Harwk - But nesded aircralt. Joining the sams sirwansg
13 haed just departed, it s bely that the replacernent aecrafl wene from RVAH- 13, thus the wwsual appearance of
IHMHUI&HHWN”M We believe that the squadron markings were applied in the pre-cruise peniod white
thee Sqpadeiron wid irvvolved in work-ups. Since onty one photo of Bs aircral is known to exsl (uving been publahed in pust
Mmm -5C bitlel, we R fo do some conrecting of the dots. and canslul study of thus phate, b determmans S delais of
scheme The only detal that we could nol specifically identify s the Buna for the decrall. However afler reoreing
BLMBFMH'I'NAH““WAHHHHMM wee woere able 1o narTow down the chosces o bwo aincralt and
haret: privecied both wth this decal sel

Colors. LISAF Southeas! Asia cobers of FS 36079 34102 and 30219 The belly remaingd whity  Fadoms
m:mmmwtgauw-mmmmummmhmm above The tad
cont Wik mostly NMWIMNHMM& Hole the very Sohl wave pattern b the Lpger lower
camoulaloe demarcat

Earty style wiiskes

3 e

oEu-;n,uEmhummhﬂpﬁnfulm

* Mo M inescan tanng on the canoe

* o chaltflare Launchers forward of the main gear wells

8: lllS{.lullll 156640, RVAK-12, C(VW-14, USS Enterprise, 1975

RVAH- 12 aboard the Enterprise was the only Viglante und present when fell in the spring of 1575, As the American
Revplution Beoevilennial celebratens wene approacheng. Recce-12 had Bhwir aircrall i this siniking red. white. and
blue scheme. including patriots: erew name biocks and riake outlings Tips 805 teatuned e blue radome, while her
squatron mabes Tips 6017 and Tips 803 featured red and while radomes respecisely

Colors. Stmdard Laght Gull Geay (FS 160400 over Gloss. Whate (FS 170751 Radome was brighl maedam blue (match b3
decall. and the sl coree was ratural metal Modes numbers wene probably in the mane or less standard locations on the Raps

* Late style intakes

* Long J-T9 nozzies.

* Late style ECM hom on beft side of tail cone

* IR linerscan faaring on the cance

* ChaflMare Lunchers lorwaed of the masn gear wells

9: III-H. BuNo 151627, RVAH-13, CVW-11, USS Kitty Hawk, 9 March 1967
of Flnt Rever 4057 wummwﬂthMnadwm Then Ltijgl
WdewlMdmﬂmuhmnwwm
clmimes that M s the ONLY runal swistor 0 be captured in North Vistraem, and subssquenty escape The methad of his escioe i
il by wharl rruskoes thes slory inlenesting it s B source of gusbe a lol of controversy None of the published reports that we v
read agrees in all the detals
[Because the C0 s RAN had lo go home on lerve. Cdr Putnam selecied Liig) Iwhg normally s
with LU Cdr. Al Wattayh o fly the fabeful mission of March #th with him.  The méssion for thal aflerncen was coastal
reconnaissance. Cor Putnam wviclabed rules for B mission profile in order to attain the required objectives by ignoning e
normal J000-5000 A alttude profile. He ew 21 3 scant 350 feet. and less than 3 guarter mile off the beach. Hit by small arms
firw near Long Chau_ the airerall began to bumm, and Cdr. Putrum intiated sjection for both crew membsrs
Hewe is where the feports begin 1o dwerge. Cor Pulnam = officially listed as MIA - some scurces claim ihal he dedn
mhqm while crews in escom srcrall reported m;mmwmhm [Escort mreraf also
reported shserang twa fully deployed parachubes. - Later “incigincus” reports inckcale the remaing of an Amencan piol
were descovened in (he vty and tme frame that comelate with this inodent.  Cor Putnam was nol with the group of 591
Arnencand releated o the end of the war, but finally i | 782 his rernaing were descovened and returned 1o the USA.
mmuwnmmmmnmmmmmmunwmmwﬂ
e beach mwmmwwum
um

BLENDE - SN SOUME

wias alse caemying & “hold-cul” pstal
wither & 22 or 25 (details varyl ulomate: in his parachule riggng.  He quickly pulled the hold-out gun Bnd that the solteer
mmmmm 'What het also knew thal the offer soldier did nol wans thal the 35 was partully emply - again delads

MMMMHNWMWMMMMMMHMMmM
thﬂdmhmmhmm In wither case. when the second soldeer reacted and tred fo shoot Prendengast
Pt wrat Lol with ondly a click as the 38 tred o fire an empty chamber

mﬂrwmmmwwnhﬂimhmm
incredibly daning event, one for which Prendergast was swarted the Navy Cress

LU over Gloss White FS 1TE7S1.  Radome was bright medsum blus imaich bo
decall and the Lad cone was natural metal %mmmnhmnrmsm locations on the laps

= Early style intakes
= Shert J-7¥ noczies
* Earty style ECM horm on left sade of tail cone

1. Wings of Fame. Vol 15, North Amsencan Rociowell AL (A-51 Vigilarse "

by Hil

1 Aerolux Mersgraph 9. "North Amencan Rockwell ALUA-5 Viglanke
By Mschae] Geowve and Lay Mitler

3 Scabe Aarcrafl Modelling, Vol & No. 1, Oclober 1981 y

& RA-5C Vigilanie Linits In Combat. Osprey Combat Aircralt 81, &
by Riobert B "Boom” Powell 2004 :
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