Bf 109F

ROYAL CLAg

intro

Mo other aircraft of the German Luftwaffe is so intimately connected with itz rise and fall in the course of the Second World War than the Messerschmitt Bf 100,
This type, by whese evolution outlived the era in which it was conceptualized, bore the brunt of Luftwaffe duties from the opening battles of Nazi Germany
through to her final downfall, The history of the aircraft begins during 1834-35, when the Reich Ministry of Aviation farmulaled a requirement for the development
of & single-engined monoplane fighter. Proposals were submitted by Arado, Heinkel, Focke-Wulf and Bayerische Flugzeugwerke. The last mentioned firm
featured a technical director named Professor Willy Messerschmitt, who was riding a wave of popularity based on the success of his recent liason aircraft, the
Bf 108, His gual was to conceive of an aircraft with the best possible performance for the specified weight, size, and aerodynamic qualities. Qver the subsequent
manths, several prototypes were built that served first and foremast in development flights and further modifications. The aircraft was relatively small, and
compared 1o the pravailing trends of the time, docile with revolutionary features such as low wing design, the use of a retractable landing gear, a wing with a very
narrow profile, wing slats, landing flaps, weapeons firing through the prop hub, and so on. Even the enclosed cockpit and the method of construction were nol
very common just four years prior to the beginning of the Second World War. At its concaplion, the Bf 109 was a very promising assel despite some powerplant
troubles. These were solved by the introduction of the DB 601, This engine, together with its extrapolated development DB 605, is umbilically connecled Lo the
types success. These two-row, twelve cylinder inverted V engines powered several tens of thousands of 109s inover 25 versions and variants.

The first combat use was by three developmental Bf 1093 in Ihe Spanish Civil War, where they were delivered in December 1936. The pre-series aifframes
were to, first of all, validate the aircrafl's abilities in modern aerial combat. Shorly thereafter, production machines in the form of the Bf 1098-1 began to reach
2.4.88, the Legion Condor. The desire of Germany to demonstrate her aerial prowess to potential foes was advanced further ininternational sport meats. The
tiumphs attained in Zurich in the summer of 1937 were complemented sevaral months later by grabbing the speed record of §10.95 kph. In very short order, the
progressive developments represented by the C, D and E versions appeared. Despite this, the delivery of the types to combat units did not sustain a rate that
was desired by military brass. Even by August 1936, the Bf 109 accounted for less than half of the 543 front line fighters in service. The later months saw
an increase in these rates, By the time of the invasion of Poland {which saw the participation of only a little maore than 200 aircraft) the Luftwaffe possessed the
best fighter produced in continental Europe. With both 2 qualitative and quantitative advantage, the fighter wing of the Luftwaffe entered the Polish campaign,
the first defenses of the Fatherland, Blitzkrieg against the West, and the Battle for France. With ons foot in the door that was the English Channel, the Luftwaffe
embarked on the attacks on Britzin in the summer months of 1940. Here, the first weakness of the Bf 108 was revealad: the inability fo camy drop tanks that
would have enabled the type to effectively escort bormbers to England. This was one of the factors that made the defeat of the Luftwaffe in the Battle of Britain
possible. Experiences gained in 1940 led to the development of the 'F' version prior to the spring of 1941. The elegance of the Bf 109 crested with the "Friedrich’.
Following a largely defensive stance over the Channel and northern France, the Bf 109F took on a more offensive role in Operation Barbarossa in Lhe east, and
in northern Africa. In later duties with the "Jagdwaffe’ during the second phase of the war in the east, and in the 'Defenze of the Reich’ from 1943 to 1845 the
Bf 109 served in the form of the "G’ version, followed by the 'K'. Even if by the end of the war it was clear that the development of the Bf 109 was exhausted, during
its combiat career, the type was able lo kesp pace with the foes that it encountered, Besides its primary function as fighter, the Bf 109 also appeared as a fightar-
bomber, reconnaissance platform, night fighter, trainer and rammjager.

The disappearance of the Bf 109 from the skies over Europe was not spelled out by the end of the war. Several exa miples were in Swiss service up to 1849,
and many flew in the air force of Czechoslovakia in both original form with a DB 605 powerplant and as aircraft built out of necessity with surplus Juma 211s_ The
latter type also served as the first fighter to fight for the independence of the newly formed state of Israel. Finland retired the type as recently as 1954, and Spain
didn't refire its HA-1108-1112, re-engined Bf 108s, until 1967, The legendary low-wing fighter of Professor Willy Messerschmill survived the state that
developedit.

uvodem

Zadny jing stroj némecke Luftwaffe nenl vjrazniji spojen s jejim vzestupem a padem ve 2, svitové valce, neZ stihacl Messerschmitt Bf 109, Letoun, kiery
svou koncepci virazné pfedbéhl dobu, ve které vznikal, se stal tahounem stihaciho letectva od prvnich vileénych konflikid nacistického Némecka, aZ do jeho
hofkého konce, Historie letounu se zagind v obdabi let 1934-35, kdy Rigské ministarstvo letectvi formulovalo specifikace zakazky na vyvoj jednomotorove
jednoplosné stinacky. Projekiu se zidastnily firmy Arado, Heinkel, Focke-Wulf 2 Bayerische Flugreugwerke, V posledni jmenované plsobil na postu
technického feditele profesor Willy Messerschmill, jehoz popularita se nesla na ving ispéchu nedavno dokenéeného kuryrnibg Bf 108, Jeho cilem bylo vytvofit
letoun 5 co nejvétSim pomérem vikonu k celkové hmotnosti, velikosti a aerodynamickym viastnostem, prubéhu nasledujicich mésich veaikle nékaolik
prototypd, kierd sloudily zejména ke zkoudkam a daldimu vivoji. Letoun byl pomérmé maly, oproti stavajicim zvyklostem relativié jemny, s revolu@nimi
konstruk&nimi prvky jako byla dolnokfidia koncepee, poufit zatahovacihe podvozku, kiidle = velmi Stihlyrmn profilem, pohyblivé sloty, vetlakové klapky, zhrang
strilejici osou vriule, atd,

Dokonce uzaviratelny pfekryt kabiny nebo skofepinova konstrukee nebyly Styfi roky pfed zadatkem 2, svitovd valky tak obvyklym jevem, jak by se z dnesniho
pofledu mohlo 2dat. Bf 102 byl ji2 od poéatku svého vivoje, | pres problémy s pohonnou jednotkou, velmi nadéjnym projektem. Problémy s pohonem wyiedila
ai zastavba motoru DB 601, Ten je spolu s pozdéjsim DB 605 neadmyslitelné spojen = dspéchy BF 109, Radowy invertni dvanactiviles do pohanél nékolik
desitek tisic vyprodukovanych _stodevitek” ve vice net 25 verzich a variantdch. K prvnimu Bojovému nasazeni i zkugebnich kusd Bf 100 doélo za obianske
valky ve Spanélsku, kam byly odeslany v prosinci 1936, Stroje x predsérove vyroby mély pfedeviim ukdzat schopnost letounu v moderni letecks valcs,
Nasledné se do bejoveho nasazeni u 2./0.88 Legion Condor zadaly dostavat i sériové stroje varianty Bf 109B-1. Snaze Némecka ukazovat svou leteckou silu
potenciglinim profivaikim napemahala | sportovni kani. Triumf letound Bf 109 na leteckeém mitinku v Curychu v 1648 1937 byl dopln@n o niskolik mésico pozd&j
ustanovenim rychlosiniho rekordu 810,95 kmih. Vi velmi kratkych £asovych dsecich nésledovaly verze C, D a E. Pfesto viak dopliovani novych strojd k
bojovym dtvarim nepokradovale termpem, ktery by si veleni mohlo piat, Je$lé v smpnu roku 1938 tvofila wzbroj letouny Bf 109 méné ned podoving 2 643 slihadd
prvni finie. Cwviem béhem nasledujicich mésicd roku se tempo dodavek k bojovym Gtvarim zrychlilo,  okamzZik piepadeni Polska {kterého se viak zicastnilo
jen o malo vice nez dvé sté Bf 108 tak Luftwalfe disponovala zajisté nejlepsi stihackou, jaka byla v kontinentéini Evropé vyrobena. S technickow i mnogstevni
prevahou tak stihaci éast Luftwaffe absolvovala polskou kampan, prvni obranu Vatedandu, Blitzkrieg proti zapadu i bitvu & Franci, 5 jednou nohou vykrodenou
pfes kanal La Manche zahdjila Luftwaffe v letnich mésicich roku 1840 dtoky na Britanii. V tu dobu se myj. projevl jeden vazny nedostatek Bf 109 - nepfipravenost
konstrukce stroje na neseni plidavné nadrZe, klerd by zvydila dolet letounu pfi doprovodu bombardend nad Britanii. Tato zdanlive malickost byla jednim
z faktorl, kieré zapfiginily pordZku Luftwaffe v Bitvé o Britdnil. ZkuSenosti z bojd v r. 1940 napomohly pii wyvoii verze F, klerd se zadala
k bojovym Utvarim dostavat béhem pledjafl 1941, Elegance Bf 109 u Friedricha” dosdhla vreholu, Pe bojich nad Kanglem a sevemi Francii, apide jiE
defenziviiho charakieru, se Bf 109F zapajily i do Utoénych akei, a to zejména pii operaci Barbarossa na wyehodé neba v sevemni Africe. Do pozd&jgich akold
Jagdwaffe ve druhé f4zi valky na vichodd i do obrany Ride v letech 1943 - 1945 se zapojovaly pfedsviim Bf 108 verze G a v posladnich mésicich valky pak laksg
verze K, Atkoli na koncl valky byl jasné, & koncepce letounu Bf 109 se po deseti letech sluZby dostala na hranici mo#nasti, po celou dobu své bojove Ginnosti
dokazaly jednotlive varianty driet krok se swjmi stihacimi protivnily. Kromé svého priorilnine uréeni stihaciho letounu se Bf 103 abjevily | v rolich stihaci-
bombardovaci, prizkumna, noni stihaci, palubni stihaci, cvitné nebo jako rammisger.

MNebe se pro Bf 109 nezavielo ani po skondeni valky. Mekolik strojd sloufile a% do roku 1949 ve Swcarsku, mnohé I&taly v balkanskych zemich,
vosvobozenam Ceskoslovensku, a to jak v pdvodni podobé s motory DB 605, tak v prestavéns variantd s miotary Jumo 211, Zejmena tylo slroje pozdaji tvofily
zaklad letectva braniciho svobodu nové budovanéhs statu lzrael. Finsko zrudilo B 109 a% v roce 1954 a Spanélskao opustilo své HA-1109 a 1112 dokonce

ad vroce 1967, RO014 - MAVT
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A Bf 109F-1, Obstit. Werner Mélders, Stab JG 51, Krefeld, Germany, June 1941

Wemer Molders, commonly nicknamed "Vati' (Daddy), became an ace already during the Spanish Civil War. He was the first to reach the magical number |
of ene hundred kills, and was there for the erigins of the four finger formation’. During the eary phases of the war, when his kills were quickly accumulating, |
he became a favourite of the Third Reich propaganda machine, During his career, he was awarded the Knight's Cross with Oak Leaves, Swords and
Diamands. Due to Nazi leadership concems over his possible capture, or death, he was appointed Fighter Inspector and was rermoved from Eastern Front
service. His life ended on Movember 22, 1941 ina crash of an He 111, in which he was a passenger, in a storm. He was on his way to the funeral of Ernst Udet.
His tally ended at 115 kills. The illustrated aircraft was fliown by Werner Malders in the summer of 1841 duri ng & downtime as the unit prepared for Opearation
| Barbarossa (the attack on the Soviet Union). The aircraft camed a camo scheme from the first half of 1941, when the lop surfaces were sprayed RLM 71/02,
i and the lowers in RLM 65. The engine cowl sports the unitmarking of JG 51, and the rudder displays the pilol's soore.
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Bf 109F-2, W. Nr. 6601, Lt. Detlev Rohwer, Stab 1./ JG 3, Byelaya Tserkoyv, Soviet Union,

< August 1941

Rohwer's fighter pilot career started during the Battie of France, in which he taok part as a member of |/JG 3. He served in the ranks of JG 3 throughout the
entire war. He was several times shot down and was several imes severely wounded, but he always recovered and carried on flying, Except for when his
career, and ulimately his life, ended on March 29th, 1944, when his Bf 109G-6 was hit by defensive fire from a B-17. He had to set down, and P-38s in the area
were bent on finishing him off. During their attack, Rohwer was seriously wounded. His lower limbs had to be amputated, but he nevertheless succumbed
to his injuries the next day. He shot down a total of 38 enemy aircraft, and was swarded the Knight's Cross. The illustrated aircraft was flown by Detlev Rohwer
during the summer of 1942, The wing camouflage was made up of RLM 70/02 while the fuselage had already been sprayed in RLM 74/75, The sides of the
fuselage were covered by ireqular snakes of RLM 70, The aircraft markings were supplemented by the typical yellow quick identification aids camied
by aircraft serving in the East, a fuselage band, wingtips and engine cowl. The side of the cowl sports the Tatzetwurm. the unit marking of LAJG 3 and Rohwer's
personal emblem of the Gétz von Berichingan knight below the cockpit. The left side probably camied the Coat of Arms of the City of Frankfurt on the Mohanen
(the hometown of L/JG 3's CO, Hans von Hahn), or of the City of Kigl, the hometown of Detley Rohwer.
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C Bf 109F-2, W. Nr. 6720, Obit. Egon Mayer, 7./ JG 2, France, September 1941

Egon Mayer fought the entire Second World War as a member of the famous JG 2. He began his career as a fighter pilot at the end of 1939 in the Battle
of France, continued in the Batile of Britain, and later over occupied France until March 2nd, 1944, when it was ended by pilots of the 358th F5 in P47
Thunderbolts, that shot him down while on an escort mission near Montmedy in France. Over the course of 353 combat flights, he downed 102 aircrafl, all over
the Western front. He posthumously awarded the Knight's Cross with Ozk Leaves and Swords. The depicted aircraft was flown by Mayer over the second half
of 1841 during the defence of occupied French temitory against Brifish pilols. This 'F was painted in RLIM 74/75/76, typical for Luftwaffe fighters of the time.

| HE HEA  [HEa HEH | B9 T4 52 75 aF+a8 7101
Gar Ci6 037 36 F — = — -k v

Haia
C1id

- 7101
a7+88 71 5

- ——— i ' | CESHOU VERZI TEXTU MALEZNETE NA,
I | bt e LU ES Tl e B W ST T I 8

12

TN BEEEN

] e 1T
RLMT6 o7




Bf 109F-2, W. Nr. 8117, Maj. Giinther Liitzow, Stab JG 3, Schatalowka, Soviet Union,

October 1941

Ginther Franzl' Litzow began his service career in the skies over Spain when, serving in the Legion Condor, he dewned five enemy aircraft during the Civil |
War. His combat victories mounted over the course of the Second Warld War while serving in the ranks of JG 3, JG 51 and JV 44. He ended up with a total
of 110, gained over more than 300 combat flights. His life was ended by Thunderbolts of the 365th FG. The P-47 jocks shot down the Me 282 flown by Litzow,
and his damaged Schwalbe crashed into the Danube. For his service, Litzow was awarded the Knight's Cross with Oak Leaves and Swords, This aircralt,
wearing the standard scheme composed of RLM T475/76 with Geschwader CO markings, was flown by Ginther Litzow in the initial phases of the war
against the Soviets. The camouflage scheme was supplemented by the usual quick recognition markings carried on the Eastern Front - the yellow rudder,
fuselage band, winglips and engine cowd.
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Bf 109F-2, W. Nr. 7186, Oblt. Hans-Ekkehard Bob, 9. JG/54, Siverskaya, Soviet Union,

December 1941

! Hans Ekkehard joined the Luftwaffe in 1536 and served up to the end of the war, He ended the war as a member of Jagdverband 44, units eguipped with the
Me 262 Schwalbe. Cver the course of some 700 sorties, he shot down sixty enemy aircraft, and was awarded the Knight's Cross. After the war, he first worked
on afarm, afterewhich he formed his own transporation company, and in 1956 he formed the world-famous firm BOMAG. He flew the ilustrated aircraftin the
winter of 1941/42 in the northern seclion of the Russian Front, where in an effort to batter mask their aireraft when on the ground, support personnel sprayed
thern in & washable white paint on the upper surfaces. The aircraft carries the typical identifiers carred on the Eastern Front - a yellow fuselage band and
yellow wingtips.
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F Bf 109F-4, W. Nr. 13376, Hptm. Heinz Bar, Stab L./ JG 77, Comiso, Sicily, July 1942

Heinz "Pritzl' Bar was one of the Luftwaffe fighter pilots that fought on all of the main battle fronts of the Second World War. He took part in over a thousand
combat sorties, claiming 220 kills. He himself was shol down on 18 occasions, and for his accomplishments, he was awarded the Knight's Cross with Oak
Leaves and Swords. After the war, he continued flying as a test pilol of sport aircraft, and was killed on April 28, 1857 during a rouline llight in an LF-1
Zaunkfinig. He flew the illustrated aircraft as the CO of 1L/AJG 77 over the Mediterranean, The aircraft camied a classic Lultwaffe scheme comprised of RLIM
TATSETE, The factory radio codes were oversprayed in a dark colour, probably RLM 70. The white fuselage band identified aircraft fighting on the Southam
i front
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surfaces, which was an identification marker of sircraft serving on the Eastern Front.
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Bf 109F-4, W. Nr. 13744, Obit. Johannes Steinhoff, Stab ll./ JG 52, Klin, Soviet Union,

December 1941

Johannes 'Macky” Steinhoff was one of not many German Second World War pilots that served from the very beginning of the conflict and survived the war, |
Ower the oourse of the war, he claimed a total of 176 victories and was awarded the Knight's Cross with Oak Leaves and Swords. After the war, he served in [he
resurrected Luftwaife and later became its commander. Later, he would go on o lead all of the allied air assets in central Europe, Chief of Staff of the Luftwaffe
and subsequently NATO Chairman. He died of complications brought on by a heart attack on February 21st, 1924. The camouflage scheme of this aircralt
used by the COof ILAJG 52, "Macky' Steinhoff, in the freering cold Russian winter was composed of ELM 74/75/76. The Eastern Front recogniticn markings
made up of the yellow fuselage band and wing tips are carried.
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| Bf109F-4/Trop, W.Nr. 7420, Uffz. Andreas Kiihn, 9./ JG 27, Daba, Eqypt, November 1942

After the transfer of Lufiwaffe units to North Africa, its leadership was tasked with dealin
be capable of enjoying superiority over the Brilish. After provisional use of the Bf 105E, the
coolers, along with other modifications for service in the hot African climate. The aircraft were
surfaces were in a light blue, RLM T8. It was na different for this aircraft, flown by Andreas Kil
15th, 1942 near Alexandria, He is listed as MIA ever sinee,

g with the problem presented by finding fighters that would
Bf 109F-4 entered the arena with tropical air filters, larger oil |
camouflaged in RLM 79 on the upper surfaces, and the lower |
hin, who made a forced landing with a sick engine on October

HAT
Cis

(Hil} 38 Hea 60 53

Ha1d
i

a1

b H1 CESKOU VERZ| TEXTU NALEZMETE Ma,
97408 7 101 53 60 L‘.; moAnAl ol uard. cormd s RO0 T

- - |

38

21




J Bf 109F-4/B, W. Nr. 7473, Uffz. Felix Sauer, 10.(Jabo)/ JG 53, San Pietro, Sicily, March 1942

San Pietro was home 1o 10.{Jabo JG 53 at the beginning of February 1942, It was tasked with airfield attacks, as well as altacking other military targets, |
an the island of Malta. Dr. Felix Sauer was a member of this unit, and due to engine trouble, was foreed into an emergency landing on the shores of Sicily near |
the town of Pozzallo flying this aircraft on March 27th, 1942, The aircraft carried the standard day camouflage scheme of Lullwalfe fighters at the time, mads |
up of RLM 74/75 on the upper surfaces and RLM 76 on the lowers. The white fuselage band was the standard identifier of aircraft seving in the Mediterranean, a
The band carries the marking of 10.(Jabo )G 53. The factory codes are sprayed over with, probably, RLM 02, i
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K Bf 109F-4/trop, Stab 114G 27, Libya, February 1942

Arcraft sarving in the Morth African environment needed different camouflage protection from enem
hat needed in Europe, For this reason, aircraft typically received upper surface paint of RLM 78 Sand
TE& Light Blue which more appropriately comesponded to the African sand and sky colours, This Friedrich flow

camies a caricature of a British' lion trying o sveid a German round balow the cockpit,
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| Bf 109F-4, Oblt. Helmut Mertens, 1./ JG 3, Froloy, Soviet Union, August 1942

Arecipient of the Knight's Cross, Helmut 'Pitt’ Mertens began his military career in 1937 when he joined the Luftwaffe, Within its service, he went through the
Batlle of France, Britain, and over the vast expanse of the Soviet Union. Subsequently, he took part in the Defence of the Reich against American bomber
raids. On February 20th, 19244 he got his final kills, when he first bagged a B-17 and then downed a B-24 in a taran ramming attack. During the taran attack,
he was injured, and after recuperating, he would only serve in training units. In aerial combat during the war, he claimed 97 kills. His aircraft, with which he flew
combat over Russia, camied a nonstandard three digil luselage code. Combat units tended to carmy a maximum of two digit codes, and three digits wers
reserved for training unit aircraft. This Friedrich is carmouflaged in RLM 747578 with yellow identifiers used on aircrafl on the Eastern Front.
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IM Bf 109F-4, W. Nr. 13169, Fw. Heinrich Bartels, 8./ JG 5. Petsamo, September 1942

The Austrian Heinrich Bartels, a German ace with 99 kills acquired over argund 500 combat sorties giving him the Knight's Cross, served in all fronte
on which Luftwaffe unils were engaged. Half of his kills were gained in the north while with G 5 against Soviet pilots. He met his fate on December 23, 1944
against F-47s of the USAAF's S6th FG in the Battle for the Ardennes. The wreck of his aircraft was discoverad in 1968, together wilh an unused parachute
near the town of Bad Godesberg in Germany. He flew the pictured aircraft in the second half of 1842 during fighting in northern Finland, The aircraft was |
camouflaged in RLM 747576 in a non-standard style dictated by operational conditions. In September 1842, the rudder displayed 29 kill marks,
corespanding to his score. After Bartels was awarded the Knight's Cross, and after reaching a kifl total of 45, his crewchicf painted the award on the rudder
of the air plane.
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N Bf 109F-4, Hdgy. Gyorgy Debraody, 5/2. vadaszszazad, Uman, Soviet Union, Spring 1943

German allies also ook part in the battle against the Soviets. Among them were pilots of the Royal Hungarian Air Forcs - Magyar Kirdlyi Honved Légierd.
Gydrgy Debridy flew 173 combat sorfies on the Eastern Front and shot down 18 gnemy aircrafl. In mid-1944, he was called back to Hungary, where
he continued his fight against the allies, On Novermber 16Lh, 1944, he was sericusly injured in a head-on attack with 2 Yak-9 and did not return to active combat
duty. He was, however, credited with the Kill. Hungarian Friedrichs flew in the same camouflage 23 their German counterparts. The scheme was made
up of RLM T4 T5/76 with yellow Eastern Front quick identification markings. Hungarian machines also carried the three naticnal colours on the tail surfaces.
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Bf 109F
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Related products:

48899 Bf 109F-4 [PE-Set)

49095 Seatbelts Luftwaffe WWII fighters STEEL {PE-Set}
6481615C 250 German bombs (Brassin}

6432?9 Bﬂ 0%F cockpit (Brossin)
648283 Bf 1 09F propeller LATE (Brassin)

648289 Bf 109F propeller EARLY [Brassm]l .I-::nunry 2017

648292 Bf 109F control surfaces [Brassin) Januvary 2017
6432‘?1 Bf 109F landing flaps [Bruss:n] Jonuary 2017
4648300 Bf 109F englne & fusalage guns {Erussm:l Februar}r 207
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