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Westland WS-51 Dragonfly HR.3
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Sikorsky's first production helicopter, the R-5, was originally a
double-seater tandem. The first of five prototypes, equipped with a
450-horsepower Wasp Junior radial engine, took off on August 18, 1943.
Next, 25 pre-production YR-5A helicopters were built, two of which were
obtained by the Navy under the designation H02S-1. The R-5A series was
34 units. Five of them received paired control and were called R-5E. 20
R-5A were equipped with a new 600-horsepower Wasp Junior engine and
became known as the R-5D.

This modification became the new S-51, which had an enlarged
threeseater cabin. The first commercial helicopter, developed by Sikorsky,
first took off on February 16, 1946 and was certified by the Civil Aviation
Agency the following month. In August of the same year, the first operators
received new machines. These were United Air Lines and Los Angeles
Airways.

A total of 300 S-51s were built, some with 450-horsepower engines,
others with 600-horsepower and larger diameter rotors. Military versias
were designated as R-5F (11 received by USAF), H-5G (38 rescue, equippva
with a lift), H-5H (17 units for operation from water surfaces), H03S-1 ana
S-2 (marine rescue version - a total of 90 units). The S-51 had a inree-
bladed main rotor, the blades of which could be folded back t~ requce the
size. The first propeller had a manual control, which wcs ater replacea by
a hydraulic one. The size of the cabin has also increased.

In 1947, the British Westland acquired a license to build we 5 £% 2nd
produced 139 helicopters by 1953. The British version v.a< calied Di2ounfly.

MepLumnid CepifHMiA BROTO, AT Ci40p”.t A0r0 — R-5 cnovyatky Bys ABOMICHUM
TaHaemMoM. [1epLuni i3 ' Tp0MTWYB, OCHALLEeHWIA 450-cunbHUM papiant-
HuM auryHoM Waso Junioi, ancTie 18 cepnua 1943 powy. [dani 6yno noby-
noBaHo 25 nepeacaansumx resinonrepis YR-5A, gBa 3 AKvx Bynu oTpuMaHi
BIIACbKOBO-MOPCHHUM 022 M no3HadenHAM HO2S-1. Cepia R-5A cramo-
guna 34 oguHuy. [T'ATb 3 Hinx OTPUMaNK CNapeHe KepyBaHHA | 38anmch R-5E.
20 R-5A byp: acHawweHi o8um 600-cunbHuM aeuryHomM Wasp Junior | cranu
3Batuce R-50.

Cam: .yt Moamy:4av A i CTana HoBUM S-51, L0 MaB 36inbLLEHY TPLOXMICHY
RV, [Ienwstid KoMepLiiHUiA BepToniT, po3pobnenuii CIKOPCHKIM, BnepLue
3ner 'R 18 niooro 1946 poky i HACTYNHOMO MICAUA Bys cepTUdiKoBaHWA Arew-
L&y UMb aBiaLil. Y CepnHi L0 ¥ POKY NepLUi eKCNYaTtaHT OTpUMant
HEi Mawmk v imi cranm United Air Lines Ta Los Angeles Airways.

Besaro om0 nobynosano 300 S-51, AeAKi 3 450-CNbHUMI ABMrYHaMM,
iHWi 3 $CT-CuNbHAMKM Ta poTopamu binbLUoro AiameTpy. Bicerosi Bepcil bynu
noaxeyeni AK R-5F (11 otpumani USAF), H-5G (38 pATyBanbHMX, OCHaLLIEHNX
nigic 4mKam), H-5H (17 oguHuue anA excnnyarauii 3 BOAHWX NOBEPXOHb),
403S-1 1a S-2 (MopcbKa pATyBanbHa Bepcia — 3aranom 90 oguHuu). Y S-51
Y3 TPUNONACHMI HECY4MiA POTOP, NONaTI AKOMD MOMHA BYNO CKNacTW Hasag,
0,'R 3MeHLUEeHHA rabapuy. NepLumii FBUHTOKPUN MaB py4He YNpaBniHHA, AKe
Ni%H we Byno 3amiHeHe rigpasniuHmm. Po3Mip KabiHw TaHom 36inbLUMBCA.

Y 1947 poui 6puraceka Westland npuabana niyewsiio Ha byniBHUUTBO
S-51 i sunyctuna 139 sepronsotie 4o 1953 poky. bputaHceKa sepcia Mana
Ha3ey Dragonfly.

Technical Data TexHiuHi XapaKTepUCTHKK
Length 17.40m  Maximumezzed ~ '/1km/h [oBmuHa 17,40 M Makc. weKngKicTs 171 km/ropg.
Height 396m Range 580 km Bucota 3.96m BigcTanb 580 kM
Main rotor diameter 14.63m _ Servict eiling 4400 m [liametp raunTa 14,63 m Crenn 4400 M
Max. takeoff weight 2189kg  Crew 3 men Makc. 3nitha Bara 2189 kr  Exinam 3 yon.
v A A

et L D) B3 (2] L
cneulanb“' CAMBONTU cement don't cement cut symmetrical multiple bend drill variants paint

Kneitu He Kneitu BigpisaTM  cUMeTpHuHO KpaTHo 3arvyT™ CBEpANMTH BapiaHTH dapbysatu

Color guide / BukopucTaHi Konbopu

Hobby Color /

Name / Haasa Mr. Hobby

Color / Konip

Hobby Color /
Mr. Hobby

Color / Konip Name / Haasa

White / Binuii H R o - Red Brown / Kopuukesuii
Black / HYoprwii o - Red / Yepaonui
4 s5 . BS Medium Sea Grey /
Sitver / Cpi6hui o - HeiTpanbHuit MOPCbKWIA Cipui
Steel / Cranesuii OB s i/ Hesecno-cipuin

Light Grey / Ceimno-cipui

BS Extra Dark Sea Grey /

o - MU6OKMA MOPCLKMIA TEMHO-CIpUIA

Olive Drab / Onuexoeuin

o - Cement Grey / LiemeHTHO-Cipwid
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Westland WS-51 Dragonfly HR.3

Assembly Instruction / IncTpyKuis 3i 36upanHs
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Decalling & Painting Instruction /
IHCTpYKLUiA 3 peKanioBaHHA i papbyBaHHA

Westland WS-51 Dragonfly HR.3 WN493,
Royal Navy, St. Michael’s Mount, 1959

Westland WS-51 Dragonfly HR.3 WG725, s £ 2
Royal Australian Navy Fleet Arm Museum, =) & 3]
Nowra, Australia

Color guide / BukopucraHi Konbopu
Hobby Color /

Hobby Calor /

Color / Konip Name / Hasea

Color / Koni Name / Ha3sa
p

Mr. Hobby Mr. Hobby
= BS Medium Sea Grey /
o - Black / Yophuii o - HelTpanbHuit MOPCbKMI CipWi
o - Silver / Cpi6uwia o - BS Sky / Hebecko-cipuit
" BS Extra Dark Sea Grey / ]
o - Steel / Craneswi o - Mubokuin_MOpCLKMIA TeMHO-CipUiA

o - Light Grey / Csimo-cipui o - Cement Grey / LiemenTHo-cipuid [@
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Westland WS-51 Dragonfly HR.3 WG724,
North East Land Sea & Air Museums,
Sunderland, England

T Westland WS-51 Dragonfly HR.3 WG719,
& B 7% Eeli;:op;er Museum, Weston-Super-Mare,
nglan

——

Westland WS-51 Dragonfly HR.3 WG723,
706 Squadron, Coventry, National Air
Races, 1955, England
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