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In 1958, the Australia government planned to modernize its army. In doing so, the Australian Army became more compatible with
the United States military in terms of its organization and equipment. A procurement of track-type armor personnel carriers to replace
the wheeled FV603 was part of the plan. Such transpog, was required in order to have amphibious capabilities that were adaptable to
tropical environments and deployable by air. In 1962, the Australiar® Army acquired a small number of FV432 from the United Kingdom
as well as M113’ s from United States for the purposes of evaluation.

The trial of the two vehicles was conducted in the heat and humidity of Queensland. The FV432 was equipped with an NBC
(Nuclear, Biological, and Chemical) ventilation system providing filtered air into the cabin. In comparison, the M113 lacked a similar
system and therefore posed tremendous physiological burdens to the crews inside. However, at the end of the contest, the M113 was
ultimately selected due to its lighter weight (aluminum constructed hull vs. all steel of the FV432) and because it required less
preparation time for amphibious operations. The Australian Army proposed a modification to the FMC (Food Machinery and Chemical
Corporation) to manufacture an improved cabin ventilation system for the M113 suitable to the Australia environment.

Orders of the M113A1 were delivered beginning in 1964. In addition to the standard personnel carriers variants also included
command vehicles and ambulances that were assigned to numerous cavalry regiments. In 1965, Australia deployed its M113 to Vietnam
following a request for increased military assistance by the South Vietnamese government. Experience in Vietnam soon revealed the
vulnerability of the commander while manning the machine gun. Additional armor protection was needed. Initially a makeshift shield and
mount system, designed by South Vietnamese, were retrofitted. By 1966, a 74C turret, which boasted two M1919A4 Browning machine
guns were installed. The Australian M113 once again saw an update on the turret to a T50 type, although the same space restrictions
existed, the T50 turret was up gunned to two M2 Browning machine guns. To improve on the space issue, one machine gun was later
relocated outside of the turret. In July of 1969, additional armor were welded to the both sides of the lower hull to protect against
mines and in August of 1970, more plate was welded to the entire chassis.

Between 1965 and 1972, the M113 was the most deployed armor fighting vehicle by the Australian Army in. Vietnam with
approximately 200 M113s of all variants sent before they pulled out of Vietham in May of 1972.
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Color R '““‘*Er??jﬁ_ Hobby Color.| Mr.Color  |Mr.Color Spray Humbrol | AV Vallejo | - Lifecolor
Black = H c2 S2 21 70861 | LC52
Duck egg green IEEF H74 C26 “xh 23 71009 1 UA96
Field green EE§ H30 | C340 | | 105 | 71003 | UF02
Flat white HkE HN C62 s62 | 34 70019 | LCO1
Olive drab FS34087 168 H304 c304 | | 155 71043 | UAO3
Sail color W%~ H85 ca5 | | 28 72149 | UA099
Silver 8 H8 | ©C8 | S8 11 70007 | LCT74
Steel _ =g His c28 28 53 | 77712 | LC76 |
| Tire black WBAZ H77 | C137 | | 85 | 70950 | LCO2
Wood brown Aiz|  H37 c43 | | 186 70876 | UAB85







\ Sprue remains on the road wheels must be

cleaned up, otherwise, installation of such wheels

will be obstructed.
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If for some reason, you are not fully satisfied or have
guestions concerning our product; Please use the form
provide, and send it to our nearest representative or mail
it directly to our office.

Instructions:

We will deal with that A.S.A.P.

ar\ AF 35291
Parts Replacement Form
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