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Historie .

V padesatych letech minulého stoleti operovaly z letadlovych lodi US Navy dvojice protiponorkovych letount AF-
2 Guardian. Zatimco AF-2W nesl pod trupem objemny vyhledavaci radar APS-20, druha verze AF-2S nesla v
pumovnici a pod kfidlem protiponorkovou utocnou vyzbroj (protiponorkova torpéda, hlubinné pumy ¢i rakety,
utoc¢ny radar).

Vyvoj Guardianu byl zahajen jiz za druhé svétové valky, ovSem puvodné US Navy pozadovalo torpédovy
bombardér. U firmy Grumman dostal tento projekt oznaCeni G-70 a namornictvo jej znacilo jako XTB3F-1.
XTB3F-1 mél mit kombinovany pohon, v pfidi umistény hvézdicovy motor P&W R-2800 mél pohanét Ctyrlistou
vrtuli, v ocasni ¢asti mél byt instalovan proudovy motor Westinghouse 19XB. Proudovy motor byl vymontovan
jesté prfed prvnim letem. Ktomu doslo 19.prosince 1945.

24. prosince 1945 vSak US Navy zménilo své pozadavky a pozadovalo pfestavbu na protiponorkovy letoun ve
dvou vySe zminénych verzich.

Prototyp “Hunteru”, jak byla nazyvana verze AF-2W,vzlétl poprvé v listopadu 1948, prototyp "Killeru” v lednu
nasledujiciho roku. V roce 1950 byly prvni AF-2 obou verzi zafazeny do vyzbroje US NAVY. Pozdéji je doplnila
verze AF-3S. Ta odpovidala verziAF-2S, ale nesla navic detektor magnetickych anomailii.

AF-2 operovaly jak z letadlovych lodi, tak pozemnich zakladen. Béhem Korejské valky zajistovaly ochranu
letadlovych lodi US Navy v bojovych oblastech. Z prvni linie byly stazeny v roce 1955, ale u zalozZnich jednotek
slouzily az do roku 1957.

Guardiany se staly prvnimi specializovanymi protiponorkovymi stroji US Navy operujicimi z letadlovych lodi .
Zaroven drzi primat nejvétSich jednomotorovymi strojl s pistovym motorem v fadové sluzbé, které kdy z palub
lodi US Navy operovaly.

History GB
During the 1950s, AF-2 Guardian anti submarine aircraft were operating from the decks of US Navy aircraft
carriers in Hunter Killer pairs. These pairs consisted of the AF-2W version, which performed the "Hunter' role
using its volumous fuselage mounted AP-20 search and early warning radar to locate submarines while the
second aircraft of the pair was the AF-2S which was the “Killer' and carried offensive anti-submarine weapons
such as torpedoes, depth charges or rockets in the bomb bay and under the wings. The latter also had a small
radar attached to the wing.

Development of the Guardian began during the Second World War although the original request from the US
Navy had been for a torpedo-bomber. At Grumman, this project was known under G-70 designation while the
Navy recognized it as XTB3F and this new aircraft was to have combined powerplants with a P&W R-2800 radial
engine driving a four-bladed propeller in the nose and a Westinghouse 19XB jet engine mounted in the tail
section. The Westinghouse jet engine was later removed from the specification however before the maiden flight
of the prototype which took place on the 19th December 1945. By this time the torpedo bomber role had become
outmoded and therefore the US Navy changed its requirements for the new aircraft.

On the 24th December 1945 Grumman was asked to re configure the aircraft for the anti-submarine role but
because the current AP-20 search radar was too big for a single engined aircraft to carry alongside a weapon load
this woud require two seperate versions which would fly together, one carrying radar and the other carrying
weapons. The result of this were the AF-2W and AF-2S. The prototype AF-2W (which was the radar equipped
Hunter version) first flew during November 1948 and the AF-2S (Killer variant) performed its first flight in January
1949. The type also received the name "Guardian'.

The first Guardians entered service with the US Navy in 1950 in their Hunter Killer pairs and were later joined

by the improved AF-3S version which was almost identical to AF-2S but had a MAD (Magnetic Anomaly Detector)
added. AF-2 and 3 Guardians flew from carriers and from land bases and during the Korean War they were
responsible for protecting the US Fleetin the combat areas.
Although the type was removed from front line service during 1955 it continued in service with units of the the US
Naval Reserve until 1957 and the Guardian was the first custom built specialized anti-sub aircraft to fly from US
Navy carriers. It also holds the record for being the largest single engined piston engined aircraft to be flown
from the decks of the US Navy.
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MOZNOST VOLBY POUZIT KYANOAKRYLATOVE LEPIDLO OHNOUT ZHOTOVIT NOVE REZAT/VRTAT NATRIT
@ OPTIONAL INSTANT CYANOACRYLATE GLUE BEND SCRATCH BUILD CUTOFFDRILL | GSI @  COLOUR
" | NACH BELIEBEN ZYANOAKRYLATKLEBER BIEGEN FERTIGSTELLEN ENTFERNEN | oojours code FARBEN
OPTION ADHESIF CYANOACRYLAT COURBER ACHEVER DETACHER PEINDRE

Off White/ $pinavé bilé H21/C69
Flat Black/imatné cerné H12/C33
% Aircraft Grey/letecké Sedd H57/C73
Dark Iron/tmavy kov mc214
@% Tire Black/Gerna pneu H77/C137
(% Aluminium/hlinikova H8/C8
% Burnt Metal/opéleny kov H76/C61
% Linen/platno H85/C45
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Decal 69
Decal 71
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Cernd
Black
H12/ C33

49 36 65 32

Sedd
Grey
H315/ C315

40

Oranzovd

- Orange

H14/ C59
Zlutd

Yellow O

H4/ C4

AF-3S Guardian, BuNo 130382, 166/7L, Naval Air Reserve Training Unit (NARTU), NAS Los
Alamitos, 1956. Letoun létal v nové zavedené Sedobilé kamufldzi. Oranzovy pruh na trupu

[ \ :

N pritom oznacoval cvicnou jednotku.

E AF-3S Guardian, BuNo 130382, 166/7L, Naval Air Reserve Training Unit (NARTU), NAS Los
- >

Alamitos, 1956. The machine featured a newly infroduced camouflage scheme consisting of
Gray over White. Orange fuselage bands were carried by fraining unit machines.

Cervend
Red

H3/ C3
White
H21/ C69
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AF-3S Guardian, BuNo 130365, 12/SV, VS-20, NAS Atsugi, Japonsko, jaro - léto 1953. Letouny
Jednotky VS-20 operovaly od srpna do fijna téhoz roku z letadlove lodé CVE-16 USS Badoeng
Strait.

AF-3S Guardian, BuNo 130365, 12/SV, VS-20, NAS Atsugi, Japan, Spring - Summer 1953. Later
on, from August fo October 1953, Guardians of VS-20 were operated from aircraft carrier CVE-
16 USS Badoeng Strait.
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Zlutd
Yellow

H4/ C4



37

66

43

38

6 A
= s wantos = g
I - r_ Y
|

AF-3 Guardian S, BuNo 130365, 153/7L, Naval Air Reserve Training Unit (NARTU), NAS Los

Alamitos, 1956.

AF-3 Guardian S, BuNo 130365, 1563/7L, Naval Air Reserve Training Unit (NARTU), NAS Los

Alamitos, 1956.

Cernd Sedd
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AF-3S Guardian, BuNo 130367, 12/SM, VS-27, letadlova lod’ CVS-36 USS Anfietamn, Stredomori,
1963.

AF-3S Guardian, BuNo 130367, 12/SM, VS-27, aircraft carrier CVS-36 USS Antietam, the
Mediterranean, 1953.
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USE CMK TOOLS AND WEATHERING PIGMENTS FOR YOUR KITS

weathering pigments

H1010 handle for our saws
- priceless tool for resin ¢
parts adjustment

H1011 CMK sanding stick

- four different grits
of sanding papers on
one sanding stick

All of the above items can be found and ordered \www sSPECIALHOBBY.EU
via our official website and e-shop ...................... WWW.CMKKITS.COM



