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A/C #1

Shold type [l Hei, flown by Capt. Yoshio Yoshida of 70th
Sentai 1st Chutai leader, Kashiwa AB/Chiba, Juna
1945,

This is @ very well known AT, and its photos are shown
in mary references (ke 1 to 5), Its ilustrations are
usually shown with yellow Sental emblem on Bs tail, as
Capt. Yoshida i claimed o be the leader of 3rd Chuta
in red. 6. But the Sentai ambilarn on its tail is too dark for
“yeliow” color.

This purzle was sobved by Mr Watanabe's artiche in .
7, clarfying that Capt. Yoshida was the laader of 1st
Chutal, while 3rd Chutal eader was Capt. Tadayoshi
Watanabe. This article has another photo showing
wellow” Sentai embdem, and the tonal differenca
betwean ‘red® and “yellow® emblem is very clear Thus
this AT should have 'red” Sentai emblem. The small bar
on the leading adge of the tal & skghmy dardker than

A/C #2

Shold type Il Hed, fiown by Wamani Officer Makoto
Ogewa of 70th Sentai 1st Chutai, Kashiwa AB/Chiba,
May to June 1945,

This is also a very well know AT with styfized kill
marks. A total of 3 photos of this AC ame shown in ref. 1
0 8, but like Capl Yoshida's AC il & usually illustrated
with “ellow® Sentai emblem of 3rd Chutai. But Me
Watanabe's article in ref. 7 shows he belonged to 1st
Chutai, 50 the Sentai emblem on the tail should again
be “red”. The overall view photo (without kil marks)
does not show distinctive Sental emblem, but this s
apparently due o the dull fotus on the Ll sachon.

Its illustration (ref. 3, 4, 5, 9) has abways & kill marks
[stylized eagle) since ref. 2, but the edstence of Bth kil
mark 5 quile questionable. The oveniew photo shows
that the white fuselage band 5 of normal size, Le.,
cxmeing whole area of fuselage rectengle panel. Closer
look at the much clearer photo of the kill marks in ref, |
shows the fuselage panel line passes slightly inside the
right wing of left row kill marks and body center of right
row kil marks, This indicates that the soe of the kil

A/C #3

Shoki type Il Kou, fiown by Sgt Sadao Miyarawa of
70th Sental 3rd Chutal (7), Kashiwa ABChiba, February
1945,

Though this AT i rather lithe known, this & ancther
eample of Shokd with a kil mane, its photo (the onty
recorded one} was shown inrel, 1 and 3, and shows the
clear details of Sgt. Miyazawa's kill mark appled by his
crew chief, He scomd this victory (F&F) on February 17,
1945, and shows this date (1945 & Showa year 20)
befow the bird mark. In the old rderence | Sgt.
Mryazawa as well as Capt, Yoshida and W.0. Ogawa
wane all assigned to 3rd Chutai, and 3rd Chutal is said
to be the anly Churtai to adorm thisir AC with kill marks.
The latest articke by Mr. Watanabe (ref, 7) regrettably

A/C #4

Shold type Il Kou?, flown by Oth Sental 1st Chutal,
China, 194445,

Though the Sth Senta is known lo have flown Shoki in
China, we could not find any such photo, but only some
illustrations. in ref 6, 10 and 11, These ilustrations
show the Sentai emblem (symbolizing the scythe that
Japanese Samural Kiyomasa Kato used in Japanese
imasion of Korea in 15905) in a very slim style. But the
photo of abandoned Oscar in Nanjing (ref. 12) or Hayala
in Korea (refl. 13 and another once shown on the
imemet) after the war clearly shows the Gth Santal
embiem & more bold and covering most area of the tal.

Sentai emblem or Hinomaru, and close to AC code
11", so we think this i black. But the meaning of this
small bar ks not known.

There is another photo showing two kill marks in el 1
to 5, but AC code *11° has much pesl-off of paint and it
lacks the kill (B-29) mark achieved on March 10,
1945, In the & lall mark photo March 10 kil mark was
added, and A'C code "1 1" was freshly painted,

marks are bigger than illesirated, and the position of the
6t kil marks. (if any) on the right of the top row shoulkd
overlap the white fuselage band, which is not so
probable from the discipline of Army pilot at that time.
Also from the degree of black-grey paint pesl-off from
theer kill marks, it s appament that top row two kill marks
are the okdest ones, the middle row two kill mans are
somewhat old, and lower lefl kil mark & the latest one
with solid wing. Then nonmally speaking the Sth bl
mark will be placed on the lower right position. Why
extrerme right of the top row? So we think the number of
kill marks applied s just 5, not 5, and we reproduced
the peel-off of black-grey paint from the kill marks and

does. not clarity whether Sgt. Miyazewa belonged to 3rd
Chwtai or 15t Chutai nor the kill marks wam applied on
A/C of other Chutad or not, 50 the Sentai emblarm color of
thizs AC i not 100% sure. if only the Chutal of Capt.
Yashida (now established as 15t Chutal) had kil marks,

This dacal reproduces the mark worn by the
photographed Oscar. (Though Oscar I8 not known to be

assigned to Sth Sentas, the AT in rel. 12 photo is not
Shele but Oscar due 1o relstve posbon of wings and

ss-037 Nakajima Ki-44 Part 2

Capt. Yoshida was a veteran skilied pilot, serving 70th
Sertai from October 1942, His fist victory was a
‘probabla’ Kill of a B-29 on Soepternber 8th 1944 in
Manchuria. After retuming fo Kashiwa AB in November,
he added & more B-29 kills among which 5 kil wem
achieved in the night intercaption mission. S0 he i5 a
very rame "night fighter ace in Japan, and was awarded
the Bukousho medal on July Sth, The war ended, while
he was waiting for the amival of Shusul to 70th Santai,

AC code "2,

W 0. Ogawa was a weleran skill pilot, serving 70th
Sentai from the end of 1941, but there were not so
many chances of air combat in Manchuria, and the
Sentai was ordered o mium 1o Home Defense duties,
W. 0. Ogawa achieved a total of 9 viclodes (7 B-29s
and 2 P-51s) to become the top ace of the Sentai. In the
day-time intereepion of February 10th, he shol down
two B-29s with several shots of 40mm cannon (second
A fell down from the debris of the first AT blast), and
he shol down another B-29 m the night interception of
March 10th. He was awarded Bukousho on July Sth
1945 with promotion to 2nd Lt, and (ived through the
WEL,

this AT should have red Sental emblem. M Sgh
Mivarawa i indeed 3rd Chutai mamber, Sentai emblem
should be yellow. We peovide both options for you o
chogse.

We do not know the career of Sgt. Miyarawa except his
one victory on February 17, 1945,

srablkrer to conooy and tal)

It & clamed that the Senta amblern was unified to the
mxd ona from Jenuary 1944, but the sbove Heyete pho-
s cheary show st Chutal contrued 1o use white em-
blern tll the war's end,
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