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Col. John D. Landers,
C.O. 78th FG.

Col. John D. Landers,
C.0. 361st FG.

Recommended kits: Tamiya P-51D
Lifelike Decals wants to hear from you and your input.
Fax: +81-743-73-5526, e-mail: lifelike_d@ken.jp
htto: /Nifelikedecals sakura.ne.in



“Big Beautiful Doll”” special

This decal featuses only two P-S1s flown by John Dave
Landers in BAF, but shows a total of 6 colorful markings that
he applied to his A/C during his sendce with four FGs

John D. Landers hailed from JoshuaTexas (not
Wilson/Okdahoma), and enlisted in Apel 1841 He got wings
a few days after Pearl Harbor, and in January 1942 he went
to Darwinfdustralia 10 serwe with 9FSM0FG. He scored 6
victories there, refumned fo States as flight instrucior, and
joimed  38FS/S5FG in April 1844. He became Acting
Commander of 357FG for a bref perod, and returned to

P-51D-5-NA 44-13923

Marking #1

Figwn by Major Jonn D. Langers, Commander of 38FS/
55FG, Wormingtord/England, August 5, 1944

Lancers joined 38FS as commander in April 1944, and
scored 4 kills with P-28 (probably P-38J, 43-28341, CG-0,
"Teooas Longhom”™), and then transitioned (o thig P-51 0n July
4, 1844, Thera is a color photo of this A'C (taken on August
5th) in ref. 1, and three more biw photos in ref. 2~ 5. These
photos Indicates that inffially back mimor was installed, and
Imvasion stripes were remaining on lower fuselage and
wings (rel. 2), but later photos (ref. 1, 3™5) show back
mirmor and iMvasion stripes on wings werg removed, while
lower fuselage imvasion stripes seems 1o be remaining (ref.
4). This decal dopicts the last state with 14 kil marks and no
back mirror. "Big Beautiful Doll® is applied on both sides of
the nose, and the photo in ref. 5 shows the first quotation
mark was applied on a white background in a green square
Upper tall and antenna seems 1o be painted in 00, and &/n
on tall was panted over, as with many other 55FG P-51s.
This AC Is usually claimed as 44-13823, but ref. 4 shows
Mr. Ted Damick’s analysis of the original color photo {ref. 1)

P-51D-20-NA 44-72218

Markings #3 and #4

Fipwn by LI Cal. John D. Landers, Commander of TBFG,
After stateside aave in Decamber 10 Fabruary 1845, he ook
command of TBFG from February 22 to June 28, 1845,
Initially (Marking #3) 21 &ill marks wara applied balow
canogy, and &N was apphed over to the nuddaer (rel. 2,
87~12). The fuselage national nsignia was normal typa.
Close examination of the phalo of rel. 11 shows that W2 is
outlnad in yellow, the sama color as that of the name plate
of canopy, Antenna mast was painted in red

Al later stage (Marking #4) s/n was re-applied antirety on
this vertical Wil (raf. 13), and the fusslage national insigria is
gray shaded as with many TBFG P-518. This photo in rel, 13
claarky shows “Big Baautrul Doll” was alss apoled on the
rght side, which should be true with Marking 3. Another
photo (once shown on e-biy) cleaty shows yellow oulling
on code letters, and 27.5 kil marks. Al this stage thers is no
rad trim cn 0D anti-glare pasnt.

Marking #5

Flown by Col. John D. Landers, Commandar of TBFG,
Dudord/England, May 1o Juna 1945,

When Landers was promoted to Colonel in May 1845, he
changed ine color of the name plate on canopy frame and
outling of fuselage coda to red. Fuselage national nsignia

Siates again as instructor. He came back to BAF again in
February 1945 as Commander of 78FG till VE day. He ther
assumed command of 361FG to prepare for combat with
Japan, but returned to States after VJ day. He died on
September 12, 1989 from complications during surgeny

He scored not only 14.5 victories - 6 with P-40 (8F5), 4 with
P-38 [38FS) and 4.5 with P-51 (1 with 357FG and 3.5 with
T8FG) - and cne damaged in the alr, but also 20 EA
destroyed on the ground

wiblock treaded main wheels

that its a/n Is 44-13923.
He took this A/C to 357FG along with his 5/5gt. Bargman in
October 1944 (ral. 2, 4)

Marking #2

Flown by Lt Col. Jonn D. Landers, Acting Commander of
357FG, Leiston/England, November to December 1944
Landers was promoted to Lt Col, and assumed Acting
Commander position of 357FC for a shon period [(Oct 11,
1944 ~ December 2, 1944), whila Col. Inwin Dregne was on
stateside leave. Reference 4 shows one phoio of this AXC
taken goon afier moving 1o 357FG (note the number of kil
mark ks the same as Marking #1). OD paint on the tail was:
removed, but no 8/n is visibe. Very probably sn was
applied later. Another photo inref. 2, 6 and 7 shows 17 kil
marks. Probably this (s the later stage of this marking. “Big
Beautihl Doli® on right should have been retained. Accord-
ing to ref. 8 this A/C was lost in 8 mid-air coliision with
angther P-51, kiling its pllot Lt. Wende!l Helwig, on Decem-
ber 24, 1944 during an escort mission 1o Babenhausesy
Germarry. The name of the AIC was still "Big Beautitul Doll®

widiamond treaded main wheels

was refumed to the nomal type. Further decoration appled
o this final costuma in TBFG are (1) red painl on rear
spinner, air intake and O0D anti-glare panel, (2) adaiton of
biw checker on wingtip with red tim, (3) black pant on the
tip of vertical and horizontal fin with red tim to these as wall
as o black rudider, and (4) application of cooe latier on
lower la't wing afier VE day. (Rel. 3,8, 7,10, 13~18)

Marking #8

Flown by Col. John D. Landers, Commander of 361FG, Little
WaldenvEngland, July 1845,

Col. Landers was assigned to Commander of 351FG on
Juna 29, 1845, while L. Col. Roy Caviness was assignad 1o
Commander of T8FG from 381FG.

Tha cnly pholo of this manking i shown in rel. 4, and its
masing is established by Mr. Crasg Cuattlabaurn and Mr.
Jack Johnson (contribuior of the photo) as yellow nose (of
361FG) and madium biue canopy, rudder and wingtin. Thom
& soma possibility that tip of verical stabilizer (black in
Marking #35) was also changed to bue. Apparently "Big
Baautrtul Doll”, name plate on canopy and 36.5 kil marks
remann intact, so the & should be as in Marking #5. It
sBnmE No oullng on fuselage coda. As with other 36IFG
P-31in tha post war pariod, thers should be a redatively large
coda lattars on kowe? lefl wing
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