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Prior to outbreak of WWII, the British Army was pla nning a wheel armoured commander vehicle to
provide the armoured troop commander and staff an approprite command post.

CS9/LAC 4x4 chassis from Morris and Guy Liz ard 4x4 chassis were adopted from 1937 to 1939,
and 36 armoured commander vehicles completed. Those vehicles were used in inland UK. A few Guy
Lizard armoured commander vehicles were sent to North Africa, saw services with the 8th Army. At the
same time armoured regiments were blooming, obviously more armoured commander vehicles were
needed.

Associated Equipment Company, who was best known by London double deck buses, was awarded
with a contract from the Ministry of War Transport in April 1940, to produce a Matador 4x4 artillery
tractor and an armoured commander vehicle with Matador 4x4 chassis. By 1941, AEC devoted itself to
military needs totally, and the armoured commander vehicle entered mass production. With armours up
10-12 mm thick and weight up to 12.2 tons, the vehicle was able to accommodate up to 7-8 personnel.
High Power and Low Power versions were built, with different radio equipment. A total of 415 were
produced. It was nicknamed Dorchester by the troops, after the luxury hotel in London because it is
very comfortable. The AEC Armoured Command Vehicle firstly saw service in North Africa Campaigns
in the British Army service and throughout the war. 7 vehicles were handed to the Australian troops.
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Colorlist: ERIFE
Gunze Sangyo
Brand i Humbrol Revell Lifecolor
Color Hobby Color| Mr.Color |Mr.Color Spray
Khaki green KE&E H80 C4
Brass =i H9 C9 J9 54 92 LC75
RLM71 Dark green % Hed C17 116 UA52
Gray FS26440 R H325 C325 183 UA24
Radome KiRE| H318 C318 148 DRO06
Flat white BXE H1 C62 J62 34 05 LCO1
Red brown #145 H47 C41 160 383 UA085
Dark sea gray AR H75 C25 27 UA93
Red PN H3 C3 J3 19 31 LC56
Silver iR H8 C8 J8 11 90 LCO7
Tire black fmAAE H77 C33+C62 85 302 LC02
Wood brown iz H37 C43 169 FS12
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AEC Dorchester Armoured Command Vehicle

LP (low power) Armoured Command Vehicle

There are
tarpaulins on
both sides.

HP (High power)
Armoured Command Vehicle

The Dorchester AC

disguised as

the Matador,
equipped with

by Major
J.;/spe}l different radio
Maskelyne. equipment.
It is distinctive
with streamlined
roof.
Signals
b officer Radio
Armoured troop commander \ . operator
Adjutant : Dispatch
Intelligence / rider
officer

Driver

Intelligence
catching net

The seat in middle is for the commander.
There is a board for map next to the driver.

A small number of the Dorchester were captured by the German Afrika Korps,
and used by German high ranking officers, especially Rommel himself, in the North African Campaign.

The famous "Moritze’,
British camouflage was retained.
Tarpaulin was used for sunshade.

Front of the vehicle was heavily overpainted.
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3rd Armoured Brigade, 2nd Armoured Division, Spring 1941
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1 Radome + Flat White 2:1
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@ 2nd Armoured Division, Advanced HQ, Spring 1941
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/ Body Color:

B RLM71 Dark Green
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1 Radome + Flat White 2:1
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2nd Armoured Division, Advanced HQ, Spring 1941
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