RYS HISTORYCZNY: W programie na lata 1933-35 budowy okrgtow wojennych dla Pol-
skiej Marynarki Wojenngj zostaty zatwierdzone dwa niszczycie floty 0 wypornosci standard
do 2000 ton. Na projekt oraz realizacjg zamowienia zostal rozpisany konkurs. Do przetargu
stanely trzy stocznie: Thornycroft, Samuel White and Company Ltd oraz Yarrow Co Ltd.
Pierwsza stocznia Erzedstaw;la najlepszy projekt lecz zbyt wysokie koszty spowodowaly je-
go odrzucenie. Najkorzystniejszy okazat sie Pakiet eretar owy stoczni Samuel White w Co-
wes — An?ila, pomimo zastrzezen Dowadcy floty — Kontradmirata J.Unruga, co do ilosci dzial
artylerii gfownej, jak i ich rozmieszczenia na dziobie okretu.
prawg sfinalizowano i okr%o nazwie ,Grom” i, Btyskawica” po dobrze rozwijajacej sig
wspmgracy obu stron zasility PMW. Budowa ORP ,Btyskawicy” zostata rozpoczeta we wrze-
$niu 1935 roku, a nazwe nadano w dniu 3.05.1936 r. Tak jak przy ,Gromie” patronat nad bu-
dowa mial ambasador polski w Londynie — hrabia Edward Raczynski, ktory wbit pierwszy nit
w stepke ,Groma”. Wodowanie ORP,Blyskawicy” odbyto sig 1.10.1936 roku o godz. 11:55
a matka chrzestng byla zona ambasadora RP w Londynie — pani Raczynska. Wyposazenie
okriglmzakonczuno 1.09.1937 roku. Z uwagi na opdznienia w budowie okretu protokot jego
odbioru zostal sany przez Przewodniczacego Komisji kmdr por. Wi. Steyera w dniu

937 roku. m&. 14:00 zostala podniesiona bandera PMW oraz znak dowodcy

. 9:00 nas j. 2 ‘ ica” opuscita Cowes i uda-

D 937 r. do Goteborga w ce-
osci Helu nastapilo
tralowcow, po czym

cznia 1938 roku objat
gbski. Dalsze losy

opienia pod Narwi-

| w akcjach bojo-
jicy” tak na mo-
r [‘éko pierwszy
Il wojnie Swiatowe|,

h z Dunkierki. Wal-

d Bougie 12.11.1942
wokot wyspy Ques-
a. Dowodem

ckich okretow
wxatow?' dzieje

adowania (nie po-

latach 1l wojn
historii oreza ‘Po-
 kraju 4.07.1947 1.

0 J t = ~ T - 3 ‘» - s < =" ST - -4 o
s - ? D e il o o it

-

HISTORY: The 1933-1935 Polish Navy shipbuilding programme included commissioning of
two 2,000 tonne fleet destroyers. A bid was announced for the design and construction, and
this was answered by three shipbuilding companies: Thornycroft, Samuel White and Co. Ltd
and Yarrow Co. Ltd. The former offered the best design, but prohibitive costs led to its
rejection. The offer of Cowes-based Samuel White Co. Ltd proved the most attractive and, in
spite of reservation of Rear Admiral J. Unru%. C-in-C Polish Navy, regarding the number of
main artillery guns and their location on the bow.
The deal was concluded and the destroyers named “Grom™ (Thunder) and “Blyskawica
gLigh'ming) reinforced the Polish Navy. Construction of ORP “Blyskawica™ commenced in
eptember 1935, and the name was given on 3 May 1936. Similar to “Grom” construction
of the second destroyer was patroned by the Polish Ambassador in London, Edward
Raczynski, who placed the first nivet in the keel of “Grom”. ORP “Blyskawica™ was launched
on 1 October 1936 at 11:55, and Mrs Raczyriska (the wife of the Ambassador) was the
%odmother. The ship was fully equipped by 1 September 1837. Due to delays in construction,
e protocol of acceptance was signed by the Head of the Commitiee, Commander Wi.
Steyer, on 25 November 1937. At 2:00 p.m. the Polish flag and the ship commander pennant
were raised on the ship, and at 9:00 a.m. on 26 November 1937 “Blyskawica™ left Cowes
for Gdynia. Before amval o Gdynia the ship called on 27 November 1937 at Gothenburg to
load artillery ammunition. On 1 December f' 937 the ship was welcomed off Hel by a team of
ORP “Wicher” destroyer and two mine-sweepers, whence the whole group entered Gdynia.
On 4 January 1938 command of the ship was taken over by Sub-Commander Wiodzimierz
Kodrebski, previously commander of ORP “Burza™. Further fates of the destroyer are linked
with the sister ship ORP “Grom” until the latter was sunk at Narwik.
During her wartime service, “Blyskawica” sailed many thousand nautical miles on patrol and
combat operations. “Blyskawica” was the first Allied ship to attack a U-boat during WWII,
she defended Narwik in 1940 and assisted in evacuation of Dunkirk. She fought against
[talian and German ae esint erranean at Bougie on 12 November 1942. The
battle against Ge during Normandy landings) and destruction
of a German cor ribed by the wartime press. As a reward for
the merits, the ship w in the éperatﬁon “Deadlight” - destruction of
German U-boats. ORP “Blysk d to Poland on 4 July 1947.

Specification (as of 1944):

Displacement:

standard: 2,011 tonnes

loaded: 2,200 tonnes

Dimensions:

length: 114 m

width: 11.3m

mean draught: 3.1

Power plant: 2 sets of Parsons steam turbines, 4 water-tube boilers tri-cylindrical,

2 propellers
54&)00 hp

Engine power output:
Fuel: 350 tonnes of mazout

Maximum speed: 39 knots (40.4 knots during trials)
Range: 3,000 nautical miles at 15 knots.
Armament: 8 102 mm Bofors AA guns (4xil)

4 40 mm Bofors AA guns (2xll)

4 20 mm Qerlikon AA guns (4x])

4 Vickers depth charge launchers (4xI)
210 in wartime.
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