o Spitfire Mk.1, P9435
u ndeko lS : No. 610 EJLunlty of Chester” Squadron

RAF Gravesend, Kent

www.fundekals.com Late June 1940

Mebe raundel pasitian.
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When yeu think “Battle of Britain
almest invariably it's an image of this
icanic airplane thatl comes e mind
Unforfunately for hisbory. i1 fums out
that these farmous air-ta-gir phatas
ware nol actually takenm during the
Batile proper. but were taken in lale
June.  We have seen at least three
different serials attributed to DW-K in
those phofes. but our research has
proven beyond a doubl that it was
F435, Mo, 610 Squadron had al least
faur ditferent Spitfire Mi.lz caded K
bafere and during the Battle of Britain.
See nexl page for mare information.

The RAF issued an order mandating the use of the new “Sky color 1o take
effect from & June 1940, There was initially much confusion amang everyone
irvoitved a8 1o what the exact color was suppased bo look like, the in-depth
discussion of which i= beyond the scope of this preject. Suffice it o say that a
whaole rainbow of colors could be found en the lewer surfaces of RAF fighters.

However. we have uncovered decumeniation thal indicates thal the bwo
squadrons based at RAF Gravesend. Mo. 810 and Mo, X2 (Spilfires and
Hurficanes. fespectivaly] used RAF Sky Blue No. 1 Lo comply wilh tha arder. All
lower surface markings were cverpainted, and roundels were nat mandated
until 11 August 1840, and 30 would net have been present at the time of the
farmeus photos in June. It is likely that wheel wells. and possiby evan the gear
legs and the inside of the gear doors may have bean painfed blue.

Spitfire Mic.| P5455 was issuved to 810 Squadron via 8 Maintenance
Unit on 2 June 1540, and was damaged in combat with a B3
near Dower on 12 August receiving Cabegory 3 damage
(bayond repair]. She was struck off charge om 24 August.

D RAF Sky Blug Na.l i= 3 pale .
blue eolor, appreximalely FS -
35550, but a bit lightar in tone. L

Dark Dark RAF Sky
Green Earth Blue No.1
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e Spitfire Mk.1, R6891
fGndekals :), o S Ronad Hamin

24-30 August 1940
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610 Squadron aircraft during
the Batile of Britain invariably
had thair serials averpainte

Dark Dark
Green Earth
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e Spitfire Mk.Vb, W3257
fu ndeko '.S : )m Flt. Lt. Eric S. Lock

No. 611 Squadron, RAF Hornchurch
August 1941

www.fundekals.com

This view depicts Lock's aireraft at the time of his loss on 3
August 1851, It was anm early MikVb, finished In the
then-standard day fighter scheme of Dark Green, Dark
Earth. and Sky. The Sky spinner had a narrow black base
plate. At the time of his shootdown, W3257 was only about
three months old. so weathering should ba kepl 1o &
minimum. Photos show the serial number was overpainted.
The sircralt had the de Hawilland metal prop and the small
spinner assaciated with (L. The standard externally armared
windscrean was fitted. as were the IFF “cheese slicer”
antennas. It would have had five-spoke main wheel hubs,

MNate black base
plate an spinner .

Dark Dark
Green Earth
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. Spitfire Mk.Vb, W3711
findekals :) R

RAF North Weald, 7 December 1941

www.fundekals.com

Richard F. “Dick” Palterson had been a Princeton University
pola-vaulling star before the war. During his traing ha jokingly
raferred to himsell as Tthe enly German ace in the RAF for having
cracked up five ships in iraining. Bul on operations he made 3 name
for hirmself as an extremely aggressive. hard-hitting, no-nensense
pilat with the RAF's Mo. 121 “Eagle” Squadren. Ironically. Patterson
tafled to return from a dicing mission near Blankenberge, Belgium
on the day America officialty went to war - 7 December 1941,
Patlerson’s Spitfire Vb carried standard RAF day fighler
camouflage, The aircrall was a very slandard production Mk Vb with
thi externally armored windscreen. || carried the IFF "cheese cutler”
anlennas and the longer spinner and composile wood Jablo prap.

\ “Chease sleer
IFF antennas

Dark Sea Grey
Green Medium
Ocean Signal
Grey Yellow
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s Spitfire Mk.Vb, BM181
fu ndeko lS : 107th Observation EE:|Iua|:Ii:::E. 67th Observation Group

RAF Membry
1943

www.fundekals.com

Serial partially cverpainted
on left side.

’ 120

The 107th Observation Squadron. federalized from the Michigan Mational Guard, Gé
fermad parl of the new B7th Observalion Group in 1841, The squadron maved o the UK
in the summar of 1942, equipping with hand-me-down Splifire Vbs from the RAF The
unit spent the rest of 1842 and rost of 1943 training for the low level reconnaissance
mission with RAF squadrons. It re-equipped with the North American F-6A In Late
1843, and wenl on to play a key role In preparations for the D-Cay landings.

In mid-1943 BM181 was a typical aircraft in the squadron. 1t was finished in the
then-standard day fighter schema of Dark Grean, Ocean Grey, and Sea Grey Medium.
The spinner and fuselage band ware Sky. The paint was relatively tatty locking. witha
mismalched rudder and a partially overpainted serial (probably a towch upd, The 107H
soored na Kills in their Spils, but they gained valuable experience in low Level ops on
rmany “Ramred” dicing mizsions slong the coasts of France. Belgiurm, and Halland,
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Biggin Hill Wing

www.fundekals.com January-March 1943

Main canepy frame appears
to be natural matal

Flat uppar cowling

Meds thal BS240 was fitled with the relalively cornman,
but seldem commanted on. smoath cannan falrings.
Unlike those in almast every Spitfire kit. these cannon
fairings did ot have the heavy collars arcwnd them.

fealured the flat upper cowling, rounded rudder. large upper wing cannan blisters. "cheese slicer”
type IFF antennas. and the early style balance hom type elevators.

As noted 3t Lleft. the 20mm cannen barrels had smeath fairings. lacking the charmacleristic heawy
collars aften seen. There appears 1o be an early style Mat rear view mirror, and the framing on the
rrain sliding kood is 2 lghter colar tmal we interprel a2 probably natursl metal (possibly a
replacernent?l

Milme's markings were fairly standard for the peried. His initials formed the code letters on his
maching, and it carried the "Croix de Lerraing” as carried by the Spitfires of 240 (Free French)
Squadron under his command at Biggin Hill Al the time she was shat down in Mach of 1943,
BE5240 was only a week over 5 months old, and a5 the Boss bird” she was kepl in very good shape,
wilh no appreciable weathering in the ane kmown phote of her. Mote the somewhal unusual
Lazation of the Wing Cemmander pennant an the forward fusslage.

EE

|FF amlennas

Large teardrep
cannon bulges [N

Early style elevator
balance homs L

Dark Sea Grey

Green Medium

Ocean Signal

Grey I. Yellow Sky
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o Spitfire Mk.IXc, EN568
fundeko lS : . Wing Commander Al Deere

Biggin Hill Wing
March-September 1943

www.fundekals.com

Late pattern wing
walkway stripes

! s /0

Wing Commander "Al" Deere’s Spilfire [Xc EN548. was buill as %
a MY and corverted to a Mi.l¥c by Rells-Reyce. Al the time
Deare flew her. she featured the flat upper cowling. small upper
wing cannon blisters. “cheess slicer™ type IFF antennas. and the
warly style balance horn type elevalors.

As noted a1 Lef, the H0rmm cannon barrels had smooth
fairings. lacking the characterislic heavy collars often seen.
There appears (o be an early style flat rear view mirror.

Deara’s aircrafl seems lo have been resprayed by Rolls-Royce
in a somawhal simplified, and obviously hand-sprayed version
al the standard Spithire camouflage scheme, The upper surface
colors have quite a wide, saft dernarcation. and the pattern isell
features flatter and fewer curves than wsually seen.

Smigath cannon fairings withoul
heavy collars around them,

\ “Cheesa slicer™
IFF anlennas

Early styla
carg infake

Early style elevalor
balance homs k

Dark Sea Grey
Green Medium

Ocean Signal

Grey Yellow Sky
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Spitfire Mk.IXc, MJ845

Wing Commander Harold "Birdie” Bird-Wilson

No. 122 Wing. RAF Hornchurch

www.fundekals.com January 1944

£Z\ Lk
LI\
pl=] 'r.J"'..'I

Smigath cannon fairings withoul
heavy collars around them,

Spitfire: Mk.D{c MJBLS was delivered
on 20 Mewernber 1943 from Castle
Bromwich. It survived the war 1o be
siruck off charge in 1947, It was in
every way a standard looking mid-war
M [Xc. featuring the flat upper cowling,
pole type IFF antenna under the right
wing. lale shyle elevator horns. and the
smaolh, collarless cannon lairings.,

Small teardrop

Ne IFF “cheese slicer”
antennas during this periad.
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oo Spltfll'e MK.VD (serial Unknown)
fu ndeko lS - ) VCS-7 (Cruiser Scouting Squdron 7), US Navy
gy RNAS Lee-on-Solent

www.fundekals.com 6 June 1944

30 gallon slipper Lank
used on aperations,

Wa IFF “cheese slicer”
artennas during this paried.

Dark Sea Grey
Green | Medium

Ocean Signal
Grey I:I Yellow Sky
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f o d k ', Spitfire Mk.IXc, ML350
" Wing Commander John M. Checketts
un e Q S " o ’ Nn_1fz Wing. RAF Manl;t;tn

September 1944

www.fundekals.com

Flat upper cowling

Chacketts's Spitfire Mi.iXc MB350 was built as part of the 3th order fer
Splifire MicVc's dated 10 May 1942, 18 was built a5 a Mk.Dc. and appears
fairly standard for late 1344,

The markings were unremarkable aside from the shadow of the
serial number visible in the Sky fuselage band on each side. We
recommend applying the Black decal and then cverspraying
(zarefully) with mare Sky ta acheve this effect. Mote that the
Irvasion stripes carry up a little higher than the Sea Grey
Mudium belly toward the nose.

Late style
card intake

Lale siyle slevalor
balance horms L

Dark Sea Grey
Green Medium

Ocean Signal
Grey I. Yellow Sky
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Spitfire Mk.XVle, SM343

Flt. Sgt. Cecil J. Zuber
No. 602 “City of Glasgow™ Squadron, RAuxAF
RAF Ludham, March 1945

MEXNTs pewered by Packard Merlin and
had bulged upper cowling from factory.

Spitfire Mk X{Vle was built o the 16th erder
Tor Spitfire Mik215s dated 1 February 1344
Built 35 3 MK.XVie with the Packard Marlin,
she was delvered on 2 MNovember 1944
Surviving the war SM343 was evenlually
struck eff charge In March of 1845,

Again, an absolutely slandard late war
Spitfire in detail and markings.
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Australian Spitfire Wing. RAF Matlaske
March-May 1945

www.fundekals.com

MEXVI's powared by Packard Merlin and
had bulged upper cowling fram faclory.

TBS20 spent cnly bwa menths en
cperations before the end of the
war. and 50 exhibited only the ‘Wing Commander Andrews’s Spitfire XWle TBS20 was part of the
barest minimum wear and lear. 17th erdar for Spitfire MiLD(s signed in April 1944, Shewas buillasa
MEXV] iwith the Packard Marlin and delivered from Castle Bromwich
1o Ma, 9 MU an 21 January 1345, She went 1o 453 Squadron on 2
March 1845, and survived the war until finally struck off charge on 28
April 1947, She was in every way 2 bog standard high back MiCX{Vie.
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