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A/C #1

Shoikd type || Hel, flown by 1st Lt Hideaki Inayama of
87th Sentai 2nd Chutai, Palembang/Sumastra, January
1945,

The marking of this AC s illustrated marry years ago in
ref. 1 and 2, but up to now no photo of this AT &
published, The illustration shows black-grey (very thn 1o
faintty see the metal undemeath) on upper surtace and
NMF lower surface with md spinner and tell Sentai
mark.

¥ had discussion with Mr. Millman (author of Osprey
Aces book, rel. 3), and he informed us of the following;
*Mr. Abe wmole Englsh article on Ist LL Inayamas
azcount of the Palembang battle in 1960 Royal Air
Fome Flying Review magarine. His account describad
his AT as painted ‘Dlack” with bluve marking of hs
Tight* {3rd flight be said, meaning Shotai?),

*Them is a detailed RAF ATAIU report of some B7th
Sentai Ki-44 found at Thedaw strip (satellite of Maiktila

A/C #2

Shoki type Il Kou, flown by Lt Col. Yukiyoshi
Wakamatsu of 85th Sentai 2nd Chutai leader,
Kwangtung AB/China, Summer 1943,

The photo and illustration of this AC s shown in many
books (like rel, 5, 6, 7 and B), but all thess illustrations
are based on that shown in ref 9. The photo in this
article is probably the widest scope of the original photo,
and clearly shows the posilion of middie and right
(smallest) arrow which is not precissly reflected in these
illustrations. Also the solid bar style of lower front mark
in the illustrations = quite strange for B5th Sentai (see
the marking of Commander Safto's AC in LLD4B-008),
Ov. lzawa continued his seanch, but could not find amy
further information or photo of this A/C, so the tail
marking should be reasonably puessed.

A/C #3

Shokl type Il Hed, flown by 246th Sentai 3rd Chutal,
Taisho AB/Osalka, 1944,

Ths & a very wall-kmown AC with its photo (with two
underwing fuel tanks and bomb rack) and Mustration
shown in many books (like ref. 1, 2, 6, 7, 10, 11, 12),
and infwerits the spirt of gaudy marking applied on their
Ki-27. From the tonal similarity with red Hinomanu and
tail markdng, cowl flaps, landing gear cover, fusalage
band and forward edge of tail are judged red, and ail
Hinomans ame on white home defense bands. Spinner
end wing leading edges are yellow, and antiglare panel
in fronl and rear of canopy is black, while canopy and
windshield are NMF.

The 5'n of this AC is 2321, but this does not coincide

A/C #a

Shokd type || Hel, fiown by 246th Sentai 2nd Chutai,
Taisho AB/Osaka, Spring 1945,

The only photo of this AC & shown inref. 1, 2 and 10,
and is illustrated in ref 11 and 12, The photo shows
this AT when It force-landed at Ooi AB (Nawy¥Shizuoka
in the spring of 1945, and cleady shows damage repair
on the lower part of its ruddes. 1t also chearty shows the
two white fuselape bands and red bar on the tail. This
red band was intmoduoced 25 new Sentsl mark after
retuming from the Philippines. s spinner is painted in
Chutal color (in this case 2nd Chutai red color), and
candpyiwindshield in black. | should be noled thal ds
antenna is moved aft of tho canopy.

The caption of the photo in ref. 10 says the number

42 (41

in Burmna) with drawings of AC fuselage. Some AC had
white fuselage band, but some had colored diagonal
fuselage band (probably indicating leader AXC), As 1st
L1, Inmyama balonged to 2nd Chutal (not Chutal leader)
whose color is red, we am much purzied with his
account of "bDlue” markang. As the photo in ref, 4 clearty
shows white fusslags band (to show operation outside
homeland), we were skeptical of the non-existence of
white band in ilustration in el 1 and 2, and finally

agread to Mr Millmams inlirpretaton of blue diagonal
fuselage band.

It is always claimed that this A'C camied #25 on its
landing gear cowver, bul its color differs between ref, ]
and 2. We chose that shown in mf. 1. The Sental
emblemn symbolizes the balloon of wind god.

We do not know much about the camer of lst Lt
Ineryama except the fact that he made 4 sorties on
January 24th 1945 battie above Palembang, lhved
thmough the war, and jomed JASDF as Major.

The photo in rel. 9 clearty shows (1) smallest armow
head does not fouch on the edpe of udder and (2) top
of middie amow s slightly below the tail light panal,
Taking into consideration of Commander Saltos AC
marking, we ane confident that this tall mark s Sripe
arow head" mark shown in this decal.

The red fuselage band is akso soen on other AT of this

with the Ammy's recond of producing 426 type || Hei from
sin 1750. This difference indicates more type [1-Hei
prodisced, or some type [-Kow was modified o type Il-
Hei.

When this unit moved to Philippines in November 1944
all colorful markings were removed ewcept Sental
emblerm on tall. But they lost most of the pilots and AT

on the landing gear cover is "58°, but on magnification
(BOO%) we could cleardy see the vertical bar exdending
bedow the middie horizontal bar, indicating that it s
"B, and "6" is a bit smaller than *8°, Both the numerats
had black shadow, and the gear cover is much darker
than the numorats. These finding indicate the landing
gear cover is similarty marked as AT #3,

Sentai, and s spinner 5 quite probably ed, as he &
called “red-nosed leader’ among his Sental members.
Thiz red spinner & also camed by his later A/C [Shoki
and Hayate (LLD 4B-031)).

LL Col. Yakamatsy was a member of 85th Sentall from
1941, and scored more than 18 kills (all fighters, at
least 9 P-5ls), but was KIA on Decernber 18, 1944
near Wuchang.

in one month in Philippines, and retumed fo Taisho
ABCsaka to switch o Hayate,

The meaning of two fussage white bands & nol known,
but if it signifies Chutai leader, this AC might be flown
by the then 2nd Chutsi leader, Capt. Toshio Minarmi.
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Special thanks to Mr. Nicholas Millman for the information on Inayama's Shoki.
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