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AlM-120B/C AMRAAM

AMRAAM is a supersonic, air launched, aerial
intercept, guided missile employing active radar
target tracking, proportional navigation guidance,
and active Fiadlu Frequency (RF) target detection. It

e i-active, and inertial navigational
methods of qmd'm- to provide an autonomous
launch and leave capability against single and
multiple targets in all environments,

The AMRAAM weighs 340 p-uunu:l :m-:l uses
advanced solid-fuel rocket mo

of Mach 4 and a range in exc s, In |ur‘|~_‘]-
range engagements AMRAAM h s for lhc- target
using inertial guidance and receivas updated target
information via data link from the launch aircraft. It
transitions to a self-guiding terminal mode when the
target is within range of its own monopulse radar set
The AIM-120 also has a "home-on-jam” guida
mode to counter electronic jamming. With its
sophisticated avionics, high closing speed, and
excellent end-game maneuverabilit

ascapea from AMR# B

an active-radar

pound hlqh ax

using its own ar, freeing the launch aircraft to
engage other targets.

The AIM-120 grew out of a joint agreement, no longer
in effect, among the United States and several NATO
nations to develop air-to-air missiles and to share the
production D . The AMRAAM program was
established as a result of Joint Service Operalional
Requirement for an Advanced Alr t-.:- Air Tactical
Missile needed in the

AMRAAM program began E:
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AMRAAM is managed as a joint Air Force and Navy
program. The Air Force, as execulive service,
established a Joint System Program Office (JS
at Air Force Material Command/Aeronautics
ystems Center, Eglin Air Force Base, Fort Walton
h, Florida. The JSPO is headed by the Air Force
y for AMRAAM (Code ASC/YA) and the Navy
AMRAAM Program Manager, Air (PMAZG6E).
AMEAAM is currently in rhn Produc
Fielding/Deployment and Operational .::uppﬁrt
Phase of the Weapon System Acquisition Process
Air Force Initial Operating Capability (10C) was
declared in September 1991. Mavy 10C was
completed in September 1

AIM-120B and AIM-120C versions are currently in

production, the latter with smaller control surfaces to

permit |nr"n:-.3.;ed |nIE-rr|3I -L.arrlagn-' capability in the F-
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