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Trainbuster extraordinaire...

... Harrison Taylor “Moose™ Mossip, who had been awarded the DFC
for his earlier exploits on Typhoans with No.| Squadron, later flew 2
number of successful sorties in Typhoon 1B MPI9T a3 2 member of 245
Squadron. This Canadian pilot's aggressive spirit is beat illustrated by
sniippets fram his lag book detailing MPI97 sorties:

* 19 Movesmber | 044 — led 2n armed recee and claimed |x barge
damaged, Ix train, Ix faciory, and Ix town (yes, these [ast two are
verbatim from the logbook entry for his first MPI97 sortie!)

* Interspersed with ether aircraft, he flew “Sharky™ again on 3, 30,
and 3| December 1944, 13 January, 6, 14, and 16 February 1945
variously on armed recee or R/P practice sorties.

= For ane of the two 14 February missions in this aireralt the logbook
eniry refers 1o a locomotive destroyed and an en passan squirt of
cannon fire at an Helé2 with mo result recorded.

Mossip was lost on T Harch in Typhoon [P336. The sortie was an
armed recce to the Paderborn area. After destraying one train and
damaging another be was abserved 1o have hit high tension cables 12
miles S/ of Hamm and subsequently reported MIA,

Sharky in all et glory at Warmwell Armament
Practice Camp in June of 1945, resplendent in 245
Squadron’s blue and white livery of the period.
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The Lone (?) Sharkmouth Typhoon

It seems very odd that the popular sharkmouth motil has, according
1o the current photographic record, adarned anly one Hawier
Typhoon. With its huge radeator and nese shape, the rype seems
eminently suited to such embellishment.

During the work-up for this special edition decal set, noted
researcher | author Chris Thomas and | exchanged some banter on
the coleur of the open portion of the mouth marking. Without colour
phetos at hand to settle the issue | thought it woald be prudent to
present bath of sur conelusions herein. Chiris makes 2 pood case for 2
o wiz™ treatment, while | went for a shightly mare (lamboyant
possibility. (Mamaely the choice will be up 16 you, the modeler, I'm
sure | speak far both Chris and myself in saying that | am loaking
forward to seeing the yay/nay results show up on scabe model exhibit
tables and forums in the coming months (and years?).

Irs thie meantime will same genuine genius finally figure out how to
derive exact ¢odour conclusions — not mere interpretations — directly
Trom grayscale still imapes? It seems highly unkikely, For now it
seems necessary to keep the black and often dublous art of photo
interpretation in our historscal scale modeler’s collective tool box.
With this in mind | hope you enjoy, without 1o much amsiety, what
wit present here.
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erww buch B Geoll Muphy | Cirey under surfaces as devailed in most kit paincing snsaucions. Yellow wing LF seripes were also standard. The 2 TAF S b i Mo inclsded
in adding ta the keewi: cra Might sprinners sould have boen common 1o bath up until at least caly May of 1945, The formerly Sky rear fuslage i i LR 0.

rdpe base of Typhoon |h:.rht wis overpanied with camouflige colours for the period wihsen both sets of nurkings fearured inthas sex were applica blue painted spinner, inner main gear doors, and
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Appear comrtony o [levy Theman £ J00F
Thas decal et was denigned aroand the follownag kits, wizh sonse Becal eloments adjuaed 1o sus cach:

& MM ke @ CVI2037 0 1732 scale.

L] "hq;.l.n'.\ kg & LY {aiih n'h.h“rn,all.lﬂ-_] i 148 scale, The PGy u]wa!r frarts are olferal h:r Uhracast,

* Acadenny kit #litd (with modificatson) in 1/72 scalle. The link from the kit rumber goes 0o an in-depth build
armcle, Ohg, alvormasely, bere’ aa amicle dhowang s "I-'rmpm tailed "T:- p1|l.u|l alreadv banly in 1772 sealle,

Favls abso offers a complese conversion / upgrade sex for the 172 scale Academy k..

researchers tuch as (i | P90 The upper plan vicw shown bere should be considernd 8 nepresentative. Minor vanations were comnson. As with many mrﬁ; l-'ﬂ;“ll‘-pfjp"ﬂﬁjl edge of spimacy buckplus
n i e i of cair bygone-era modelling subjects, fillling im the blanks for the pars of the scheme not ver discovered in photographs R0 MIREC I8 W
> ronani an exercnie of discoriment-informed smieic licenas, | '1lllll.ﬂiﬂjn: the schermies of ancralt with close serak nliae;hl

MPI9T | MR=* U, 145 Squadron June 1945

e useful, aloag with some knowdedige of the standlards amd variations of the day**. As always, check vour references!

For tamber maeni os Trphooa conlipurstions and uurl\..'-m.p {wﬁiﬂy!hrw;h I'H_‘:];pl;n.t Feler 1o e cxeellem areche im Modd
Marcralft Monthly Volume & No.? of July 2009 by Ches Thomas. IF you don't have it, the publisher may still have back issues at
hltp..n WO il Jlilﬂu'i,:|| Tramcw Imaim --ul._l.h'lm

A Cioogle search with the abowve sathor’s nanse end the sircraft name entered may also reveal a few great books on the subject.

Fer msare on Canadian Typhoon icens and persomalitics there is the thorough CANAY Books title Typhoon and Tempest by
Hugh Halliday. The pubdisher soll has a few left at 2 grem price... . hapy ' wwsowcansybocke com Pubdcaions Typhoonind Tempes,
**Indond 4 woarbhench rewiance on the canseudlage, mmarkings and ordrance oa 2 TAF secral, imchuding the Typhoont Follow tha link vodunse, .

it erww anron ook Ind: TacscalAipeFoece-Camooflage/ dp 19068557011

More: If you are vicwsng it a5 o FOF on-soreen istead of the paper bardoopy, fesl Bover your mowe (err oo
she kit o Dok deserspuron. Ay ek sl sl the crrsar el you houhd be sbie #9 go i the appropriate toeb page.
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and Potisi, fran

/L Cooolf Murphy {leit) and S/1. Tony Pweighengk with Sharky circs Apeil 145,

From a maddmg point of view the smount of weatheonrg and woear is of wteret, Behind the dirt sl grame sons:
s of the sharlomacth deign = pamicularly the reeth = are weanng awy:, even wo the eent char rver lines seem
to b wibratod ehieir weay ehronigh! Whar thin author pusponts i be nod paim {soc Tiphoon MPIST Sharkraoah-
ey righe) appears o have wom dowm o underhving came in gpors. And the came isclf hus weomn 1w neel
ot the bead ing adige of the intle I, Green the amount of seathering and seva the marking seoms g have bom
oy the aineraht foe 1 while. However, we have no comonese evidence cof s exbaence ra this phoograph's dare. Asthe
BLAM artick supgerds, the application of the sharky deagn nas hkdy instigaiod by the ageresace Mosap before bes
uncimely dexch in che previcas month. 5o it s not ouetde of reawon soimagine {or perhapr even sssome?) tha =
s poart i carky 145 Mossap, *macath and MIF197 were all sogether in the s at the same tinse over enceny ter-
ritory amx king factories, rrains, wad enotor ranspon.

Typhoon MPI®T Sharkmouth-eology?

I s Juby 1009 Madel Korali Monahly (HAM) article, author (s Thomas
pomibed aut the contentioe natute of imerpretng celowrs Tran monechreme
images, In mvy epmion he i oy corvect in this. Nosethelms, if what i
Imawn abaut thee schermes and maricings of the era, wad how they were applied,
1t combined with 2 little knawledge of the materialy aod proceises uied 18
recned them photographically, then seme befinvealile best gueise can e made,

Typhoon MPI9T in 1945

The magarme artice offers an entirely logical insbrpretation of the sharkmeuth
mawrking baued an sound rexening — white and black lips with whine weeth o
an atherwiie camiullage-coloured chis intake. Oae of the Batures that sappects
thii parsicular Beit gueis i wen 0 both fhe phota at left asd m sur cover
pvena: The demarcation koe bevwe te spper atsd kwer Camo colears emain
beneath the seeth o the kwer Sarward curve of the imtake. With this 16l
wigibyle, it seem bogaial o conclude that there is only the ondertping cama
codeurs, ad 8o red paied a0 34, in the epesed mouth pan of the desge. The
lea that cosideration would have been groen oo the consgicaity-eahanting,
cangullagr-compromising aspects ol vk 3 Large pasch of red i ofered up 312
wpperfeg lagical astumption. Seerss reddenabie. .

Hemevre, imaging {ubesh, that woe ) that the artisan wha applied the design 1o
the gircralt decded o by dosr c ned i) The xisting derarcation eay
bt provided 3 atvenest lorwer eddge lor the, the marking's first passt eolor.
Haing blacoed it out in shis tagisn, che white — 1he next large area of
cantinuoe ool — woahl have [o!lewnd and tien finally the black o seaty
H:H'ﬂﬁiﬂi'ﬁﬂ1ulh Eh'lthq Ful’uﬁ-wangn-
peaianer for mort tham 3 lew prart in my divtant pouth, 1 belae | would's
appreached it in this manser. Tha i, prelersieg m paint the mech design
additroely rather than wlmtﬁl'llp

Irecygiver e thear e exoemt of the dhsign may hawe changed, 11 armistic
erdeavours ofon da, while painting wat in progreis. For the 1ake of arqunes
{arry Chs, | meant “dncwison”, ..) bt's seppene that che erigisal idea calied
T tht lovwrer fip anad dpoth pow oo eesd againg he intzker Ep abivt 1he came
dertuarcation irst, bat charged en a whim o peer iuggesticn 1omewhere
bervween ed 2nd white! Coubd this be the reasen why the upper | lower
demmargation is 1611 thowding!

Enough about silly sign-painters. ..

<o hat adean aalind

Noe o the yellow prop blade tp renders relutively dask in this image a1 b,
indiating the |ikelibood that the phote wai shot on artbochromatic regative
reaitenial, |F sa, then adher warm cobowrs {10, red, whick is rypacally warmer)
worghd regivter dark (the warmer, the darker, 21  geceral rule) in the same
image. A wbshe canal vanation is discereable both wishin and sutiide ol the

mauth in chis phote. Thiy diference it alse memmureable as demonwraned in the
chese-up and cagtien bebow. o it the mosth red? Or 15 the eriginal came leh
ustouched? Or muyter che Dark Geven within the moech has bees refaished?

Compared 10 this, conuder the dillerent kind of 1onal relacaaship cagiured »
the Meoe Banrt photon. elurwhere i thil package. If the dlfereace betweea the
Dll Reef ard Befloew ol the nasionad markings, combsrved with their lighter
ervbiall emality, ane saythisg oo go by, then the ROAF shaographer likely wsed 2
panchromatac negative material. Long stoey short, panchromatic image yield 2
choser-1e-realiy tenal range (dark o dark, Fght is Gight iespeciioe of oaleur
pemperature]. Here the [ark Geeen and (what | purpert o be) Bright Fed (For
sorely ibe ariide wosld net have wied bland Dull Redf) came closer in fom,

... what sbout surface thees?

Whea eeamining the 38 front Bunt phate (ue cover-page] an ey high
resolution an screen, & dilference in wisoe relbectance can be sbierved between
the darkoer parsy. of the sharkmauth deign and the wreusding cama pasnt, Thiy
nece may even be visbl in grine Oily grime sorwithizarding, chis suggests a
dillerente in the pusted wilstss; beuih-paieted mouth aeer iprayed came
perhiaps! When zpaming in wery chost | can abio coviece mysell shan there are
bruth marics peesent. Especially in the lack lip dements, bet 1o 2 lesier degree
10 1kt pper macth elenent [where thnter, better bewelbng paist may huwe been
wried ).

Yeah, yeah, whatever...

oo 90 whal was fhat about camcullage compranine!

ure, this makes for a vald asgument agami the maw being eed, Esprcially il
lesgat is eranked up oo full @rength. Hewever, with logic puthed 3 otk oa the
side and 2 madacum of hatonical preondent mirefiooed, poader theie question;
1) Frior ro tbe advenr of modern day low-vir grey paind sehemer, wiat
percentage of sharkmost-sadowed aperarmna caodar serrall have aerwally
Lacked red a5 part of the design” Think 117 Squwadron RAF, 14T} Sqsadram RCAF,
e Lisfrwaffe's ST, aond whe AW /20 FG i rhe wase.

1) o davk crmonllage, woulde's the confrass wnpanted by those boge white
Tfeerth and Gias be rie afnimaie camoallape compromine”

Well yes, but...

- what abomt sy madel?

Remember that ol modeler’s aion check per refernces? Ferhap when Eaond
wath subijecti. smch as old Sharky bere, we thould 264 10 than .. “apply lagic
(bt only where: appropriase!), wse availabie sechnalagy (Fhatobop in this
case, mix in 2 lintle hiswerical prevedent (hey, loak"a all of thaw previeus
karkmeutha!) and thea, jest bebore the pamt biti the plaite, extrapolate a5
imtuitively 25 posible.”

Using the sampling vool found in neodern image editing sofvware
(Psneosksop i this case), the gravseale value of 1 Jx pisel sample
wax read dead centre within the approaimately 42 paxel dismener
circles plotted in the close-up. The sample circle bocations were
chosen for the similarity of their planes relacive 1o the lighs
soiarce, thus reducing the posaibility of & large variance in shud
oewrm arsd Bighlighes, Cane was alio when 1o svold wha seened 10
be heavily sailed areas, The resules were 73% at 1, 73% at I, 70%
an ¥ and 4, 64% at 5, 58% av b, and 59% at 7. The dark lip ranges
from M% o 87% in ics darkest mon-shadow-influenced spots,
with e aniafluenced hlack being 100% of course.
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5a or 5b* this peaician

both sades

WL SAINE [sIEIC B
fas "C" on MPI97 |

% Tihis aircraf1's sevial nnrmleer may barve leen SWS6E Wote that 2 cammanly soen
sryles of “W° haoe been swpplied = ome wark the SWH60 string and the other wick the
SWTRRD srreag, Yo ey Baoe ﬂ:_,ljli-‘fqur r{_,';:'r'u; wees o derermine wlach i mosd eovrect

wopical hileer housing

M8 Tl eode and roundel presensasion an the opponte sde of the fuselage would
Uekeely herve been aligned as shown for this side and followed the right-reading farma
a3 shown an M7, even thougly the character shapes and proportaons were different

NB: AN wotes, srardard
rmarkings decals ity ding
arrframe stemal dera, and
dnt scheme fforonarion i
rive e as those for
MPIST exceps where
changes are shote Iere

= comhigurstson similar o MP197 weirh the followang EXOEP s,
= Senall brass-coloured static vene (R/H side mid-Tusclage) is present.
= Unsder fusclage l:rt1]-'9.u| air filber was EY |=kl.'|:|' preseiil.

SWAA0* [ MR+Z, 245 Squadron, April 1945

Typhoon SW460* — friend of Sharky

Typhoon bissarian Cbrit Thomay has Bad persenal corvespondence with Geell Murphy o
this sulyect, but kadly the abrolone identity of his 245 Squadron moust could not be
nailed down. Ondy the code, which was reoarded ia the plot’s lagboak, i known for
certain, Inbeed, i 18 corroborated by thews wosdertel phates.

Bt SWRHD mad IWSE0 ware with the squadion at the same time and afier cancelling
ol other pasibiltes (Chris's evead dilipest reiearch |, the candidane har bas earmowed m
et e hem, e o adds chat, if i were his ovn model project, be would o with
TWAED, Given i prslound knowledpe of the ubjeos | waudas Besitate va follow it

Lamrﬂm-f'.trhl.m.’qn'lpi'mn l.r-dfﬁ:.rl;rmm !lispl&mﬂl‘ntﬁm
the came time, I you're 10 inclined, baeng these e sittisg side by side ina 2 TAF
recket-arming derama weold make ler u nice study in the fisith and markisgs vanatioss
ol contersparaseeu iquadron mates, bmagine, the oler HRL* U with ber somewiad tired
paincerl, 1t refiviging aod peeth-enbillnbed maw sitrieg nes 10 the miy slighdy
griney MBe L with ber usiformily feachered upper Cameufige demarcutions, raller code
letaers 2nd quaint persoral 2t In B, hume 2 lok at e paistwork on the rudder and
1ail ol the Fyphoon viming rear o MR =1 in the phote on the far right. .. hay thiy derama
abready hapgesed in 1] scale?

Mate the stacks ol HE rodor Beads and wparate recker bodies wacked an 2 safe dstance
o the badkground, preparatery e kuding on it
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* purr: coarrlery of L Geall M,

Phavan i page amd bareans oy
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Fil, Gt Murrply anad
serounsl crew: puosing; for the
canwrawitha !m.'rl]:u fnnhod
'?'.epl'r.nr Breesees. ™ The plain
sl emambser sty she Lt
mumeral of which is vidhle 2
ek, it hak this i
was likely pakien proe 1o 245
Sapaadnon’s posrear marking
change.

Jurx hehing the one orewman's
wrhie s the atic o mod
that sarial o show: up on Late-
Tl Tvpbsoncars. Tt is absr
cearky vislde m the photo
hckerwe, R now e b i
ook, it shoubd be casy
enamagch o sorachbasld. . 5
very thin psece of styrene sheet
with s hiode poskeed in s cenee
waonikd o the mick.

"The posstion and character of
the persceud nurking is shown
el efffoct in both phosos
T, Ak ot B e
Coean Girey camao paint and
markings YVellow regiser pcae-
by the same oomne iy theese phao-
vow, g ehe = 24 VOLTS"
Erciption (hetween cockpat
sill sl winyg Pt ey shown

dhiappear.
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