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A/C #1

P-47D-11-RE, 42-75429, flown by 1st. Lt
Frank Qiler, 7T8FG, 84FS, Duwdord, summer,
1844,

“Eileen® is one of the most fabulously
marked P47 of 78FG. This is its razorback
version, and A/C #2 is the later bubble-top
version. This A/C is camouflaged in the
standard OD/NG with black/white nose
checker of TBFG.

A total 5§ photos of this A/C is shown in ref.
1~3, but no starboard side photo is known.
The overall photo in ref. 2 clearly shows (1)
the remnant of invasion stripes on lower
fuselage and the landing gear cover. and (2)
rather light lower rudder (lighter than NG). We
could not find any document what is this light
color, but probably light gray. Underwing
pylon is also lighter than NG, and probably
white or NMF. Style of code letter S is not
typical, and probably hand applied.

Close-up photo of the nose art in ref. 3 clearly

A/C #2

P-47D-28-RA, 42-28878, flown by 1st Lt
Frank Oiler, 78FG, BAFS, Duxiord, Sept.
1544,

This is the second “Eileen® of Lt. Oiler, but
the bee mark and Eileen are slightly different
from A/C #1. A total of 3 photos are shown in
rel. 2 to 5, but no starboard side photo is
known. It is very often claimed thal upper
surface is camouflaged in RAF Dark Green,
and lower surface in Sky, but color photos of
P-47 of this group strongly indicates lower
surface is not Sky but probably RAF Sky
Gray or Sky Blue. Nose is painted in TBFG
checker marking, and rudder is probably
painted in black (B4FS color). Antenna is
relatively light, and probably gray. Invasion
stripe is retained on lower fuselage, but
stripes on wing and landing gear cover are
completely removed. Gun port panel is
painted in the middle hue between DG and

A/C #3
P47D-30-RA, 44-33219, pilot unknown,
ATFG,

4D4FS, post VE day, Kitzingen/
Garmany.

Thera are two photos of this A/C in ref. 6 and
7, and two illustrations in ref. 8 and 9. It is
finished in NMF, and OD antiglare is also
applied behind the cancpy.

The photo of ref. 7 is captionad to be taken
on Kitzingan AB by S509FS5/405FG members,
and shows 405FG group marking on the tail
tip of the A/C behind, but neither 404FS nor
S09FS officially stationed in Kitzingen.

A/C code is stencil type, but s/n is not. Red
nose is the squadron color, and cowl flaps
and rudder trim tab marking in white/blue
band prevailed after VE day. Spinner is also
red. “Always Marge!® is rather light in color,
but still slightty darker than white cowl flaps.

48-045

shows (1) every detall of the bee and
guniclub, (2) small light spots on bee wings,
and (3) red shadow of “Eileen” which touches
the bee trunk.

This A/C was later transferred to 56FG, and
changed the cowling marking as red nose

87, 88 &89

Sky Blua, and might ba NMF.

Though we could not find any close-up
photo of the art and Eileen, the photos
clearty show slightly differant details of bea
markflight spots on bee wings, and tha
position of “Eilean® slightly apart from the
bee mark. It is difficult to judge whether
“Eileen” has any shadow (as with A/C #1) or
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Besides some color photo of this Squadron
in Germany shows yellow letter on red nose,
50 “Always Marge!® should also be yellow.
Wing guns are covered to prevent dust.

Republic P-47D
Thunderbolt Part 7

while still retaining bee mark. But its assigned
pilot or AJC code is not known,

Lt. Qiler joined TBFG soon after D-Day, but did
not record any aeral or ground kills with
P-47s. He finally achieved 1 aerial victory and
2 ground kills with his P-51.

115 (116)

not. Pholo of rel. 4 does not indicate any
shadow or outline (while black outline of bee
trunk is clearly visible). The photo of ref. 5
seems to indicate some dark outline on
“Elleen”, but such outline is also observed
on A/C code, so we judged this is the artifact
of printing, and “Eileen® does nol have any
shadow or outline,

Thera is some dark panel on the wing root,
but its color is not known. OD color is our
best guess, but red is still possible. Antenna
seems 1o be paintad in OD.
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