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=} L] AT THE TIME, THE JETS WERE LIMITED TO NON-PGM BOMBS.
MK.B3 e 100 WAS LDADED UP TO BE THE FIRST FLEET DROP OF FOUR

TTD FuseE MkE4 Z000LE BOMBS BUT A FLIGHT CONTROL ISSUE ON
PREFLIGHT PREVENTED THE HOP. THE HONOR WOULD GO TO
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—. TO CELEBRATE THE 25TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE F-14 TOMCAT,

GRUMMAN PAINTED UP 101 IN A COMMEMORATIVE RETRO
PAINT SCHEME AFTER IT'S FACTORY OVERHAUL. PERHAPS THE
FIRST OF THE 'RETRO" SCHEMES THAT BECAME POPULAR IN THE L
LATER YEARS OF THE F-14. 101 REMAINED THIS WAY THROUGH THE

1998 WESTPAC, ALTHOUGH IT WEATHERED HEAVILY AND HAD SEVERAL
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THESE WERE THE ONLY TOPSIDE STENCILS.
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] WHEN PAINTED, 100 WAS A STANDARD D, AND DNLY
CLEARED FOR UNGUIDED A-G. IN LATE 97 AND I s . | = ' :
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- 101 CAME OUT OF THE PAINT BARN WITH ALL WHILE

MISSILE RAILS. SPARROW OM THE RIGHT, PHDENIX ON THE LEFT.
AFTER VF-2 UPGRADED TO LANTIRN, BEFORE THEIR 1998 crRuIsE, F-140 BUNO 153630
THEY DID PAINT A RAIL WHITE BUT A STANDARD Fs36375WAS  YF-2 BULLET 10l

MOSTLY SEEN ON mLf,uR |AMES MCALOON TOMCAT 25TH ANNIVERSARY
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ALSO INSIDE OF TUNNEL — 55 i
INSIDE OF STRAKES WERE WHITE =~ F<4B BUNDO 163225

VF-i02 DIAMONDBACKS 102
OEF OCT 200KJUNE 2002
VF-102 and CVW-1 arrived on station 15 Oct 2001. That night VF-102 flew their first combat mission of
Operation Enduring Freedom. Between OCT 01 and March 02, VF-102 would drop a staggering 450,0001bs
of ordnance according to squadron records and more flight time (5000+hrs) that any other Tomcat unit in OEF.
They participated in operations at “Tora Bora', ‘Tarin Kowt'(where DFCs were awarded) and Anaconda.
VF-102 started their OEF campaign as the ‘night’ carrier taking over from VF-41/CVW-8 and would fly every
type of mission then used: Fixed Strike, CAS (often with special operations forces), FAC-A, SCAR, TARPS,
kill box patrol, strafing runs and more. The predominate loadout was as a ‘quad’ bomber usually carrying
4 GBU-12s. As less targets were being struck, VF-102 switched to 2 GBU-12 / 2 Mk83s in that recovering
aboard the carrier with 4 GBU's was not possible. Mk83s were used as marker bombs, against troops in the
open and relatively stationary targers. GBU-12s were the bomb of choice as VF-102 did not have [DAM
capability. They did however laze a considerable number of LMAVs and LGBs from other strikers.
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A MIX OF 2 GEU-12 AND GBU-33, 2 GEU-12 AND fﬁ-ﬁ?"'
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—— ———— {64600 SPENT TIME CONFIGURED AS A TARPS JET IN OEF AND THE
LANTIRN PODS ARE A MIX  grpet TWO DAYS OF OIF. IT DID SEE A VARIETY OF LOADOUTS IN COMBAT.

e o sk OF3BLIBAND 36375 GBU-31, GBU-12, GBU-16 AMONG OTHER WEAPONS WERE POSSIBLE AND F-14D BANDWAGON 101
IF MODELING 101 IN DEC 05 BY THE END OF CRUISE 101 HAD 9 BEOME DROPS, THOUGH THESE MISSION
P MARKERS WERE ADDED ALONG WITH A PAINT SCHEME CHANGE ON THE way HoMe. BUNO 164603
EARLY CRUISE HAD 3-TONE P et s v VF-31 FLEW A COMBINED 585 COMBAT SORTIES AND DROPPED ALMOST 250 LAST TOMCAT CRUISE
CNAL PHOENIX. BY JAN IT et OF A VARIETY OF LGE, GBU-31 JDAM AND Mk82 BOMBS. e :
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BAT YELLOW SHADOW ON LTC ONLY —————  LOADOUTS FOR VF-31 OVER IRAQ MOST COMMONLY WERE
WHEN VE-31 REPAINTED THEIR JETS FROM THE 1 GBU-12 X 1 GBEU-28 OR 2 GBU-38. ALSO CARRIED WOULD F-14D BANDWAGON 100
DATA BOXES AND SHADOWING ALL CHANGED WITH THE FORWARD TWO PHOENIX AND BOMB RAILS, THOUGH A APRIL-SEPTEMBER 06

FEW DID FLY WITH ALL FOUR RAILS, IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT SR
BOTH THE ATM-54 PHOENIX AND TARPS SYSTEMS HAD BEEN RETIRED SUNSE
FROM THE INVENTORY WELL PRIOR TO THIS CRUISE.
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F-14D BANDWAGON 101
BUNO 164600
OEF/OIF 10 MONTH CRUISE
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NATIONAL INSIGNIA ON BOTH SIOES OF
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F-14D) BANDWAGON 101 — |
VF-31 WAS PART OF THE LONGEST CRULSE IN 30 YEARS SPANNING THE

BUNO 164603 BETTER PART OF 10 MONTHS, MOST OF IT SPENT AT SEA. DURING THAT
LAST TOMCAT CRUISE  TIME VF-31 PARTICIPATED IN BOTH OPERATION ENDURING FREEDOM AND
OCT 2005 - MAR 2006  OPERATION IRAQI FREEDOM. THIS TIME ALSO SAW THE IMPLEMENTATION

OF THE GEU-31 2000LBS JDAM THAT BECAME INSTRUMENTAL IN THE
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FOR A BRIEF PERIOD AFTER CRUISE, BEFORE RECEIVING A FULL
RE-PAINT, THE AWARDS SEEN ON THE 'SUNSET' VERSION OF 164603
WERE APPLIED TO 101 AS SEEN HERE. (APPLY MARKINGS TO BOTH

u, OPENING PHASES OF OIF.
Qi‘\ EARLY CRUISE MID-LATE CRUISE
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THE HISTORIC LAST TOMCAT CRUISE MARKED NEW FIRSTS FOR
THE TOMCAT - THE INTRODUCTION OF THE GEU-38 500LB GPS
JDAM AND LATER IM CRUISE, THE ROVER TARGETING SYSTEM.
VF-31 WOULD MAKE GOOD USE OF THE GBU-38 AND IT WAS
LOADED MOST OF THE TIME.
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