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Limited Eition! “Big Beautiful Doll”” Special

Marking #1

Maj. John D. Landers,
38rh FS, 55th FG.

" :'| Lt Col. John D). Landers,
— = G0, 357th FG.
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Col. John D. Landers,
C.0. 3615t FG.

Recommended kits: Tamiya or Revell P-51D
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“’Big Beautiful Doll”” special

This decal features only two P-51s flown by John Dave
Lancers in BAF, but shows a total of 6 colortul markings that
he applied to his AC during his sandce with four FGs.

John D. Landers halled from  JosheaTexas  (not
Wilson/Oklahoma), and onfisted in Apdl 1941, He got winga
a few days after Pearl Harbor, and In January 1942 hio went
to DarnindAustralin to senve with 9FS/45FG. He scored 6
victories there, returned to States as flight instructor, and
joined 3BFS/ESFG In Aprdl 1944, He became Acting
Commancer of 357FG for a bref perod, and retumed 1o

P-51D-5-NA 44-13923

Marking #1

Flewn by Major John . Landers, Commander of 38FS/
S55FG, Wormingford/England, August 5, 1944,

Landers joined 38FS as commender In April 1944, and
scored 4 kills with P-38 (probably P-38J, 43-28341, CE-0,
“Texaz Langhom”), and then transitioned 1o this P-51 on July
4, 1344, There iz a color photo of this A/C (taken on August
&th) in ref. 1, and three more biw phatos in ref. 2~ 5. These
photos indicates that Initially back mimor wag instaliad, and
imasion siripes were remaining on lower fuselage and
wings (red. 2), but later photos (ref. 1. 3™ 5) show back
mimor and imvasion stripes on wings were removed, while
lower fuselage invasion stripes seems to be ramaining (rel.
4}, This decal depicts the last state with 14 kill marks and no
back mirror, "Big Beautiful Doll” iz applied on both sides of
the nose, and the photo in ref. & shows the first quotation
mark was apphed on a white backgroursd In & green square,
Upper tail and antenna seams o be pamted in 00, and s/n
on tafd was painted aver, as with marry other 556FG P-51s.
This AC Is usually claimed as 44-13823, but ref. 4 shows
Mr. Tod Darnick’s anakysis of the onginal color phato (ref. 1)

P-51D-20-NA 44-72218

Markings #3 and #4
Flown by L. Col. John D. Landers, Commander of T8FG,

Dudord/England, March and April 1845,

After staleside leave in December o February 1945, he took
command of T8FE from February 22 lo June 28, 1945,
Initially {(Marking #3) 21 kil marks were applled below
canopy, and &N was apphed over to the rudder [ref. 2,
8°12). The fhuselage national insignia was namal type,
Clasa examination of the phato of ref. 11 shows that WZ is
outlined in yellow, tha same color as that of tha name plate
of canopy. Artenna mast was painted in red

Al later stage (Marking #4) s/n was ro-applied entiraly on
the vertical tail (ref. 13), and the fuselage national insigria is
gray shaded as with many TBFG P-518. This photo @ rel. 13
clearty shows "Big Beautiful Doli™ was also applied on the
right side, which should be true with Marking 3. Ancther
photo {once shown on a-bay) clearty shows veliow outline
o coda letlers, and 27.5 kil mars. Al this stage thera ia no
red trimn on OD anti-glane paint.

Marking #5

Flown by Cof. John D. Landers, Commander of T8FG,
Dudord/England, May to Juna 1945,

Whin Landers was promoled lo Colenal in May 1045, he
changed the color of the name plate on canopy frame and
outfing of fusslage code to red. Fuselage national insignia

States again as Instructor. He came back 10 BAF again in
February 1945 as Commander of 78FG till VE day. He then
assumed command of 361FG to prepare for combat with
Japan, but returned to States after V) day. He died on
Septernber 12, 1933 from complications during surgery,

Ha seomd nat only 14.5 victories - B with P-40 (9FS), 4 with
P-38 [38FS) and 4.5 with P-51 (1 with 357FG and 2.5 with
TBFG) - and ona camaged in the alr, but alss 20 EA
destroyed on the ground.

wiblock treaded main wheels

that its &/n Is 44-13923.
Ha took this AC to 357FG along with his 5/Sgt. Bergrman in
October 1944 {raf. 2, 4).

Marking #2

Flewn by Lt Col, John D. Landers, Acting Commander of
357FG, Letston/England, Novemoer o December 1944,
Landers was promoted to Lt Col, and assumed Acting
Commander position of 357FG for a short pariod (Oct. 11,
1844 ™~ December 2, 1944), while Cod, Inwin Dregne was on
stateside leave. Rafarence 4 shows one photo of this AIC
taken soon afler moving to 357FG (note the number of kil
mark is the same as Marking #1). 0D paint on the tai was
removed, but no afn is visible. Very probably ain was
applied later. Another photo in ref. 2, 6 and 7 shows 17 kil
marks. Probably this is the later stage of this marking. “Big
Beautiful Doll" on right should have bean retalned.  Accord-
ing o ref, 8, this AC was lost in a mid-alr collislon with
another P-51, killing K3 pilot L. Wendell Hebig, on Decem-
ber 24, 1944 dyring an escor mission o Babenhausen/
Germarry. Tha name of the A/C was st "Big Beautiful Dall®

widlamond treaded main whesals

was retumed to the nomal type. Further decoration applied
to this final costume in T8FG are (1) red paint on rear
spanner, air intake and OD anti-glare panal, (2) addition of
by checkar on wingtip with red trim, (3) black paint on the
tip af vertical and horizantal fin with red trim to these as wedl
as o black rudder, and {4) application of code letter on
lower left wing after VE day. (Rel. 3, 6, 7, 10, 13~18)

Marking #8

Flown by Col. John D. Landers, Commander of 361FG, Lithe
Walden/England, July 1845,

Col. Landers was assigned to Commander of 361FG an
June 28, 1945, whie Lt Col. Roy Caviness was assigned to
Commandes of T8FG fram 381FG.

The only photo of this marking ia shown in ref. 4, and ils
marking is established by Mr. Craig Cuattebaum and Mr.
Jack Johnson (contrioutor of the photo) as yeliow nose (of
3G1FG) and meadium blue canopy, nedder and wingtip. There
is soma possibiity that tip of vertical stabilizer (black n
Marking #5) was aso changsd (o biue. Apparantly *Big
Beautiful Doli*, name plate on canogy and 385 kill marks
remain ntact, o the afn should be as in Marking #5. It
seems no outling on fuselage code. As with other 361FG
P-51in tha post war period, thera should be a ralatively larga
code letters on lower kaft wing.
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* Plaase usa stencil marks of the kit decals and paint black bands on tail,
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