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Lin. H. Miiller, Jasta 18
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Folder DM (late QAW 6441/18, Jasta B2, Lt Max Néther,
Higry-Prautin airfeld, October/November 1918

This is the last wartime D.VI fiown by the final leader of Jasta
&2, Lt Max Niither, which ended up in the American hands in
the Zeppelin hangar at Trer after the armistice. Two pholos of
this stage are shown in ref, 1 and 2, As the two photos an tak-
én from soma distancs in that hangar, conan detads have o
remain provisional, but the following points are clearfy notices-
big; (1) this & a ke production OAW-built DV from the
6300/18-5548/18 production batch. (7) Prussian fag (slightly
differant style from that on his earller Albatros DV fighter) on
the fuselage sides and top decking (and probably on the bot
fom fuselage toa), (3) nose ks red and fuslage is black, while
all tad plane and rudder am white. (4] wings are in the original
lazenge (probably the fve-color variant, as were many other
late production OA W, 0 Vils with rib tapes cut from the sama
materal) (5) edaust is of the late, uncowled “sexophone” var-
lan.

AC #2
Fokker DVIl F 4253/18, Jasta 4, flown by Obl Emst Udet,
Maorttigry Ferme & Metz sirBelds, August-September 1918.

Tha BMW-powered variant of the Fokder DIV, identified by the
P suffty, b5 generally accopied as the best WW | fighter. This
paticular wampie was fiown by one of the best WW | pilots,
Emst Licat.

The plane camied the Fokker works nurmbor 2344 and was ac-
copted &1 the Fokker factory on July D5. i was fitted with a
B3 Mla engine, &' 1288, and a Heine prop.

The genaral appearance of this: maching was recordad by four
known photos in red. 4 (when ha visited Fuerth airfield) and 5,
and two combat repors. The report for his 47th victory (Aug. 8)
describes 4 red fusstage and leaders streamens attachid 1o the
tailplane, &s does e second combat report daled Sapt. 26, for
his Enal two victories # 61 & B2 Theme is no mention of e
back nose thal was the Jasta 4 unit marking &t thi tme, and
nd black nose 8 visible in any of the four pholos even undar
the digital scrutiny, 50 we assume that the entine fusstage was
paintad rad. Though nod shown in the photos, we assume bot-
tom fuselage s also pairted in red.

Lower wing is coverad in four-color lozenge tabric on both sur-
faces, with rib tapes from the same matevial, and the arms of
the botiom wing crosses have 5:4 proportions. The upper wing

AC#3
Foldar. DV (Alb.) &fn unknown, Jasta 23b, fiown by LL Josed
Miiler, Epinoy airfield, JulyfAugust 1918,

This is an early-production Albatros-bullt Foikdeer DV squipped
with the low “central’ exhaust, Many of such aarty Alb.-buit D VIis
wers finshed in five-colour lozenge, but s singls known photo
(ret. ) is too indistinct to tell for sure ¥ the tabric was of the four
of fve-colour variant. The metal parts balow the guns shoud be
dark green,

The propalisr typé (s also dificult 1o determing, but possibly a
‘Woiff or Heine. There are around 8 and 10 smail louvers on the
upper cowling, and & gunsight s fitted. On the tal is the stafle
mariing of biack/white bands. (Ref. § cites some wing markings,
bt this i for Jasta 350, which shared the same aerodroma.)
Midler's personal swan marking, chasen in honour of his birth

AC #4
Foldeer. DVl (Alb) a/n unknown, Jasta 18, Li Hars Mller,
Montigny sifield, Summer 1918

Jagdstaffel 18 moved to Montigny airfsld near Metz on June
14, 1918, in order to intercept LAF bombers that were attacking
tarpets in southem Genmany, and stayed thero until the and of
the war. This meant that for several months thiy fiew fewer sor-
ties han other Jastas cioser to the frontine, and thus ground
crews and pliots had phenty of time 1o decorate their machines
as they pleased. And obviously they also had an excalant sup-
ply of paint, since even ond of the huts on the airfiskd was paint-
&d in the unit colours!

Ther vermillion red and white oolours of Jasta 18 are oftan man-
toned in LAF combel reports, and also in those of the LISAS
fighter units which opposed Jasta 15 later,

With his scone standing &t 13 confirmed victories Lt Hans Mdller
endiad the war as the highes! scorng member of Jasta "Raben”,
Three of these wers sconed within the space of 15 minules over

Somé researcher assens thal rear luseiage is painted red, but fom the pholo in rel. 2 does not
Show such ional difference between forward and mar huselage. Axde wing shoukd be painted hal
and half in green and mauve (see p32-30 of rel. 3). Bs propeder is possibly Reschie o Kurt Fhagel
(The Bustration is dona with Kurt Flegel ) The serdal numiber of this plane may be 6441/18.

26-victory plot Max MNlsher was named s commander of Jasta B2 on July 7, 1818, He was away
from the frontine service due In the siight injury from Sept. 27 to Oct. 2 When he retumed o e
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unit, he recaived this O VIl During Bhe four manths: under his leadership tha Stafiel was creditad
with 30 confirmed viciores without suffering even cne fatality o haning single piot taken PO,

Fiaasa use the flag mark 6 1o 9 In e separato smaller shoet

s & mplacoment fom, being marulactured by OAW. The botiom of this wing remainad in four-
color fabic with tha pink: rib tapes: dearfy visbie. But in tha three known fontal views of this plane
{rel. 4, 5}, no rib tapes are visible on Bhe uppr surlace of the top wing. Thus we ssume IS top
surface i painied in a singie colowr - rad, ke the fuselage. Also notewerty & the lack of wing
ormes on the leading edge of the top wing. The photo in rel. 5 (right sitle view) cloarly shows the
reladvely small iron cross on fop wing, and the difierent positioning of Lo from e laft sida. Al
Siruts and &dé wing & also painted in red. A whits serial rumiber, common on sary QAW
D:iis, was pairied on the lower alienns, but te number i not fully lsgible (ooks ke 207718

Upper enging cowling parts an removed on boh sidess, to improve engine cooling during the hot

sumimer weather, and throe circulanioval holes ere cut into the botiom of the nose engine cover

Dbodow thr radiator and prop.

20 15+15a{14+14a)

piace Hohenschwangau (Tamous for swans), sadly obscures most of the serial number. Tha
nosa and whistl covers wera painted a kghl colour, Wa chosa Bght blus for this colour, since &
is of simiar tonal value as the waler of the swan mark and i is the classic Bavarian colour!

Lt Muller joined Jasta Z3b on 29 June 1918 and remained with thi: unit until the and of the
war. He was crodited with & singke confirned victory on 31 July 1918, an RAF Sopwith Camel.

SPADs from the 13th Asro Sq. USAS, on September 14, 1818,
Forward fussiage and all wing surfacas of this 0.Vl were painted a vibrant vermilion red, and
the rear fuselage and rediator were whits. The unit insignia of the raven maybe black in this
case, and the personal markings on the fussiage and tailplane of this DIl wone red, not
biack, as on Millers previous: types. A gunsight s provided above the guns, and Sare car-
Ericigpa on e right side of cockpil, Two leader's pennants ano attachiad 1o the elevatons

29+20a(28+28a) l
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A note on lozenge fabric:

Very often it is difficult or even impossible to be sure if the fabric applied to a certain airframe was of the four- or five-color var-
iant. In many cases lighting conditions make it impossible to determine the fabric type, especially on the wings. For more gener-
al information on this subject, please refer to the three volumes of "Fokker D VIl Anthology” from Albatros Publishing Ltd.

One additional note concemning the rib tapes on O.A.W.-built warrants mention. Most sources say that the light-colored rib
tapes on these were light blue - as we mention in our text. However, there s a distinct possibility that these rib tapes were ac-
tually cut from natural fabricl So, we leave it up to the modeler to decide on the rib tape colour. (Mr. Joern Leckscheld)
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Major propeller types used for German fighters in WWI (1/48 size)

* Wooden pottern may vary with the wooden material or number of wood layers used even within the same propeller

For Mercedes D. lll series engines (Used on Albairos D.III, D.V, Fokker D.VII, Pfalz D.III, D.XII, Roland D.Vla and others.)

Anker Astra Axial Garuda

(Deutsche Anker Propeller Werke) (Steiniger und Cie) (Axial Propellerfabrik) (Garuda Propellerbau)
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Germania | Heine KF Niendorf
(Erste Suddeutsche Propellerwerke) (Hugo Heine Propellerwerke) (Kurt Fliegel Propellerbau) (Gebruder Niendorf)
_‘ﬁﬁ e 4‘=_,.-_,—-==’-""—-="_.-—-"""
Propulsor Reschke Wolff Wotan
(Deutsche Luftschraubenbau) (Franz Reschke) {(Wolff Luftschraubenfabrik) (Wotan Propellerbau)
For BMW D.llla engine (Used on Fokker D.VIIF) For Oberursel UR.Il engine (Used on Fokker Drl, D.VI, EV/D.VIII)
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