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V-156F Vindicator ‘Aeronavale Service’

V roce 1934 vypsalo americké namornictvo specifikace na nova priizkumna, bombardovaci a torpédonosna
letadla pro letadlové lodé. i kdyz soutéz nespecifikovala, zda maji byt nové stroje jednoploSniky nebo
dvouplo$niky, vitézi v jednotlivych kategoriich se staly moderni dolnoplo$niky. Jednim z nich byl i prizkumny a
stfemhlavy bombardovaci Vought SB2U s bojovym jménem Vindicator a tovarnim ozna¢enim V-156.

Vindicatory se sériové vyrabély od roku 1937, US Navy je pouzivalo v nékolika verzich. Bojového nasazeni se
americké SB2U-3 Vindicator doCkaly v Bitvé o Midway. V té€ dobé ale uz byly pomérné zastaralé a to se projevilo na
neuspéchu jejich Utokl na japonskeé lodé.

Vindicatory ale do boju druhé svétové valky zasahly mnohem dfive, ale v barvach francouzského Aéronavale. V
unoru a kvétnu 1939 objednala Francie spole¢né s mnoha dal$imi letadly i ¢tyficet kusa Voughtt V-156F (F jako
Francie). DalSi objednavku z bfezna 1940 se jiz nepodairilo realizovat, stroje pfevzala V. Britanie jako Chesapeake
Mk.l. V-156F se od standardnich SB2U-2 liSily absenci vyklopné vidlice pod trupem, mély zato zavésniky pod
kridly, brzdy pro stfemhlavy let, francouzské vybaveni a vyzbroj. Do vyzbroje je dostaly namorni escadrile AB-1 a
AB-3. Plvodné se s V-156F pocitalo pro letadlovou lod Bearn, lod v§ak byla prohla$ena za zastaralou. AB-1 na ni
uskutecnila jen palubni vycvik, pak byla pfesunuta na pevninu, kde jiZ operovala AB-3. AB-1, od poloviny kvétna
operujici ze zakladny v Alprechtu ztratila vétSinu letadel pfi marnych Utocich na mosty pres Oise. AB-3 pfisla
nejprve 10. kvétna 1940 pfi némeckém naletu na zakladnu v Alprechtu o vSechny letadla a byla stazena z fronty.
Po vybaveni zaloznimi stroji byla jednotka nasazena na jihu, kde operovala proti italskym Utoénikim. Posledni
nalet provedla trojice letadel 17.6. 1940, kdy bombardovala San Stefano.

Technicka data:

rozpéti: 12,80 m, délka: 10,36 m, max. rychlost v 3350 m: 402 km/h, dolet s pumovou vyzbroji: 1022 km, dostup s
pumovou vyzbroji: 6980 m

US Navy issued in 1934 specifications for new reconnaissance, bomber and torpedo carrying carrier based
aircraft. Even though that the specification didn't clarify if the new aircraft should be monoplanes or biplanes, the
particular winners were all modern low wing monoplanes. Reconnaissance and dive bomber Vought SB2U
(factory designation V-156) named Vindicator was one of them.

Vindicators were series produced since 1937 and US Navy used several versions. The combat assignment of US
SB2U-3 came with the Battle of Midway. At that time the aircraft were particularly obsolete and this issue caused
their lack of success when attacking Japanese ships.

Vindicators in French Aéronavale colors participated in World War 2 fights much earlier. In February and May 1939
France had ordered together with many other aircraft forty Vought V-156Fs (F for France). The additional order
placed in March 1940 was not fulfilled and the aircraft were taken over by Great Britain with their own designation
Chesapeake Mk.I. V-156F differed from the standard SB2U-2 by the lack of the swing arm under the fuselage but
was equipped with wing mounted bomb racks, dive brakes, French provenience equipment and armament. The
aircraft were assigned to escadrille AB-1 and AB-3. Originally were V-156Fs to be assigned on board of carrier
Bearn but the carrier was declared obsolete. AB-1 carried out the training on board but then was relocated to
mainland where the AB-3 already operated. Since half of May AB-1 operated from Alprecht airbase and lost most
of its aircraft during desperate attacks on bridges over Oise. During the German air raid on Alprecht airbase on May
10, 1940 AB-3 lost all of its aircraft and was withdrawn from the frontline. Then it was re-equipped by the reserve
machines and deployed on the South where it fought Italian attackers. The last raid was done by three aircraft on
June 17,1940 when they bombed San Stefano.

Technical specifications:

Wingspan: 12.80 m, Length: 10.36 m, Max. Speed at 3350 m: 402 kmh, Range with bombs: 1022 km, Service
Ceiling with bombs: 6980 m.
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V-156F Vindicator, No.13/AB1-12, Escadrille AB1, Boulogne-Alprech, V-156F Vindicator, No.13/AB1-12, Escadrille AB1, Boulogne-Alprech,

zima 1939-40. winter 1939-40.
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V-156F Vindicator, No.7/bila ,,6“, Escadrille AB1, palubni testy francouzskych V-156F Vindicator, No.7/ white ,,6“, Escadrille AB1, French Vindicators'
Vindicatord, letadlova lod’ Béarn, kvéten 1940. carrier tests, aircraft carrier Béarn, May 1940.
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V-156F Vindicator, No.10/bila 9, Escadrille AB3, Hyeres, 1940. V-156F Vindicator, No.10/ white 9, Escadrille AB3, Hyeres, 1940.
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V-156F Vindicator, No.8/AB1-6, Escadrille AB1, Lanvéoc-Poulmic, V-156F Vindicator, No.8/AB1-6, Escadrille AB1, Boulogne-Alprech,
podzim 1939. autumn 1939-40.
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