US NAVY PHANTOM MiG KILLERS

Silver Kite 211 LT Curt “Dozo” Dosé and LCDR Jim “Routeslip” MeDevitt  MiG-21 10 May 1972

VF-31 Tomcatters

Bandwagon 106 LCDR Sam Flynn and LT(JG) Bill Johns MiG-21 21 June 1972

Clubleaf 206 LCDR Gene Tucker and LT Bruce Edens  MiG-21 10 August 1972

This decal depicts aircraft from three US Navy F-4J Phantom squadrons as they were flown over North Viet Nam
during the Linebacker operations of 1972. Three of the aircraft provided are in the markings of actual MiG killer
Phantoms. Since none of these were the personal aircraft of the aircrews flying them, additional markings
depicting two of the victorious aircrews’ personal aircraft which displayed the kill markings are also offered. This
practice of double marking has resulted in several standard references misidentifying the actual MiG-killing
aircraft. The information presented here is based on extensive research and direct correspondence with some of
the aircrew involved. This sheet updates Fox One Decal #48-001, the changes being based on information
received in the six years since it was first issued.
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Silver Kite 211 WF-92 10 May 1972

Silver Kite 212 WVF-92 10 May 1972
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Bandwagon 1U6 Wr-31 Z71 June 1972

Bandwagon 102 WF-31 June/July 1972

Tt - Clubleaf 206 VF-103 10 August 1972

Clubleaf 203 VF-103 August/September 1972 FOD 48-009



Detailed Mission Summaries

and Modeling

Silverkite 211 10 May 1972
F-4J BuMo157269, VF-92, CYW-9, CVA-64 USS Constellation

Migsion Summary: LT Curt Dosé and hes RIQ LCDR Jim McDevwitt were tasked as
Target CAP near Hanod as part of an Alpha Strike on the marning of May 10. Flying as
wingman 1o Austin Hawkins, Dosé spotted two MiGs on the Kep runway with twg more
on the taxeay. As the first MeGs began their takeolt roll, Dosé callied lead and initalod a
port tum, winding up al the MiGs' six as they Iifted off. Flyng supersonic at 30 leet over
the runway. the two Phanioms chosed st The MiGs pitisonsd thair lanks and began an
easy port turn. Dosé and Hawiuns followed, staying supersonic at treetop level. During
thé: chass thi aircrafl wide so low that Doséd recalls having to It the wing 1o clear rees
and soveral Sewindars bt hiltops as they snaked towands the MiGs. After the wo
Phantoms fred six missides at the hwo bandits without a hit, Dosd's third Sidewindar
finally flew up the number two MIG's tailppe and exploded. EMectively out of
Sidewmnders, Dosé turned onlo the lead MG and rolled his Phanlom to fire a Sparrow
BCrOsS its nose hoping 10 scane the pdol INbo @asng his uin and in turn gnee Hawkns a
battar shot, Whae inverted, he checked six and saw the two MiGs, which had been on
tha laxiway comng up fast behind. Dosé called Hawkins 10 break and they rolled out,
passing the two MiGs head—on. One MiG turned in behind Hawkans and fired an Atoll.
The Phantoms broke and the missile messed. Turmng east, the Phanioms egressed al
1,000 feet a1 Mach 1.2. On returming to Constedabon, Dosé performed a wictory roll. The
MiGs encountersd were MiG-21MF Fishbeo=J, the first known contact wih this new
version, The MiGs were stil marked with the red stars of the Sowel Union

Alrcralt Configuration: Sitverkite 211 carried four AIM-TE-2 Sparrows and four
AIM=3D Swdewinder massdes plus a centering tank. The outboard wing pylons were
ampty. Dosé kept his centering tank with him throughout the engagemeant and réturned
with it, s four Sparrow missiles, and the lelt outboard Sidewinder that had
maltunctioned dunng the missson and would not fire

Silverkite 212 10 May 1972
F-4J BuNo 155797, VF-92, CVW-89, CVA-64 USS Consteliation

Mission Summary: The Siver Kings' Executive Officer CDR Harry Blackburn and his
RIO LT Steve Rudiol were taking part in USS Consfelation's second Alpha Strike of the
day, tasked as Target Cap for the attack arcraft. Dunng tha Might Rudkol turned 1o check
thesr wingman when he saw 10-15 fak bursls between the two Phamoms. Baoth
Pramoms fook hits, butl 212 more severely and Rudich called the other plane to inspedt
hgm 'D'|.|H"lﬂg LS L e ] mwmmmwmmm;_m-&gwnr LHF
radho antenna with @ The plane had been hil just as COR Blackburn had started an
avasne maneuver. Tha instrumants in front ol Rudioh spaked, caught fire and stared
smoking. Glancing i hs rear-view marror he saw the entire back hall of the et in
flames. Than somathing wn front of hem exploded i a balliant white flash that caused him
1o go Dhnd, Rudiof and Blackburn epected, and Rudiof could only hope his parachute
had fully opened as he dangled baneath it stll unable 10 see as he Hoated to the ground
for the next eght minutes. He heard bullets whizzing by ham &s he neansd the ground.
When he Rt thé ground he hurl his ankle badly and fell on his stomach. He heard
guntire all around and with no hope of escape he stayed there waiting for the inevitabie
which came almost instantly. He was sinpped of his equipment, and two ropes were tied
around him, one around his waist and the other around his nieck, The rops arcund his
waisi was tugged in the direction they wanted him lo go and the one around his neck
was gven an occasional backward jerk. He mped ol with hes capiors for about 20
minubes untd they reached a wvilage whene he was laken 1o a house and bed 10 a chair
Crvar the next several hours his sight siowly returned as angry willagers somatimes beat
him. Finally a truck arrived and he was blindlfolded and pushed into it, He was taken 1o
soveral villages where he was exhebited 1o the angry inhabstanis. He was oventually
taken to a miary compound whene interrogaton started immaduately and lasted for a
few NOUrs. In the evening ha was laken 1o a jeep and drven away toward the Hoa Lo
Prison {aka the Hano Hilton) wharg “niermogatons” started agas and woukd last for
another 27 hours. In tha vary next cell to his Marry Blackburn was also baing
mtenrogated and al some poent during the night he was killed during the process. Steve
Rudiol was a POW for 322 days. Harry Blackburn's remains were retumed i Apnl 1986

Aircraft Configuration: On s May 101h Mission Sihverkie 212 was fiying Target CAP,
presumably with the same configurabon as 211 It would have carmied 4 AIM-7E-2
Sparrows. 4 AIM-9D Suaewinders, centarlng fual tank and empty cutboard pylons.

Markings Motes: VF-82 Siver King Phantoms camed F513538 Orange Yollow fin caps
and wing tips. The yeliow wing lips had FS17038 Black borders (decal sinipes provided)
algng ther inboard edges with the forward porbon arcund the nav hght painted black
There was no black edging aleng the fn cap on this cruise, as there had been in the
pasl. Air conditioning nlets, canopy rails, and walkways were also painted black
Arcrew names wene painled on the canopy rails on both sides. Sikerkile 2171 carmod
i namas of LT Mike Bober and s RIO LTJHG Mike "Oloe” Stansel. Sivariite 212 carmed
the names of LT Brice Rowe (KIA attempling to land a batte—damaged F=4 with one
good enging) and LTJG Dan Spence. The plane captan's last name was placed inside
black crowns on the inket ramps, but we were unable 10 determine them, Some, bul Rot
all, VF-92 funl tanks, ssdewander rails and TERs had orange yeliow tips. Thae orange
yillow shadow shadeng was abways located below and Io the rear on the VF-92
squadron and Modex lattenng.

Information

Bandwagon 106 21 June 1972
BuMNo 157307, VF-31, CVW-3, CV-60 USS Saratoga

Migsion Summary: The Tomcatters Executrve Officer, COR Sam Fhynn, and s RIO
LTJG Bill John weid lsading a Might of bour Phantoms on 21 June. After dodging four
SA-2 missiles. Flynn's fight was vectored towards three MiG-215 observed heading bor
Sara's main sirika group. The MiGs spotted the Phantoms firsi and rolled m on tham
Batore they knew whal was happening. Flynn's Might found itsel! in a doghight. The
Phanlom pilots elecied to take their chances fighting with their centerne lanks rather
than slowing down 1o the recommended 350kis to peitison them. Early on, one of the
MiGs suddenly broke off, climbad to 20,000 feet and stood off, walching the doghght
and never re—angagng. In the melea tha! loliowed. Fliynn downed one of the two
remaining MiGs with his third Skdewinder. After the sunviving MiG pilot had enough and
broke off the fight, the victonous Phantoms retired eastwards and returned to Saratoga

Aircraft Configuration: Banowagon 106 was armed with four AIM-TE-2 Sparrow and
four AIM-30 Sidewinder missiles plus a centeding tank for the 21 June 1972 mission
The outboard pylons carmied empty Triple Ejector Racks (TERs). Noither the tank nos the
TERs were jettisoned during the engagement, VF-31 had a single external rear-view
mirror above the rear canogy

Markings Notes: The verbcal tals of VF-11 Phantoms had a comogard leading edge
Black rectangles wore painted on the air conditioning inlets for the catapult crew 1o wiite
the aircraft wesght. Sidewander rail ips were painted red. Mole thal tha white Shadow
shading was below and alt of the black lefters'numbers on both sides of the aircrall
Bandwagon 106 carmed the names of CAPT Ron Wilkarms. a USAF exchange pdot, and
RIQ LT Gary Sulkvan n red along the canopy rails on both sides of the arcraft
Bangwagon 106 had a whité radome. Walkways were FS36231 Dark Gul Gray with
Dlack cuthnes and were localed on the wings only. Bandwagon 102, Bubo 157280, was
the WF-31 assigned to Fliynn and John and featured their names on the canopy rails
After returming from the massion Bill John brush painted kil markings on both inbet
ramps. Bandwagon 102 had a black radome and no yellow cincle under Falix the Cat

Clubleal 206 10 August 1972
F-4J BuNo 157299, VF-103, CVW-3, CV-60 USS Saratoga

Mizgion Summary: LCOR Gene Tuckér and hs RIO LT Bruce Edens of VF-103
Sluggers had one of the few night kills of the Viet Nam war. Clubleal 206 was assigned
o &l five—minute night alert aboard Saraloga. Thay ware orderad to launch al sunset
when contact was made with a MiG near Vinh, The F-4 headed toward the MG but
contact was losl. They were ordered lo assume a CAP station and a KA-8D arrived 1o
top them off. Afer refueling, Clubleal 206 was vectored again towards a bogey near
Vinh. There was a great deal of chasing and aftaining then losing radar contact. Finalty
afler acquiring his targel Tucker accelarated, then punched off his tank and TERs. When
in range and locked on, he fired his two Sparrows, producing a large fireball as one and
then the other missile hi.

Alrcralt Configuration: Clubleal 206 was conhgured with a centering tank, two
AlM-TE-2 Sparrows in the aft fuselage wells, two AIM-9D Sidewinder missilgs, one on
each outboard rail on the wing slations plus empty TERs on the outbaard wing pylons
VF=103 had a single external reéar-vigw mirror above the fear canapy

Markings Nofes: A MG kill marking was apphed 1o the left and nght inlet ramps of
Tucker and Edens’ assigned F-4J, Clubisal 203 BuMo 157305 Note thal the White
AlM=T in the markng always points forward, Their names waere on the canopy rails on
both sides of the airplang. | was unable 10 find out the chew names on Clubdeal 206, In
arder 10 budd Clubleal 203, you must cul off the “6" from the “206° and replace i1 with the
separate 3" Some VF-103 fusl enks had Yelow tips VF-103 also used black
reclangles on the a/c 5000ps for arcrahl wasght,
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Shdes and Jack Morris.
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~ | [ Upper Surfaces: Matt Gull Gray FS36440
\ Lower Surfaces, Wheel Wells: Gloss White FS17875
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Dive Brake Inleriors, Edges: Gloss Red FS11136
Antiglare Panel, VF-92 Walkways: Flat Black FS37038

YELLOW Wingtips w/BLACK Stripe and Tip (VF-92 only)

General Markings Notes
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