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The Worthrop N3PB story

In December 1939 the Norwegian Naval Air Force signed a contact with
the newly established company Nerthrop Aireraft Inc. for 24 N3PB air-
craft. The order was part of a scheme to strenghten the Norwegian air
forces in view of the worid war that had broken out only a few months
earlier. The Norwegian Government wanted to use the N3PB in the costal
defence role, protecting territorial waters along the long Norweglan
coastline. A number of specifications were put down with the order, and
two Norwegian aircraft constructors, Kristian @stby and Johan Hgver, mads
their contribution to the final design of the alrcraft. The N3PB was
huilt as a three-seat twin floatplana of all-metal construction, being
powered by a Wright R~1820-G205A Cyclone engine.

24 aircraft of the type was ordered, but due to the German invasion of
Norway in April 1349, it was decided in the fall of 1940 to put the air-
craft delivered undey Allied Command, through the consent ¢f the Norweg-
ian Government in exile in London. The N3PB first took to the alr ilan the
beginning of 1941, and during the following months all 24 aireraft were
restet and delivered to the Norwegian forces in Canada.

On april 25th 1941 the first Norweglan Naval Squadron was officially
established at its new base at Revkjavik,Iceland. It had been decided

w0 equip the new 330 Squadron with the N3PBs, and on May 19th, 18 aircrafi
arrived in Iceland onboard the Norwegian merchant wessel "Filordheinm".
Tvelwe N3PBs were immeadiately put together. The sguadron was divided
into thy flights, A-flight being based at Reykijavik, B-flight being
based at Akureiry in Northern Iceland, and C-flight being based at B
reiry in Eastern Iceland. Three aircraft were given to each £light, wi
the remaining six beiny kept as a reserve, being gradually put inte
cparation following losses.

The first eperational sortie by the N3PB was flown out of Reykijavik on
June 23rd 1941, the aircrafi beinyg piloted by Lieutenant A. Stansbery
The sguadron was inspected for the first time by the head of Foyal Alx

Force Costal Command, Alr Chief Marshal Sir Philip B. Joubert de la
Perté on July llth.

The story of 330 {(Norwegian) Sguadron in Iceland can £ill several books.
From 1941 until the summer of 1943 when the Sguadron was moved fto Scot-
land, a total of 7473 fiying hours were logged. Of thess 427

72 hours were
flown during 1041 operttional sorties. 246 anti-uboat missions were
carried ocut, 379 escorts of convoys, 250 reconnaisance £lights and 18
ambulance flights. During the operations in JTceland, the squadron lost
21 men and 10 N3P38s. The squadron was accradited with 15 uboats spotted,
9 attacked and 7 damaged. # enemy alroraft were accredited damaged.

Scotland and to re-eguip with the Short Sunderland flyingboats. A number

In the spring of 1943, orderes were recelved by the squadron to move Lo
o
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-
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of N3iPBs were during April and May therefore transferred from Akuralry
Budareiry to Revkiavik, to be scrapped there. On April 21, 1 No. 32
"GV, took off from Budareiry to Revkjavik. Pilot onboard was Wsewolod
Bulukin and wireless operator was Leif Rustad. Onroute to Reykijavik the
crew sncounter heavy snow-showers, and is force to land on the glacier—
river Thiorsa. The aircraft is wrecked during landing, but both crew-
members swim ashore to safety, getting back to thelr squadron within a few
days. Back in the river N3PB sinks down into mud and water.

36 vears afterwards, N3PB No. 320 is successfully salvaged from the Thjorsa
river in Iceland, through the joint effort of Icelandic, Norwegian, British
and American volonteers. In November the same year the wreck is flown to
the Northrop-plant at Hawthorne outside Los Angeles to be fully restored.
And a year after, on Wovember 10th 1280, the only remaining example of the
Nng in the world is rolled out at Hawthorne, followinyg a complete restoxr—
ation. )
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