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Lii} fike D“_:ﬁ. 72-014 Boeing B-17 Flying Fortress Part 1

Al of e nose art and mission marks ere based on e comedt posifion of nose guns and windows of B-17, but regretia-
by Acadermy or Hasegaea ity do not reproduce thass pars cormectly. Tha dierences sre shown in the aftached shael

AC#H

B-17G-40E, a/n 4287876, "A BIT OLACE", TOOBSM4TEG,
Rattiosden AB/UK, spring 1945,

This s a very famous AC with the nose art of Miton Caniff on
Its laft side, and & total of 10 photos of this A/C are known 1o us
{referonces 1-8 and Mustration in rel. B-10). The calor photos in
refecences 1, 2, 6 and 7 chearly show that (1) Bwno is no nose
art nor mission marks on s right side, (2) R was fMited with re-
placarmant rudder, left Bap, left slevator and lelt outer wing in
00 color efer sevens flak damage bo the tall section on Aprl 4,
1845, and 0D paint on cuter laft wing is exdensively pasied off,
) enging naceles & painted in white and anti-glars 00, Fur-
ther enlargement of the lrge close-up phobo of B nose art in
ref. 2 shows that *A BIT CFLACE® is outlined in red, which is also
observable in the color photo of rel 7. It completed B3 mis-

siond,

This A/C joined 447BG in June 1944, and was inifally named
‘Louis The Creep® (without nose art), but its name was
changed to *A BIT OLACE® in Movember 1044 jrel. 7). Bt sur-
whved the war, and returmed o the States, but was scrapped at

Kingman/Arzona.

ANC#2

BATF-60-BO0, w/n 4220501, "Shamrock Special, 401858186,
Bassingbourm ABUK, October 1843

This s & rather wall-known A/C with 3 ans (elUright noss, snd
fall). it bs Mustrated in ref. 11 (without sy hind of leht side nose
arf), and & total 12 phiotos of this A'C ane shown in el 2, 12
and 13. For the right side ncee art, only 2 indisinct pholos are
shown in rel 12, but we could gol s much ciaarer and bigger
photo from the pairter of the ar, M. Jack Gafirey, and Group's
photoprapher, Mr. Joseph Harlick, and color infonmation of all
ats are kindly given by Jack. His shot of putting & finishing
fouch to the tad art s shown In rel. 2 and 12 He ls now ving In
his homatown at the age of §1(November 2008), and his brief
carer is shown in rel. 2. His stepiuther has Irish ancestry, thus
he put "ally grean® color and lucky four-lead clover on the arts.
The bomb marks & alweys yellow, and one bomb mission
mark has & dask bius star in R, indkcating beling the leader a'c In
that mission. Pleaso note the smial ciover in the large 5 on the
right side. On tha loft side & girl Is alming & target with & yobow
bomb, and has & scar wrapping har blond hair, Is the last digits of Jack's home phone.

Jack serk s an Bustration of 1l el with black outine and rowly sscaped this accident by stepping out of the A/C instant This A/C cama from the §5th BG on Juns 16, 1543, and flew a
biack shogs. This is in ina with the photo in red, 2, but strangaly belore.), and was not re-applied on the replacement tall sec- totad of 28 missions bolore being transfamed (Aprl 1044) to Ar
the phota on p108 and 121 of rel. 13 shows much lighter shade fion, there can't ba two such tall arts. Though we ballove Jack's Forcs Service Command 10 becoma a Generals personal A/C,
and lighter color shoes than hair. As this tal arl was lost on Oc ustration with black shoes is right (mark 28), we provide hirs and then to USA [Juna 1944). R was finally scrapped at King-
fober §, 1843 by tha colision of "The Canslul Virgin® (Jack nar- anather ar (mark 26) with different shoes color. X37 on the tal man/Avizona

ACH

B-17G-35-B0, ws/n 4231982, “Superstitious Aboysius®,
222889180, Bassingbourn ABUK, July 1844,

This is snother B-17 from 918G with "Superstiious Aloysius®
noss art, which s very popular for bringing ‘good luck”. Three
photos of this nose art & shown In rel 12, but we could pat
rrrach chiiner and bigger photos (along with a colord image of
rose &) from Me Tracy Ssuckey and Mr. Joseph Harlick. The
nose il diflers slghly from th orginal design lor lucky card by
Albert Freciman. ks AYC code and &/n s established In rel. 12,
bt wo could not bo conlident of the edsionce of T tall high
visibilty red painting which started in July 1944, Mr. Jack Gafl-
nay suggesiod its non-axstonce, a3 "Doating's Child” (shot
Gown on tha same day, July 20, 19844 with “Superstitious Aloy-
m:&mwuumwmm

This AXC was shot down by enamy fightors, and the 3 crows
were killed and & becarms POW (Including the plliol, 2nd LL A-
bort Deshaw).

AC#

B-17G-65-80, aln 4337516, "Tondalayo’, 406B5(H)B05BG,
Cheddington ABUK, Febnasry 1845.

This Is & black boauty B-17 with & nodo sl Tondalno originally
belonged 10 305BG/MZAES, but was ransermed 1o 40585 on
Jung 28, 1644, it was angaged in tha night leaflet dropping mis-
sion, and was painted cverall black. A total of 4 pholos &t this
Stags s shown in rel. 14-16 and 5. s code and s/n is defined
by rel. 14, and from some of the photos therein JJ code letter is
the round-shaped ona, not 45 degree edged. The color photo
in rul 5 cloarly shows that (1) i is fitted with the Cheyenne tal g
turmst, (2) the word “Tondalaye® s light blus, nol yellow as

shown in el 11, and (3) the nose art has a mbdure of ight

bive-groy and white hair. The detalls of the body am 581 not whether it also camied the same whita triangle on its right upper on March 4, 1845, and crashed into the sea in flames, causing
cloar, and the mark 38 is our best guess. ks tail has whits trian- wing of not the e of LL Col. Earle Aber (O of the Sq.) and .
g, which Is reminiscent of the orginal 30583, but we are not This A'C was caugh! fire by British shore batteries of Clacion ica Harper.
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