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BuNo 164264
“"Mach Altus”

'."i'nfn.'hﬂfnﬂs the true and accurate account of the “Origin of
Mach Altuws™:

During December, 1959, Livertenant Cotonol Roy L. Read, af that
time the Commanding Offfcer of VMF 122, was advizsed that First
Lisutenant Desmond F. Browne would be golng to New York City
on Annual Leave fo visit s family. Gd:nﬂﬂeodhld‘fat:mn
time wanted o find and establish within the squadron a suitable
masecol that would be appropriately emblematic of the warrior
theme generailly associated with the honor, eourage and fighting
spirit of "Crusaders” duving ancient times. Accordingly. he
taskid Ligitonant Browme with searching

galteries and gift shops, etc. of New York City to find and procure
a stafue, painting or other work of art thal would ttingly schieve
this end. Liewvtenant Browne initially searched without success
among the hgh-end type establishments cited above. However,
it waz only after expanding his hunt to include the city “second
hand shops®, that Lieutenant Browne found the statue that is
now known as Mach Altus, residing in & very respectable pawn
&hop in lower Manhattan near the vicinity of 2nd Avenve and 2nd
Streat The fact that this statue was the only =1 of its kind™ in the
esiablichment seemed fo carry some significance i one Is
inchined fo place any credence in Noking numerclogy and
destiny, L.e., Tfofa kind), 2{Avenue) and 2{5treet). The stafus was
procured from the proprietor of the pawn shop affer a round of
serfous negoliation for the sum of $25.00 and transporied to
Beaufort in early January, 1960 when Listtenand Browne
refurned from loave.

Colonel Reed, upon recelving the statue after is arrival in
Beaufort, placed it in the custody of the junior Noutenant of the
squadron at that time, Second Lisutenant Gary K. Armsirong,
and charged him with findingfeompesing & siitable name. The
rast [s history. Lisutenant Armstrong, calling upen his deep and
extensive knowledge of Latin, thereby coined the name “Mach
Altus®, a combination of the two Latin words for “spoed and
aififinde”, a fighter pllots two bost friends. Colont! Reed was o
pleased 'with this name that he recommended Armstrong for
promodion bo First Livwbenant, an event that eventually came fo
pass fater that year,

Semper Fidels,
Desmond F. Browne, Sc

Calenel
United States Marine Corps, Rebired

Twobobs' goal is fo provide you with the most thoroughly researched decals that money can buy. We go bayond using traditional reference resources and many fimes
speak with the actual aircrews and maintainers of our subyjsct matter.

Being modelers ourselves, we understand that there is no substitute for this painstaking research and we are proud to offer, what we foel, are the bast decals on the
markel. If you have any subject matter that you feel should be the next Twobabs creation, let us know: %Hhhappﬂnﬁmmmynndaﬂmmﬂww
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