G MiG-21MF,Vietnam People’s Air Force, 921° Fighter Regiment ‘Sao Do’, flown by Pham Tuan, Vietnam War, 1970s
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MiG-21MF coded 5121 is currently displayed in the museum of the Vietham People’s Air Force in Hanoi. Reportedly, on December 27th, 1972, Pham Tuan
flew this aircraft when he shot down an American B-52 taking part in bombing operations during the Linebacker Il offensive. It would be the only MiG-21MF kill
over a Stratofortress, but American sources claim the bomber was lost to a SAM.

Pham Tuan would later become the only Viethamese astronaut. He was a crewmember of Soyuz 37 and orbited the earth 142 times in the Salyut 6 station.
For his accomplishments, he was awarded high Viethamese commendations, and was on of a few foreigners to be awarded the Hero of the Soviet Union.

MiG-21MF s oznacenim 5121 se nyni nachazi v Muzeu vietnamského lidového letectva v Hanoji. Na tomto stroji mél dne 27. prosince 1972 pilot Pham Tuan
sestrelit americky bombardér Boeing B-52, ktery se zi¢astnil naletu na Vietnam v ramci operace Linebacker I1. Jde o jediny sestfel Stratofortressu, dosazeny

na typu MiG-21, ackolivamerické zdroje tvrdi, Ze bombardér znicila raketa zemé-vzduch.
Pham Tuan se pozdéji proslavil jako dosud jediny vietnamsky kosmonaut. Zucastnil se letu rakety Sojuz 37 a na orbitalni stanici Saljut 6 obletél 142krat Zemi.
Za svou kariéru obdrzel vysoka vietnamska vyznamenani a jako jeden z mala cizincu také titul Hrdina Sovétského svazu.
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H MiG-21M, 4" Fighter Squadron, Pardubice Air Base, Czechoslovakia, June, 1989

This aircraft was delivered to the Czechoslovak People’s Army as an ,M” version ,a”, sometimes written as MiG-21MA. During a midlife overhaul, it was
brought to ‘MF’ standard. This upgrade, among other items, mounted the Tumansky R-13-300 engine. The rendering of the woman and the inscription came
about at the beginning of summer, 1989, when the 4th Fighter Squadron was disbanded, and the aircraft was transferred to the 5th Fighter Squadron based at
Line. After the split of Czechoslovakia, this aircraft was assigned to the Slovak Air Force. MiG-21Ms delivered to Czechoslovakia did not receive a camouflage
scheme as such, and flew either in overall silver or light grey colors.

Tento letoun byl dodan Ceskoslovenské lidové armadé ve verzi ,M varianta a“, nékdy psano v podobé& ,MA®. B&hem stfedni opravy pro$el modernizaci na
standard verze MF. Tato modernizace mimo jiné zahrnovala zastavbu motoru Tumanskij R-13-300.
Kresbu divky a napisy na pfid dostal letoun na pocatku léta 1989, kdy se rusil 4. stihaci letecky pluk v Pardubicich a letoun putoval k 5. slp na letisté Liné. Po
rozdéleni Ceskoslovenska pfipadl tento stroj Armadeé Slovenské republiky.
MiGy-21M dodané ¢s. letectvu nedostaly kamuflazni natér a létaly v celo$edivém &i stfibrném zbarveni.
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MiG-21MF, Krasnodar Higher Military Academy at Kuscevskaya Airfield, Soviet Union, 1979

This aircraft served in 1979 with the Krasnodar school facility was graced with the name of General Sergey M. Stemenko, former Chief of General Staff of the
Soviet Armed Forces. This facility was responsible for training pilots that were sent from countries that at the time had close relations with the Soviet Union.
These nations included Irag, Cuba, Angola, Yemen and Vietnam.

Whether this aircraft is a MiG-21MF or SMis uncertain. Suggesting the MF is the fact that this unit trained foreign pilots. However, hinting atan SMis the two-
digit fuselage number ‘03’, which could have meant that the bird was taken over from a combat unit (training aircraft typically carried a three digit number).

Tento stroj slouzil v roce 1979 u Krasnodarského vy$siho vojenského ugili$té, nesouciho jméno generala Sergeje M. Stemenka, byvalého nagelnika
generalniho $tabu sovétskych ozbrojenych sil. Toto ugilisté zajistovalo vycvik pro piloty, ktefi byli do Sovétského svazu vyslani ze zemi, které s tehdejsi
velmoci Uzce spolupracovaly. Mezi nimi byli napfiklad piloti Iraku, Kuby, Angoly, Jemenu €i Vietnamu.

Zda jde o exportni verzi MF, ¢i o sovétskou SM, zlstava nejasné. Pro verzi MF svédci fakt, Ze se zde udili Iétat zahrani¢ni studenti. Pro verzi SM pak zase
dvouciferné trupové ¢islo , 03", které by mohlo znamenat, Ze jde o stroj pfevedeny od bojové jednotky (Skolni jednotky mély typicky trojciferné oznaceni
letouna). :
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J MiG-21MF No.8460, Egyptian Air Force, Mansoura Airbase, 1981

The ‘Nile Valley’ camouflage scheme appeared on Egyptian aircraft at the end of the seventies. The Egyptian command concluded that the two color scheme
as delivered by the Soviets was inadequate for combat in the Middle East. The result was a scheme composed of three tones on the upper surfaces made up
of sand, green, and dark grey. The front of the nose was adorned with the head of the ‘Red Demon’, but the relevance of this is still uncertain. Itis possible that it
is a unitmarking.

Kamuflazni schéma zvané ,udoli nilu“ se na egyptskych letounech zacalo pouzivat na konci 70. let. Egyptské velené v té dobé do$lo k zavéru, ze
dvoubarevna kamuflaz, v niz byly letouny sovétské provenience dodavany, se pro blizkovychodni bojisté nehodi. Vysledkem byla tfitonova kamuflaz hornich
ploch, tvofena piskovou, zelenou a tmavosSedou barvou.

Na pfidiletounu je kresba hlavy ,éerveného dabla“, dosud se vSak nepodafilo zjistit jeji vyznam. Je mozné, Ze se jedna o znak jednotky.
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