AVIA B-534 SVZ

SLOVAK WWII FIGHTER
1:48 SCALE PLASTIC KIT

FIRST, A FEW WORDS

The Avia B-534 was developed in 1934 as an extension of the B-34 fighter. In this incarnation, which was produced in small numbers for the
Czechoslovak Air Force (the majority of which were attached to No.3 Fighter Regiment in Slovakia at the beginning of the Second World War), there
were several engine/airframe combinations tried. The B-234 prototype served as the basis for the re-engined (Hispano Suiza 12 Ydrs for the original
Avia R-29 radial) type that became the true B-534. This was the 1934 victor in a tender for a new standard fighter for the air force, and in June of that
year, Aviareceived an order for an initial 34 aircraft. The orders accumulated to a total of 568 units, built in several production blocks.

Assessments of the aircraft are somewhat variable. At the time of its development, it was an aircraft that was technically sound and utilized progressive
construction techniques, but by the time of the Munich Crisis, the technology was slowly but surely entering the realm of the obsolete. To top it off, the
politics of the situation during the Crisis disallowed the chance of combat. The chance for combat missions to be flown didn't occur until a few years
later, in 1941, in the services of the Slovak State, fighting for the side that had previously been the aggressor against which they were to stand. Slovak
pilots flying the B-534 on the Eastern Front gained good results, and these can be viewed upon as being the climax of the career of the type. A year later,
it was apparent that replacement by more modern types was necessary, and inevitable. Bulgarian attempts to combat Ploesti raiding B-24 Liberators
with the B-534 was a failure, and the aging planes were not able to climb to the Liberator's operational altitudes. In Slovakia, as in Bulgaria, the type
was destined for second line relegation.

Some of the remaining B-534s were destined for final operations within the Bulgarian Air Force in operations over Hungary in 1944, and with
Slovakia during the several weeks long uprising against Germany (late August early November 1944). During the Slovak National Uprising, the type
was used primarily in the ground attack role, and one did manage a kill to become what is the last aerial victory of a biplane in history. It should be noted
that the kill in question was that of a Hungarian transport. The fact remains that the Slovak National Uprising did end up being the swansong of the Avia
B-534. Certainly, it can be said that due to the era and climate of the service of this aircraft, and the length of service it was able
to achieve, the Avia B-534 has become one of the most profound symbols of Czechoslovak aviation history, a very positive symbol.

Our model was influenced by these facts, and what the type means to us. We developed the kit with diligence and scrutiny, employing the most modern
manufacturing technology at our disposal. In that sense, we have something in common with the original developers of the type all those years ago, and
we hope that this fact will make our tribute to this aesthetically pleasing type longer lasting than the older big brother.

NEKOLIK SLOV UVODEM

Avia B-534 vznikla v roce 1934 vyvojem zakladniho typu B-34. Z této konstrukce, ktera byla vyrobena v malé sérii pro ¢eskoslovenské letectvo
(vétsina vyrobenych strojui slouzila u Leteckého pluku 3 na Slovensku a pozd¢;ji dolétala ve sluzbach Slovenského statu na zacatku 2.svétové valky),
bylo odvozeno né¢kolik motorovych variant. Z prototypu B-234 vznikla zaménou motoru (Hispano Suiza 12 Ydrs za piivodni hvézdicovy Avia R-29)
praveé B-534. Ta zvitézila v roce 1934 v tendru vojenského letectva na novou standardni stihacku, a v ¢ervenci 1934 dostala Avia prvni objednavku na
34 kusii. Objednavky byly postupné rozsifovany azna kone¢nych 568 kusii, vyrobenych v né€kolika vyrobnich blocich.

Hodnoceni vykontl Avie B-534 je ponc¢kud rozporné. A¢ to byl stroj v dobé svého vzniku technicky jisté na vysi doby a vyuzival progresivni
konstrukéni prvky, v dobé Mnichovské krize uz pomalu, ale jisté zastaraval. Vzhledem k politickym okolnostem navic piloti nedostali pfilezitost
zasahnout do boje, k jehoz vedeni byli cvi¢eni a motivovani. Do skute¢ného boje se Avie dostaly az o n€kolik let pozdgji, v roce 1941, ve sluzbach
Slovenskych Vzdusnych zbrani, tedy de facto na strané ptivodniho protivnika. Na Vychodni fronté ptedvedli slovensti piloti v kabinach Avii dobré
vykony, diky nimZ lze nasazeni na vychodé povazovat za vrchol kariéry Avie B-534. O rok pozdgji uz ale Aviim zvonila hrana, a pfisel ¢as jejich
nahrady modernéj$imi stroji. Pokus Bulharti z roku 1943 o zasah proti americkym Liberatorim, uto¢icim na Ploesti, sko¢il jednoznaénym
netspéchem. Avie nedokézaly ani vystoupat do opera¢ni vysky Liberatort. Jak na Slovensku, tak v Bulharsku ¢ekal Avie osud vétSiny vyslouzilych
stihacek, presly nejprve k bitevnim tikolim a poté k pomocnym rolim. Na nékolik zbylych Avii ¢ekal posledni boj, v ramci bulharského letectva pii
plnéni bitevnich ukolti v Mad’arsku, na slovenské Avie pak nékolikatydenni vystoupeni pfi protinémeckém povstani na Slovensku. I zde pfevazné
utoCily na pozemni cile, nicméné jedna z Avii zaznamenala posledni sestiel dosazeny timto typem, a pravdépodobné viibec posledni sestiel dosazeny
dvouplosnikem v déjinach. Je ovsem nutné dodat, Ze $lo o sestiel neozbrojeného dopravniho letounu, coz je zalezitost, vzhledem ke v§em okolnostem
této udalosti, pon¢kud diskutabilni. Sluzbou v SNP se fakticky historie Avie B-534 uzavira. Pfes zminénou nepfizen osudu se Avie B-534, diky délce
své sluzby i historickému obdobi, kdy ve sluzbé byla, stala jednim ze symbolii Ceskoslovenského letectva. A to symbolem jednoznaéné pozitivnim.
Nas model reflektuje vSechny tyto skutecnosti. K jeho tvorbé jsme pfistupovali velmi zodpovédné a nasadili jsme k tomu nejmoderné;jsi technické
prostiedky, které jsme méli k dispozici. Z tohoto hlediska jsme postupovali stejné, jako svého ¢asu firma Avia pii konstrukei skuteéného stroje, a nam
nezbyvanez doufat, ze na§ model nebude ztracet své prednosti stejné rychle, jako jeho velky vzor.

Profiles artwork by Miroslav Hor¢i€ka, profiles description by Martin Ferkl
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TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS: Avia B-534

Span: 9.400 m

Length: 8.100 m

Empty Weight: 1,460 kg

Take-Off Weight: 1,980 kg

Maximum Speed: 380 km/h

Ceiling: 10,600m

Range: 600km

Powerplant: One Hispano-Suisa 12 Ydrs,

860 hp (632 kw) 12 cylinder in-line engine

Armament: four machine guns vz.30 calibre 7,92 mm,
six 10 kg boms

TECHNICKA DATA Avia B-534

rozpéti: 9,40 m

délka: 8,10 m

prazdna vaha: 1460 kg

vzletova vaha: 1980 kg

maximalni rychlost: 380 km/h

dostup: 10 600 m

dolet 600 km

motor: Hispano-Suisa 12 Ydrs o vykonu 860 k (632 kW)
vyzbroj: 4 kulomety vz.30 raze 7,92 mm, 6x bomba 10kg
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ATTENTION %* UPOZORNENI * ACHTUNG * ATTENTION EE

Carefully read instruction sheet before assembling. When you use glue or paint, do not use near open flame and use in well ventilated room. Keep out of
reach of small children. Children must not be allowed to suck any part, or pull vinyl bag over the head.

Pied zapocetim stavby si peclivé prostudujte stavebni navod. Pfi pouzivani barev a lepidel pracujte v dobie vétrané mistnosti. Lepidla ani barvy
nepouzivejte v blizkosti otevieného ohné. Model neni uréen malym détem, mohlo by dojit k poZiti drobnych dilu.

Tire soigneusement la fiche d’instructions avant d"assembler. Ne pas utiliser de colle ou de peinture & proximité d’une flamme nue, et aérer la piece de
temps en temps. Garder hors de portée des enfants en bas dge. Ne pas laisser les enfants mettre en bouche ou sucer les pieces, ou passer un sachet vinyl sur
latete.
Von dem Zusammensetzen die Bauanleitung gut durchlesen. Kleber und Farbe nicht nahe von offenem Feuer verwenden und das Fenster von Zeit zu Zeit
Beliiftung 6ffnen. Bausatz von kleinen Kindern fernhalten. Verhiiten Sie, da Kinder irgendwelche Bauteile in den Mund nehmen oder Plastiktiiten tiber
den Kopfzichen.
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COLOURS * BARVY * FARBEN PEINTURE 7
GSi Creos (GUNZE) AQUEOUS Mr.COLOR

AQUEOUS Mr.COLOR LIGHT GRAY
YELLOW BLACK GREEN
BLUE TIRE BLACK
BROWN OLIVE DRAB
ALUMINIUM [ LIGHT BLUE RLM78
FLAT BLACK [ KHAKI GREEN
METAL BLACK Mr.METAL COLOR
RUSSET CHROM SILVER
WOOD BROWN DARK IRON

H 47 Cc41 RED BROWN COOPER










SPODNIHO KRIDLA - VIZ CELNi

POZOR NA SPRAVNE VZEPETI
POHLED NA STR.6

BEWARE BOTTOM WING
POSITION ANGLE - SEE PAGE 6




POZOR NA SPRAVNOU ORIENTACI A POZICI

VZPER!

BEWARE CORRECT STRUT POSITION!
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A No. 245, Slovakia, 1939-40

This aircraft sported the same camouflage scheme as B-534.243 that was based on the pre-war Czechoslovakian standard. An early style of Slovak
national insignia was used up to October 1940. Based on Polish campaign experience, the roundels were highlighted using a white outline.
The appearance of German crosses was not strictly specified, so the shape and location could differ from aircraft to aircraft. The old marking on the
fabric covered part of the fuselage was overpainted but still partially visible. Avia’s company logo appeared on the fin.

Stejné jako B-534.243, i tento letoun nese standardni ¢eskoslovenskou predvaleénou kamuflaz. Prislusnost ke slovenskym Vzdusnym zbranim
potvrzuje rana verze vysostného oznaceni, ktera byla pouzivana do fijna 1940. | zde je zvyraznéno bilym lemem a navic némeckymi tramovymi Krizi.
Tramovy kfiz na trupu je Sirsi a umistény jinak, nez u stroje B-534.243. Platnem potaZena cast trupu nese znamky po starsim oznaceni, které bylo
zatfeno. Na kylovce je znak vyrobce — prazské tovarny AVIA.
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B ,White L 8¢, No. 12 Flight, Slovak Air Forces, Eastern Front, 1941

The Slovak Air Forces joined the Luftwaffe in the attack on the Soviet Union in June 1941. Units equipped with the Avia B.534 were a part of the forces
that fought against Soviet armies. The letter 'L' identifies this aircraft as being used by No. 12 Flight. The yellow nose, fuselage band and lower wing tips
were obligatory for airplanes flown on the Eastern Front.

Slovenské Vzdusné zbrané se pripojily k Luftwaffe v jejim taZeni proti Sovetskému Svazu, které zacalo v ¢ervnu 1941. Soucasti expedicniho sboru
byly také jednotky vyzbrojené typem AVIA B-534. Jak napovida pismeno ,L" na trupu, tento letoun patril do letky 12. Zluté zbarvena prid, pruh okolo
trupu a konce spodniho kridla identifikuji letoun pouzivany na vychodni fronté.
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C ,White S-18“, Slovak Air Forces, Eastern Front, after June 1941

In October 1940, two significant changes appeared on Slovak B.534s. Therounded national insignia was replaced by blue and white right-angled
crosses with a red disk. This new marking was continuously used till the end of WWII. At the same time, a new style camouflage was introduced — upper
surfaces remained in khaki green, but the lower surfaces were painted light blue. Ayellow 50 cm band on the fuselage and yellow lower wings tips were
applied on the Slovak aircraft from June 22, 1941 when war with Soviet Union began.

Pocinaje fijnem 1940 se na slovenskych B-534 objevily dvé zfetelné zmény. Byly zavedeny nové slovenské vysostné znaky reprezentované modro-
bilymi kfizi s cervenym tercem a ve stejné dobé zacalo nahrazovani ptvodniho stfibrného zbarveni spodnich ploch svétle modrou barvou. Zluty pruh
na trupu v prfedepsané Sifce 50 cm a stejné zbarvené konce spodniho kridla slovenské letouny nesly od 22. ¢ervna 1941, tedy ode dne utoku na
Sovétsky Svaz.
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White S-13“, Combined Flight of Slovak National Uprisin
D ; ber 1944

armed forces, Tri Duby, Slovakia, September — October

One of the aircraft used by the Combined Flight, by the forces of the Slovak National Uprising, was 'White S-13'. The Combined Flight came out of the
training flight of the Aviation School on August 29, 1944 and joined the rebelling forces. The camouflage scheme consisted of khaki green upper
sufaces and light blue lower surfaces. Slovak WWII national insignia were replaced with pre-war Czechoslovakian markings with Slovak national
symbols —a two-pronged cross and the three hills emblem — added. The appearance of the national insignia on the lower wings is not confirmed.
The aircraft was heavily worn, and the sliding portion of the cockpit canopy was removed.

Jednim ze stroju pouZivanych v prabéhu SNP Kombinovanou letkou je znama ,bila S-13". Kombinovana letka vznikla 29. srpna 1944 z cvicné letky
Letecké $koly slovenskych Vzdusnych zbrani a pfidala se na stranu sil Slovenského narodniho povstani. Povstalecka AVIA létala v puvodnim
slovenském zbarveni khaki zelenou barvou na hornich a svétle modrou barvou na spodnich plochach, pouze vysostné znaky byly nahrazeny
Ceskoslovenskymi doplnénymi o slovenské symboly - dvouramenny kfiz a trojvrsi. Podoba znak( na spodni strané dolniho kfidla neni potvrzena.
Letoun nesl viditeIné znamky opotrebeni, pohybliva East pfekrytu kabiny byla demontovana.
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E No. 243, Spisska Nova Ves, Slovakia, November 9, 1939

This aircraft was slightly damaged during a landing accident at Spisska Nova Ves airfield on November 9, 1939. The camouflage consisted of khaki
green on the upper surfaces and silver on the lower. This B.534 sported the first version of the Slovak national insignia that replaced the original
Czechoslovak markings. As of September 10, 1939, during the war over Poland, the national insignia was made more conspicuous using a wide white
outline (as seen in this profile). In addition, German national insignia appeared on the wings and fuselage from September 15, 1939. Both these
devices made the aircraft more easily recognized for Slovak anti-aircraft artillery.

Avia B-534.243 byla lehce poskozena pii havarii dne 9. listopadu 1939 na letisti SpiSska Nova Ves. Letoun nese puvodni predvalecny kamuflazni
natér, ktery se skladal z khaki zelené na hornich a stfibrné na plochach spodnich. Ceskoslovenské vysostné znaky byly nahrazeny prvni verzi
slovenskych. Kvuli snazsi identifikaci pro protiletadlové délostielectvo béhem taZeni do Polska byly nové znaky s platnosti od 10. zari 1939
zvyraznény Sirokym bilym lemem. O pét dni pozdéji ze stejného divodu pfibyly na kiidlech a trupu jesté némecké tramoveé krize.
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