MARINE CORPS CRUSADERS

VMF(AW)-323 DEATH RATTLERS

F-8E BuNo150298 Operation Green Wave MCAS El Toro, CA 20 June 1963

VMF{AW)-212 LANCERS

F-8E BuNo150665 USS Oriskany CVA-34 Tonkin Gulf September 1965

F-8E BuNo150900 MAG-12 Da Nang AB, RVN February 1967

This decal sheet contains markings for three LTV F—8E Crusaders flown by US Marine Comps squadrons
batween 1963 and 1967. The firs! subject covers a Crusader lost at sea while participating in the first aeral trans
Pacific ceployment by an F-8 unit. The ather two subjects are in the markings cared during the Vietnam War,
one operating from the USS Onskany early in that war, the other based ashore at Da Mang. Stenciling and

insignia sufficient to do two aircraft is included.
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VMF(AW)-323 F-8E BuNo150298 OPERATION GREEN WAVE JUNE, 1963

Subject: F-8E Crusader BuNo. 150298, VMF{AW)-323, MCAS El Toro, CA

Camoulage and Markings: Standard US Navy scheme. Black radome, fin cap, and antiglare panel. Face of inner wing section Insignia Red (FS11136). Leading edges of flying surfaces painted
Correguard (Aluminum). Bare metal atterburner cooling inlet ducts and tallplane plates. Flat Black walkways on att fuselage and horizonsal tails,

Mission Description: Operation Green Wave was the aeral deployment of VMF{AW-323 from MCAS EI Toro to NAS Atsugi, Japan. On 20 Jure 1963, after losing ond jot two days earlier, the
tiird cell of six Death Ratders lawnched from El Toro for MCAS Kaneohs, Hawaii. Disaster struck when the rubber fuel cedl in VLT Cif Judkins' Crusadar burst during in-ight refusling. With flames
coming out of his jet, he iried to eject but the seal malfunctioned. Forced 1o bail out conventionally, he barety missed being struck by the tail of WS15 as it lashed by. Manually deploying his
pﬂm:mm.hemaﬁmmammwmmﬂmmmu'mmmmmmwmam.%ﬂwbﬂimmmwwmlam panels open bafore he hit the water and his life vest inflated
automatically. With brokon bones from his feet to his pehvis, a punctured lung, damaged kidneys and other injuries, Judkins floatod on the surface of the water, unable to reach his lite raft, His
squadron mates and tanker crew circlod his “body” until they saw Judkins wini. Almost four hours elapsoed bofore a nearby minesweeper pluckod him from th water, He was then transfered to
the heavy cruiser USS Leg Angeles on her final voyage homa, which then helicoplered him to a hospital ghip. VMFAW)-323 completed tha deployment by ship and Judking was hospitalized
before returning to flight states six months ahter the incident. Ho was later assignod briefty to VMF-312 fiying Crusaders. Ho lot the Corps in late 1966 to fiy for Dolta,

Mission Load: Aireraft in clean configuration withaut tanks, pylons or launch ralls.

VMFAW)-212 F-8E BuNo150665 USS ORISKANY NOVEMBER, 1965

Subject: F-8E Crusader BuNo. 150665, VMF(AW)-212, CVW-16, USS Oriskany (CVA34)

Camouflage and Markings: Standard US Navy scheme of Non specular Light Gull Gray (FS36440) upper surfaces with Gloss Insignia White (FS17875) undersurtaces, control surfaces, and
landing gear. Black (FS17038) rademe, fin cap, and antiglare panel. Face of inner wing section Insignia Red (F511138). Leading edges of fying surfaces painted Corroguard (Aluminum). Bare
metal atterburnar section and tailplane plates. Flat Black walkways on ah fuselage and horizontal tails, Note White triangle style ejection seat warning. Note the whita *106" on the wing center
saction. A pineapple with “Aloha” printed under it was added to squadron alrerafht during the cruise,

Misslon Description: On 5 November 1965, VMF(AW)-212 flying from the USS Oriskany, aftacked the Hai Duong raitway bridge about 40 miles southeast of Hanoi. Capt Harlan (Harley)
Ehapnmnmﬂuhﬂﬂmﬁuinaﬂignufiuurrraggodagaimimmdqa,nﬂmdmpphgﬂsbmﬂmm'amndnrmmmMAnhmblwuHmeﬁmnhg.nshisietmnﬂaa
mrwﬂmpmmhadﬁﬁmw:lm@lhbmhﬂjwﬁunhandllsduommrisingG-h:m.H&wmI‘wmamnﬂdwmﬂﬁﬁwnﬁﬂwmmmmhgaanﬂﬁmw.mnm
point in the process ho dislocated his shoulder, As he floated in his ‘chute towand a rice paddy he recoived small arms fire. Upen landing, ho was surrounded by civillans who turned hirm over 1o the
hﬁim&h.?mmﬁaplﬂhkmanmmmmdmmﬁmww19?3‘hehﬂdbmm1pr‘mumbrwmnyaamHnapnmtimmNWWWMWIMMWMMGmSMTaI.
also known as “The Zoo” He was tortured many times with ropes and cuffs, put in isolation and beaten.

HIuInanponLnld:lehnhdﬁmnrﬁammsmmnﬁgumdwﬂhmﬂbomhsmlhnmpﬂﬁm.'f‘h&lﬁ&l&gahadmSmnindmmﬂhasaplatﬁamw.hmm:mmum
themsehes, Nlmuwﬂy.F'-Esﬁ:.-inglnsuppmo!mmnﬁngaimraﬂweraMIQMWMIMBSWWMWMMGMMMMWW. Wa do hawe pholos of
mlmmmmismuwﬂ.mmmemwnturodymmherﬁg.bmwmumar.

VMF(AW)-232 F-BE BuNo150900 DA NANG AB, RVN 1967

Subject: F-8E Crusader Bulo. 150900, VMF(AW)=232, MAG-12, DaNang AR, South Vist Mam

Camouflage and Markings: Standard US Navy scheme. White radome, black antiglare panel and panel bahind radome. Face of inner wing section Insignia Red (FS11138). Leading edges of
fying surlaces painted Correguard (Aluminum), Bare motal aterburner section and tailplane plates. Flat Black walkways on aft fuselage and horizontal 1aits. Note tail warning radar antenna.

Mission uauﬂpum:mmmmnwmmmmnwinwormmmsmmgmmmimmﬂmmvm:m.mmmmwmr mission lo ascribe o
WTEnutﬂamrmnmusa1nbm;aluummm‘mﬂn‘mmwmmmmmmmﬁﬁma Mud Maring during the Viet Nam War.

Typical Weapon Load: BxZuni 5-inch rockets on fuselage pylons plus BxMik. 82 slick or Snakeye retarded 500-Ib general purpose bombs on the lower and cutboard stations of the multiple ejector
racks or ong Mk.84 2,000-1b GP bomb per pylon. MNote that the Crusader could canry a maximum of 2000-Ibs on each pylon.
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Palnt Scheme Notes
The standard US Navy cameuflage schema used for its tactical aircraft from the mid-1950s thrawgh the late 1970s used Non-
Specular (mat) Light Gull Gray (FS36440) on all upper surlaces and Glass Insignia White (FS17875) on all undersurlaces
and on all contrel surfaces (i.e. ailarons, rudders, and slavators), landing gear, and engine air inlet ducts. The Insides of wing
flaps and speed brakes as well as the edges of the speed brake and landing gear doors woro painted Gloss Insignia Aed
{FE11136). The leading edges of wings and all tail surfaces had an aluminum colored anti-corrosive finish, Corroguard,
applied. The afterburner cooling inlets wara natural matal and, aftor about 1960, the enfire afterburmer sactions of in-sorvice
Crusaders wore left natural metal. The Crusader had a Flat Black {FS37038) antiglare panel, Radomes were generally Black
but cccasionally white, The ventral fing on the Crusader were painted Insignia Whita, 1op and boltom. Tailhooks were

afternatively striped in black and whiie.
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